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WE, whole Nathes' are wöcker-br diet, do really believe 
the Author of thoſe delicate and uſeful Works, to be 
an injured, honeſt, friendly, good Man, of real Integ- 

rity, ſtricteſt Veracity, and a great Sufferer by uncha- 
ritable People; yet a Man every way worthy of the 
greateſt Pity andCompaſſion from every true Chriſtian ; | 


Juſt in his Ways a Man of Principle, and a = rien 328 
"val ſuch as are. 
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D. Wilſon. 
Dr. Taylor. 
T. Fletcher. 
Re. Jones, Gent. 
Mr. Branſcomb. 
W. Nelſon. 
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Rev. George Glover. | 
Re. Cook, in Plow-Court, Whitechapel, knoving him i 
Thirty N | "8. 
Anthony Cook, Shoreditch, knowing "RE Thi 7 Years. 
John Peet, Caſtle Lane, Southwark, n him Nr 
r 7 
John Innal, Iſlington who * the Public, that the 
Author writes in the pure oriental Diale&, gyhich 
makes his Works the more valuable; and who has 
known him Thirty Years, as a very whois, honeſt | 
man, and one b In has been greatly injured, 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 


His contemplation upon the love of God the Father 


in a grove at Long Leat, Lord Weymouth's, 
near Froom, in Wiltſhire ; ; at eighteen years 


of age. 
C H AP. XILIX. 


: His contemplation upon the condeſcenſion of God 


the Holy Ghoſt, his all kind offices, and inhabit- 


ation; theſe reflections by the fide of Ong 


waters, at eighteen years of age. 


CHAP,-L. 


His contemplation on the characteriſtics of our 
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; A Opribtandin the very great tribula- 
tion of the Author, yet many of you 
I are really convinced of the nobility of his 
er ſentiments; convinced, I ſay, that the eter- 
5» | nal intereſt of your ſouls has had the prepon- 


is | derance: He wiſhes for your ſakes, the preli- 
| bation of that good ſtate, /pes fir ma et pignus 3 

og | eterne vitæ dant pacem mentis gae eft felieitas 3 

ie⸗ magna hominum; a firm hope, and an aſſur= 

ng | ance of eternal life, give peace of mind, 

which is the great happineſs of men. Theſe = 

8 writings, he preſumes, are the ſpirit's dic- 

ur tion; may God grant they may be to you 1 

gh the ſpirit s benediCtion. I have given to you | 


e. the eſſence of religion, if God give you the 
eee.ſſence of devotion. Theſe writings contain 
not only matters ef fact, but the matters of 4 
. faith; nor is s there any thing more victorious IJ 
E 4 | 1 than Y 


PREEA o E. 


than truth; opponents may cruſh it, but never 


baniſhit, the grandeur of religion conſiſtethi 


not in moral accompliſhments, but in ſuper- 


natural endowments. Gratia efficax eft c. 


leftes donum; effectual grace is a heavenly 
gift. If natural religion was equitable, the 


ſcripture would tolerate it; but as it is in- 


; compatible, the ſcriptures cöndemn it: mo- 
rality is nature's production, therefore need- 
eth not the Spirit's erudition. The moraliſt 
complains not of the badneſs of his faith, but 
of the ineffectualneſs of his works; he ima- 


gines God will accompany him in his moral 


duties, as he doth the chriſtian in his ſpirit- 
nal exerciſes; but let it be remembered, 
God never owns the plants he never ingrafted, 
nor waters the gardens he never incloſes ; as 


long as the legaliſt can ſtand upon the legs 

of his own performances, | he will never ſeek 
the golden links of chriſtians experiences; but 
we mult remember the holy ſpirit of God 


enters not into the heart ſwept and garniſhed, 
but moſt freely into the heart ſelf-conviced. 
The law was given to civilize us, but it is 
the goſpel that will ſpiritualize us. Our 


apoſtle Paul puts a notable queſtion to the 


Galatians : Received ye the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by hearing of Faith ? 


was juſtification and adoption by the law's 
N by faith 8 application ; The 


apoſtle 
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apoſtle 5 0 to argue, that the-madition of 
faith in its declarations, is the ſuburbs of 


heaven in its manifeſtation : indeed, to re. 


ceive the ſpirit is faith's act, therefore argu= 
mentative of a dozum, or gift; to receive 
gifts is in the very eſſence of faith. If the 


l ſpirit of God is merited by works, it ceaſeth 


to be a gift; /icut filius datus eſt nobis ® pa- 


tre, ita ſpiritus datus eft a pate & filio; as 


the Son is given to us from the Father, in 


like manner the Spirit is given to us from 


the Father and the Son; then it follows, 
that the Holy Ghoſt was neither purchaſed 


by Chriſt, much leſs can be merited by works 
of the law. Let us then, as poor ſinners, 


ſeek a ſaving knowledge of God; let us feel 


after him, and find him. This knowledge of 
God may be comprized under eight parti- 


culars: firſt, To know God ſavingly, is to 
know him experimentally : 2 To know him 


experimentally, is to know him communi- 


catively: 3 To know him communicatively 
is to know him impartatively : 4. To know 


him impartatively, is to know him in his 


friendſhips: 5. To know him in his friend» 


ſhips, is to know him in his relations : W 6. 


To know him in his relations, is to know 
him in his familiarities: 7. To know him in 
his familiarities, is to know him in his con- 


ſolations: 75 8th and uſt, To know him i in his 


Con- 
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iv PREFACE. 


conſolations, js to know him in his opera- 
tions. The apoſtle Paul ſublimates himſelf 


on the e of this knowledge: Phil. iii. 


Yea doubtleſs, I count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
| Jeſus my Lord, and do count them but dung 


that I may win Chriſt, and be found in him. i 
The Greek faith, arbiter ſum, 1 have been 


an arbitrator in this matter, and upon a ma- 


ture judgment, I do account all things but 
droſs for Chriſt : Beza ſaith, dunghills, that 
Paul might know Chriſt, and be found in 
him. T he apoſtle loſt three things for | 
Chriſt ; firſt, his pedigree, with every ad- 
vantage ; 2dly, his tribe and family, with | 

the loſs of fortune: 3dly. his religion, 
conſidered in its conception with the Jewiſn 


ſtate, was no ſmall loſs; yet he is moſt ab- 
folute in his determinations, ſed profecto, 


certainly, truly, without doubt : he ſpeaks 4 
_ adverbially, exiſtimo omnia detrimentum efſe 
: propter emmentiam cognitionis Chriſti Tefu 8 


mini mei; I do eſteem all things to be a de- 
triment to me in my ſearches after 3 


firſt, in my knowledge of him; 2dly, 


win him; and 3dly, to be found in bi. {So 5 
apoſtle un be beholden to his Greek : here 
cuoin his words, that we might the better 


5 comprehend the knowledge of Chriſt. The 


Engliſh tranſlates it, the excellency of the | 
know. — 


PR E F. A B. v 
knowledge of Ch "iſt; the Greek 8 
which is eminentia cognitionis Chriſti, the 
eminency of the knowledge of Chriſt; if 
eminent, then it is protantif Mus, a know- 
ledge that hath prerogatives, and 1s ſuperior 
to all things; then it muſt be /uperemimentia 


4 ſcientiæ, a ſuper-exalted knowledge, ſoar- 


ing above eminence itſelf; therefore our di- 


vines have done well to call this knowledge 


4 of Chriſt a ſaving knowledge ; indeed its 


ſuper-eminency is a proof of its ſupernity, 


and its ſupernity is a proof of its ſalvability. 


© 348% 


There are too many whole leaden faculties 
prevent the knowledge of the goſpel, from 
whom the goſpel is hid; others given over 
Ito infidelity equally dangerous : ſuch will 
ſcondemn divine evidences and efficacious 
grace, which conſiſt, firſt, in the work of 
the ſpirit ; ſecondly, the indwelling of the 
| « irit; thirdly, that faith juſtifies ; fourthly, 


e forgivenels of ſin ; fifthly, the ſealing of 


fcb ſpirit; ſixthly, the conſolations of the 
Upirit. 1 ſhall fetch my proofs from the Old 


eſtament, and if theſe counterpalance the ; 
ew, the doctrines are eſtabliſhed. 5 


The New Te ftament. 


Firſt, The good work of 5 One 
poſtle faith, he that hath begun a good work. 


4 


| [1 8 will perform It until the day of Jeſus 


Chriſt. 
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conſolations, is to know him in "his opera- 


tions. The apoſtle Paul ſublimates himſelf | | 


on the fut of this knowledge: Phil. iii. 


Yea doubtleſs, I count all things but loſs for 


the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 


_ Jeſus my Lord, and do count them but dung | 


that I may win Chriſt, and be found in him. 


The Greek faith, arbiter ſum, I have been 
an arbitrator in this matter, and upon a ma- 
ture judgment, I do account all things but 


drofs for Chriſt : Beza ſaith, dunghills, that 


Paul might know Chriſt, and be found in 


him. The apoſtle loſt three things for 


Chriſt; firſt, his pedigree, with every ad- 


vantage ; 2dly, his tribe and family, with 

_ 3dly. his religion, | 
_ conſidered in its conception with the Jewiſh 7 
ſtare, was no ſmall loſs; yet he is moſt ab- 


the loſs of fortune: 


ſolute in his determinations, /ed profecto, 


certainly, truly, without doubt: he ſpeaks 
| adverbially, exiſſimo omnia detrimentum efſe 
propter emmentiam cognitionss Chriſti Feſu do- 


mini mei; I do eſteem all things to be a de- 
” triment to me 1n my ſearches after LOS; 

firſt, in my knowledge of him; 2dly, t 
win him; and 3dly, to be found in him. Our 


apoſtle muſt be beholden to his Greek: here 
cuoin his words, that we might the better 
comprehend the knowledge of Chriſt. The ; 
. Engliſh braunes it, the —‚ of the 
know. f 


PREFACE. v 


; knowledge of Chriſt; the Greek 3 
which is eminentia cognitionis Chriſti, the 
eminency of the knowledge of Chriſt; if 
eminent, then it is prætant FW mus, a know- 


ledge that hath prerogatives, and is ſuperior 


to all things; then it muſt be /uperemmentia 
ſcientiæ, a ſuper-exalted knowledge, ſoar- 


ing above eminence itſelf; therefore our di- 


vines have done well to call this knowledge 


of Chriſt a ſaving knowledge ; indeed its' 
ſuper-eminency 1s a proof of its ſupernity, 
and its ſupernity is a proof of its ſalvability. 
There are too many whoſe leaden faculties 


prevent the knowledge of the goſpel, from 


whom the goſpel is hid; others given over | 
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to infidelity equally dangerous: ſuch will 
condemn divine evidences and efficacious 


grace, which conſiſt, firſt, in the work of 


the ſpirit; ſecondly, the indwelling of the 
ſpirit; thirdly, that faith juſtifies; fourthly, 

the forgivenels of ſin; fifthly, the ſealing r f 
the ſpirit; ſixthly, the conſolations of the 


| ſpirit. I ſhall fetch my proofs from the Old 
| Teſtament, and if theſe capnterbylance the 


3 New, the doctrines are eſtabliſhed. 


| The New 72 lament. 


Firſt, The good work of grace Our 
a poſtle faith, he that hath begun a good work 


4 in you, will perform it until the 5 of Jeſus 


Chriſt, 7 


— —— i. 63 


wv P R E F A C E. 
Chriſt. This good work muſt ſignify the | 
inlaying of divine principles by the Holy 
Ghoſt. e | 
Type Old JTeſtament. Ifaiah liv. 


Hear what Iſaiah ſaith : Oh thou afflicted, 


| toſſed with tempeſt, and not comforted, be- 
hold, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, 
and lay thy foundations with ſapphires. 

Thoſe brilliant ſtones, called ſapphires, are 
the precious ſparkling gifts of the holy ſpirit | 

of God; ſhe was afflicted and not comforted, 
but the divinity of the ſpirit will have a firm 
_ baſis laid with ſapphires, and the ſuperſtruc- 3 
ture ſhall be raiſed in fair colours, that is, by 
ſtones moſt delightful, carbuncles, pearls, 3 
and rubies. Theſe are deſcriptive of the 
admirable graces of the bleſſed ſpirit 2 and, 
to encourage the comfort of the penitent, let 
ſuch behold and ſee the intereſting grandeur 
of the promiſe, Thy ſtones ſhall be laid in 
fair colours, and thy foundation with ſap— 
phires: here is firmneſs and excellent glory! 


Type New Tęſtament. Rom. viii. 
2d. The inhabitation of the ſpirit. But 


ye are not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, if 
Jo be the ſpirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is 


none of his. 
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The Old "Teflament. 
The pſalmiſt faith, Uphold me by thy free 


5 ſpirit, reſtore to me the joys of thy 2 


teach me by thy el. and afterwards re- 


ceive me to glory; that is the ſame, as if he 
had ſaid, Teach me by thy ſpirit, behold 


thou deſireſt wiſdom in the inward parts, in 


the inward parts, thou ſhalt teach me to know ]] 
wiſdom, thou haſt made him exceeding. glad 
with the light of thy countenance; lift thou 


up the light of thy countenance upon us. 


Theſe words are inſerted in our prayer- books, 


and muſt be underſtood, that the ſpirit of 


God enlargeth the heart, by ſhewing us a re- 
conciled God. Again; Bleſſed are the peo- 


ple that know the joyful ſound, they ſhall 


walk, O Lord, in the light of thy counte- 
| nance: then he faith, Caſt me not forth from 
thy preſence ; take not thine holy ſpirit from 


me: If David had been ignorant of its ope- 


| rations, he could never have pred againſt 5 
. their obſtructions. 


5 New Te fanient.. ; 
za. Concerning juſtification by faith only; 


5 The apoſtle ſaith, But now the righteouſneſs 
of God without the law is manifeſted, being 
} witneſſed by the law and the prophets, and 

| asitis Wrinsn, the 2 ſhall. live: * faith, 
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viii 


To declare, I fay, at this time, his righte- 
ouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the juſ- 
tifier of him which believeth in jeſus: there- 


fore we conclude, faith the Apoſtle, that a 


man is juſtified by faith without the deeds of 


the law; therefois being juſtified by faith, 


we have peace with God, through o our Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Old 7 eftament. Numb. Xxiii. pr. xxxii, . 


2 Sam. Xii. 14. 


He hath not beheld iniquity in — 
neither hath he ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael : 
the Lord his God is with him, and the ſhout 
| ofa king is among them. We all know the 
Iſraelites had both their fins and perverſities, 
but God did not impute thoſe to them, but 
covers them, and, by his forgiving love, 
| pardons them. So faith the author of the 
Pſalms, faying, Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſ- 
greſſion is forgiven, whoſe ſin is covęred. 
'ver. v. I acknowledged my cranſgreFons 
unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the ini- 
quity of my fin. How came he to know 
that God had forgiven him his fin, becauſe 
juſtification was brought home to his heart ? 
2 Sam. xii. 13. Our apoſtle brings this 
5 = as an irrefragable proof of abſolute 


Juſtification by Chriſt, Rom. iv. 6. as he 
faith, eyen Ap David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſ- 
edneſs 


ns 
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alteſs of ihe mam to whom God imputeth 
righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, bleſſed 
are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe ſins are covered: bleſſed is the man 
to whom the Lord will not impute ſin. In 
this pſalm there is a demonſtration of the 
triplicity of bleſſedneſs; firſt, the forgiveneſs 
of {in ; ſecondly, the covering of fin; 3dly, a 
: non-imputation of ſin ; but ſome may ima- 
at's that our apoſtle inverts the text, in- 


ix 


ſerting the imputation of righteouſneſs with. = 


out works, when the text may ſeem to have 
an apparent emphaſis; but our inſpired 
apoſtle, that could not be diverted from a 
juſt interpretation, g gives the text a moſt fig _ 
nificant ;liuftration.. 
If our pſalmiſt will pronounce the man 
| bleſſed whoſe ſins are forgiven, the apoſtle 
intervenes, and faith, this dleſling 1 is not of 
works; if the pfalmiſt bleſſeth the man to 
whom the Lord imputeth not ſin, the apoſtle 
affirms, it muſt be admitted only by the im- 
putation of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs; if 
the pſalmiſt declares the man blefled whoſe 
| fin is covered, the apoſtles will acknowledge 
the ſame on the footing of Chriſt's merits ; 
for he that hath the comfort of pardoning 
mercy, and non- imputation of ſin, will not 
be eke! to own that he is juſtified by 


Do Chris, and the . e of his blood, 
| Nap 


x; b r AR. 


nay, it is impoſſible that a non-imputation 


of ſin, and the imputation of Chriſt's righ- _ 


teouſneſs, ſhould be ſeperated, therefore ſome 
divines have called 18 pardon of fin. juſtifi- 
cation, becauſe of the c 


uſies ; for pardon 1 is the fruit of Juſtification, 
| The New Ti eftament. 2 Cor. 1. | - 
4th, The ſealing of the Spirit. Who 


Lach alte ſealed us, and given us the earneſt 


of the ſpirit in our hearts, The earneſt is 


the rape 4 part, and the inheritance is that 
which the ſpirit inſures. The ſpirit of God 
is the only teſtimony to vindicate the ho- 


nours of the Father and the Son, the ſeals 
of the ſpirit are they which ſign the ſtipu- 


lated e to make all thin gs. ſe⸗ 
cure. 


The Ola Te lament. hin Er. 


For the mountains ſhall depart, and the | 

hills ſhall be removed, but my kindneſs thall 
not depart from thee, neither ſhall the cove. 
nant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord | 


that hath mercy on thee. 


.._ Our text hath reſpe& to the perſons ſealed, ; 
; Who hath ſealed us, that is, given to us the | 

royal impreſs. Theſe are the bright inſcrip- 

tions of our r 02 Cor. iii.) faith the 
1 Ale, N 
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ſeneſs of the con- 
nection; indeed, where God pardons he juſ- | 


eas ae wt a a 
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en 


ads; for as much as ye are manifeſtly de- 


clared to be the epiſtles, written not with 
ink, but with the ſpirit of the living God; 


not in tables of ſtone, but 1 in the fleſhly ta- 


bles of the heart. 


Nor is all this inconſiſtent Wi the Od 
Teſtament, Pſalm iv. But know ye that the 
Lord hath ſet apart the godly for himſelf, it 


ſignifies as the ſhepherd divides the ſheep 


from the goats by ſpecial ſignature; or ſhould 
there be an interval of ſtrange ſheep, the 
ſhepherd knows his own ſheep by the ſpe- 
cial ſignature impreſſed. Var: Lord lades 
to this in John 10. I am the good ſhepherd, 
and know my ſheep, and am known of 
mine. In like manner, when the Lord is 
ſaid to ſet apart the godly, it is fignificant, 
a being wonderfully Teparated, a favourite, 
one ſealed home, which the apoſtle calls 


* ſealed up unto the day of redemption. 
2adly, In the text we have not ſealing 


only, but the earneſt of the ſpirit, who hath 


given the earneſt of the ſpirit in our hearts. 


Greek for earneſt is arrabona, the firſt depo- 
7 /itum of the payment, or a part of the future 
good that is to be enjoyed. The ſpirit of 
God is that firſt gift, the believer's depofitum. 
This unction of ſpiritual virtues is the ear- 
I neſt of the whole inheritance ; and, for the 
believer's better ſatisfaction, he has put the 


earneſt = 
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earneſt into the believer 8 rene, made 
him the repoſitory. 93 


T be New Teflament. 2 Cor. i. 2. 2 Cor. 
. * „ 14. | 5 
The Chriſtians joy. Now thinks be to 


God, who cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt; 
we rejoice in tribulation : it means ſuch tri- 

umphs which were the reſult of the victory 
promiſed over the antichriſtian enemies. 


The Old T eftament.. Zephaniah ii ili. 14. Iſa. xi. 


lt was the privilege of the primitive 
Chaich: to rejoice in God. Sing, daughter 
of Sion! ſhout O Iſrael! be glad and re- 
joice with all thy heart, O daughter of Je- 
 1uſalem! The prophet, by his kind exhor- 
tations, would have the Church to lay aſide 


her dejections; but if thoſe joys, excited by 


the prophet, had been indigeſtible, the 
Church would have had reaſon to reje& them 
as execrable : nor ſtands this prophet alone 


in his admonitions ; for the prophet Iſaiah is 


as bold in his . therefore he ſaith, 
with joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells 
of ſalvation; cry out and ſhout thou inhabi- 


tants of 3 for great is the Holy One ot 
Iſrael in the midſt of thee. The Holy One 


was great in his communications, and opens 


to bit 1 people his wells of conſolations. N 
Our 


nee 


Our pſalmiſt, in his 89th palm, defines 


this; oy as having two wings, degioting, two 


qualities: firſt, ſoaring; '2ly, powerful ; 


In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day. 
The deſcription of ſoaring is here declared. 
1 thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. 
2. We have in the affe wofds, the 
quality of power : For thou art the glory of 
| their ſtrength; ſoariyg without ſtreugth 
would preſage a fall: But it follows in the 
text, God is their glorious ſtrength, as 1.4 
might be rendered. 5 


Faith hath a foot to climb the lofty ſkies; 93 8 
Faith hath a wing by which ſhe ſoars and flies; * 
As aſpiring birds glide on ſofter wings, 
She ſoars above in queſt of ſupernal things 


By this time, my brethren, I hope your 
underſtanding is at leaſt convinced of the 
divinity and neceſſity of the foregoing lec- 
tures ; I ſhall ſtill purſue the improvement; 
our Saviour s words ſhall conclude the pre- 
fatory part of the hook, Matt. 18. 3. Suffer 
little children to come unto me, for ſuch. 
is the kingdom of heaven : Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye 
ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
The draft of the text is to be conſidered under 
the deſcription of a young infant in its ſtate 
of paſſivity ; and then by induction I ſhall | 
follow the lead from the paſlivity.of a young | 
infant, to the paſſivity of the adult. 5 8 


Firſt, . 


VF 


Firſt, an infant, or child, is in great 
weakneſs ; 2dly, expoſed to the inclemency 
of elements; ; 3dly, 15 child is a dependent 
upon the parent for all ſupplies : : 4thly, ne- 

ver a more friendleſs creature in the world, 8 
without the parent's aid. 5 

Firſt, The infant, or child, comes into 
the world in great weakneſs. What awful 
tracts, in many inſtances, may we rehearſe 
of its incapacities ; it is diſpoſſeſſed of the | 
leaſt faculty of uſeful defence; nar can it | 
fly from its enemy, nor eſcape impending | 
dangers : the natural inabilities of an infant 
may do well to inform us of our ſpiritual in- 
capacities; we have loſt the proper exerciſe 

of all our working faculties; our eyes are 

too dim to behold the Son of Righteouſneſs ; z 
our feet diverted from the celeſtial regions ; 

our hands cannot touch the heavenly oracles ; 

our enemies are too many to be overcome ; 
too powerful to be eafily conquered, and we 

5 are too feeble to make our eſcape. 8 


The IV DVS TIOx. 


£ My dear brethren, let us pray as our 
0d would make us ſuch that he would have 


us to be; that he would compaſſionate our 


fallen nature; ; that his eyes would pity us: 


Let us in the prophet's words ſay, Lord, 


8 that we know not, each thou us; open our 


blind 


PREFACE * 


blind eyes, turn our feet to thy heavenly 
paths, that he beget again the feeble powers 
of our ſouls, that his holy ſpirit refix them 
in their heavenly ſtate, that he fpiritualize 
our ſouls with their faculties, and reſtore our 
mental frames to their priſtine qualities; thus 


may we be enabled to claim a ſaving ac- 


quaintance with hin., through Jeſus Chriſt 


/ ˙ 10S. 
Secondly, The child, or young infant is 
expoled to all the inclemency of elements. 
A child is the animalcula in the wilderneſs, 
ranſacked by elements, the rigour of oppo- 
fates, cold and heat, the ingreſſion of dif- 
_ eaſes, depreſſion of planets, and without the 
vigilance of the parent, it muſt periſh in the 
s -datterelt; agonies of We 8 


The INDUCTION. 


Phus it is with thee, O my ſoul, thou 
caucſt into the world altogether diſrobed of 
original righteouſneſs, nothing to cover thee, 
not a garment to ſcreen thee, expoſed to 
every inſult, caſt out to the loathſome ra- 


vages of a fallen ſtate, affailed by the powers 


of earth and hell, rigorouſly expoſed to the 
miſeries of time and infernal rage. Our 


great apoſtle Paul was thorougbly convinced 
of ſuch a ſtate, and teacheth us to pray after 


him, ſaying, That I may be found in him, 


n 
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not having on mine own righteouſneſs, which 


is of the law, but that which is through the 


faith of Chriſt ; he means, that Chriſt did, 


by his own faith, keep the law for us, as 
our ſurety and ſponſor fulfilled the law, by 


which means he brought in everlaſting righ- | 
teouſneſs: this was that righteouſneſs where- 
withal our apoſtle wiſhed to be found cloathed 

with, even that which Chriſt wrought out 


by his faith; and that we may the better 


FH ee the dignity of this righteouſneſs, 
hae calls it the righteouſneſs of God, by faith, 
Chriſt :- That was, God gives it juſtifying | 
qualities, and by his Godhead enhanceth its 


unlimited merit: Q how' proportionate every 


way to the ſinner's neceſſity, therefore called 


d e n n e 


the righteouſneſs of God by faith, becauſe 


the faith of the ſinner receives all this righ- 


teouſneſs unto itſelf; it is the righteouſneſs 
of God which proves it dignity, and it is 


faith's prerogative to receive it inſtrumen- 


tally. But there are ſo many like that pre- 
ſumptuous perſon, named Verga, who faid, 
 f# nequeo accipere cœlum ut pretium, nunguam 
accipiam calum gratis; if I cannot receive hea- 
ven as a reward, | will never receive heaven 
gratis; but works are ſo ſcanty ever to ſcreen 
us, and faith is ſo rich, the will both adorn 
us, and laye us, 
g . 


the parent for all ſuccours. Here is two 


it has no o reſaurce but parental. 


fly from object to object, yet ſet down. Pd 
pointed; they are hungry, but never fed; 
thirſty, but never have enough; their un 
bounded avarice has no definition, a circle of 


r R f A C 5. xvil 
Thirdly; + A young infant is dependent on 


things; firſt, if the child is hungry, it hath 
no ſupplies but from the beer ih 2. * a yu 


- The INDucTION, 


0 how many poor ſouls, are there ſtarving 
over eternity, nor richly conſider it, they 


inconſiſtencies; but he that hungreth and 


_ thirſteth:after the knowledge of reconciled 
God, ſhall find all- ſufficiency; wouldſt thou 

5 wiſh to taſte his benignity, thou ſhalt find 
real ſatiety; O the overflowing ſweetneſs ! 
there is bread enough in our heavenly Fa- 
ther's houſe, and to ſpare ; this bread hath 
nutrition and corroboratien, therefore called 
the bread of life. Hear what God faith : 
Turn ye, turn ye, O houſe of Iſrael, for why 


will ye die? To die with hunger is dreadful, 


but to die when thou mayeſt be feaſted is 
intolerable: If thou art ſpiritually hungry, 
he will never turn thee away empty. The 
Virgin Mary's doxology was never without 
authority; He hath filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he hath ſent empty 


. on ſeek to the great feaſt maker, who ; 
has 
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has ſaid, Come, for all things are now rea- 
dy, the maſter of the banquet is thy Re- 
dieemer, he is ready to receive thee; the Fa- 
ther is ready to embrace thee, the Holy 
Ghoſt is ready to adminiſter comfort to thee; 
you ſhall partake of his love and grace.; he 


will mercifully think upon you; he will 


ſhew the favour as he uſed to ſhew to his 
people; you ſhall have meat to eat which 
the world knows not of; have they the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel applied to their hearts, 
chey ſhall be applied to your hearts; the life- 
1 Fis is, words fhall be ſpoken to your fouls 1 
- oys and comforts ſhall delight you. 
_ Secondly, If athirſt, the infant has no re- 
. fource but parental. [2 
5 The Inneren 47 
- Poor ſinner ! who but a God can open his 
celeſtial - ciſterns? He will give thee the 
cooling waters of life, waters that ſhall 
quench the keeneſt thirſt of thy ſoul; go to 
thy Father by creation, he will give thee the 
living waters of ſalvation. O what pleaſing 
5 draughts ! more enriched than rivers of the 
moſt coſtly wine. The Primitive Church 
mäketh her boaſt of. thoſe waters, and in- 
viteth all to come to her flowing ſprings, 
Our dear Redeemer faith, he that drinketh 
of theſe waters ſhall never thirſt; they dwell 
5 ſecure n inclement and raging elements FY 
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no peſtilential diſeaſe ſhall prevail over them. 
What waters are ſo divinely refreſhing to the 
ſoul? The hunted hart wiſhes but in vain for 
the cooling ſtream. O my ſoul, ſeek more 
earneſtly the waters of life; beg of God to 
break up to thee the deep fountains, even the 
ſacred mines of the deep, that thou drink of 
the latent waters from his cooling ſprings, 
and be ſatisfied: Ho every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, come ye buy and eat; yea come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without 
price; thy price is too inconſiderable to pur- 
chaſe thoſe waters that are ſo incomparable. 
Fourthly and laſtly, The infant ſtate o ß 
man is both helpleſs and friendleſs; parental 
| ſuccours is the only dependence. e 
e e n e os 
What a friendleſs creature is the poor ſin- 
ner? In his ſtate of minority ſurrounded with 
direful diſeaſes; in his ſtate of majority en- 
compaſſed with deſtructive enemies; if thou 
art young and beautiful, tempters ſhall in- 
vade thee; if rich, robberies ſhall intimidate 


7 thee; if thou art exalted to poſts of honour, 


the world will be jealous of thy fidelity; if 


g I poor, thou ſhalt be deſpiſed and neglected; 


do trade with honour and juſtice, thou ſhalt 


if dependent, thou ſhalt be cenſured and 
| Judged; if thou art an honeſt man, and wiſh 
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be made the deridiculum of the deſigning, 


who ſhall falſely repreſent thee ; if thou art a 


miniſter, enlarged with the moſt falutary 


ſentiments, yet hypocrites will remonſtrate 
apainſt thee, and hurt thy inſtrumentality ; 
laſtly. ſuppoſing thy friendſhips are the moſt 
intereſting, is there one amongſt them can 
put up a prayer for thy ſoul? God may give 
thee the exterior light of his providence, 
whilſt perhaps thou art ignorantly unac= | 
eons with the light of his countenance; | 

od is the only friend to poor ſinners, there 
is no friend like God; his friendſhip is the 
moſt ſacred, and its ties the moſt firm, 

its dependance the moſt ſure, and his ac- 
quaintance the moſt fundamental. God is 

2 truſty friend, his word and his heart one, 
his engagements irrevokable, his promiſes | 
rocks, his friendſhips unſhaken, his favours 

ſtable, his love durable, his mercies perpe- 


_ tual, his kindneſs everlaſting. 


My brethren, ſhall not his friendſhips en- 


gage your chiefeſt attention! when he ſmiles 
fix the eſtimate of your conſolation, let that | 
be thought worthy of your choice above all, 
which is more tranſcendent than all, ſu- 
piremeſt objects ſhould have your ſuperior } 
claims; what are worldly - friendſhips to the |} 
friendſhips. of heaven] what are the honours i 
of the world to the honours of God! what 
are mountains of gold to the treaſures of 
1 e 
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| He addreſeth his Sons, even thoſe amongſt whom 


He has laboured in the City 4 L on don, a nd Fo 
Places circumjacent. 


TY fon, deſpiſe thou not the e aflictions 5 
| of the righteous, for corruption i 
_ dwelleth in the breaſt, and i iniquity is in thine 


own heart. 


2. The Lord trieth his people by tempta- 
tions, and ſubdues their Pride by the hand of 5 
the wicked one, 

Hear thou the teacher for thy profir 
and the miniſter for thy admonition. _ 

. Attend the means of thy ſalvation, nor 


|. be thou flothful for thine own ſoul. 


5. If thy prieſt be poor and afflicted, take 
thou not part with his oppreſſors, nor make 
= thyſelf ſtrong againſt —_— .:; 
* 6. For his God is more mighty than thou, : 
and ſeeks to walk with the deſolate i in their 


| 3 deſolate places. 


7. For the Lord regardeth not th delicate 
8 palaces, nor the haughtineſs of thy heart, 
= wherezore TONGA 25 rods viſit thee, 


4 The SINNER's TEARS; Or, 


= * 93 


8. For he is A preacher of righteouſiteſ 
_ unto thee, and the ſouls of men are precious 
in his ſight. 5 - 

. He will feed ches with biäden realures; 
| and nouriſh thee with immortal ordinances. 
10, He regardeth not thy filver nor thy 
gold, but giveth thee right counſel. 

11. If thou art ſick, he will viſit thee of- 
in pain, he will bear thee upon his heart; if 


8 diſconſolate, he will miniſter comfort to thee. 85 
12. For he is acquainted with the ſtars of 
| heaven; ; he will ſeek thee amongſt the 


: clouds; and intercede for thee amongſt the 
5 8 I clouds. 


. He knows the covenant of Peace, and 5 


the miniſtry of falvation, 


If he receiveth an oracle Tn” this 
Moſt High he divulgeth not the matter, but i 


2 Keepeth i in his heart. 

Iz. When thou heareſt thereof, thou art 
glad, becauſe he e the foot of the de- 
. 


16. My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the operati- 
ons of God, nor ſpeak in ns heart «paint | 


his influences. 


17. For 


Ver. 12. He means | that a miniſter of the right kind 


is ſo well acquainted with the Heavenly object, that no 


obſtacle ſhall impede him. 


Ver 14. Such a one receives the promiſe | in behalf of 


the delinquent. 
Ver. 15. Its good effects. 
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GRACE TRIUMPHANT. 5 


17. For the rocks have vital virtue, and 


the ſtone in the wall bringeth forth moſs, 
18. Nor can they come forth without vital 
ſtrength, nor multiply without knowledge, 
nor grow without life. 
1909. My ſon, let grace be precious in thine 
eyes, nor deſpiſe thou her operations, ſo halt ; 
thou proſper. _ | 


20. For the judicious ſhall be confounded; 


the prudent man findeth not her path, 
21. But aſk thou of the ſpirit, and he ſhall 
inſtruct thee, he ſhall enlighten thy darkneſs 
and ſhew thee the tree of life. 5 


22. If thou ſeek him he will dwell in 9 ETIK 


1 n and teach thee the knowledge of God. 
23. Let him convince thee of thine i igno⸗ 

rance, and he ſhall open to thee the fountain 

of ie. 

234. Submit thyſelf to his teachings, bs 5 

will open to thee the cabinet of his grace, 

and the deep things of God hall be made 


manifeſt. 


| 25. Thou ſhalt experience his benignity, ; 
and his love ſhall be ſhed abroad in thine 


heart. 


26. My ſon, let the wiſdom of 4 ſpirk + 
1 inſtruct 5 


Voer. 17. He proves that Gods ſpirit n upon 
the inanimate creation, therefore exhorts his fon not to 
deny his operations * the hearts of the en * 
8 en. LE! 0 
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inſtruct thee, and good e ſhall 
be given thee from above. 
27. For the prudence of the to irit is life 


and peace, but the Prodence of the fleſh is 


death. 
23. Therefore my ſon, boaſt not of thy 


parts, nor ot thy 5 8 4a leſt the children 


of God condemn thy raſhneſs. 


209. For they found God in their ſimplicity, i 
and the holy one in the conviction of their 


15 8 | 


7 be glory ft the cher, laid up in Pb,, 
Meus tuus ſuus. 


85 He that from his Heart is ſolicitous ts intereſt himſelf 


in the following lines ſhall be ſaved, 


1. 


8 who then can be againſt me. 
2. Let his light ſhine upon me. 
3. Let his favours enrich me. 
4. Let his love melt me. 
5. Let his goodneſs enlarge me. 
6. Let his mercies court me. 
7. Let his ſmiles cheer me. 
38. Let his ſweet ſpirit comfort me. 


9. Let the light of his countenance illumi- ; 


2 nate me. 
10. Let his graces environ me. 
11. Let his preſence rejoice me. 


'ET God but ſhew that he i is * me, 


Ed 0 a» fe das. 


8 14. Let 
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14. Let his tokens of love viſit me. 


| [ 19. Let his heart pity me. 


17. Let his wings be a cover for me. 
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12. Let his promiſes ſweeten me. + 
13. Let his words of life confirm me. 


15. Let his pavilion hide me. | 
16. Let his ſhield defend me. 


18. Let his paternal bowels move for me. 


20. Let his redemption ſave me. 


21. Let his ſon's blood be applied to me. 

* 22, Let his ſon's righteouſneſs Jaun me. 
23. Let his intereſt be for mne. 
24. Let his wiſdom direct me. 


25. Let his infinite power engage for me. 


26. Let the triune be mine for ever. 
27. Then let worlds ſcorn me. 
= Then let men deride me. 


Then let falſe profeſſors wound me. 


38. Then let them eject me. 
31. Then let hypocrites confound me. 
32. Then let infidels encompaſs me. 

33. Then let wild beaſts rend me. 


34. Then let abjects cruſh me. 
35. Then let ſerpents ſting me. 
36. Then let ſcorpions bite me. 

. Thea let devils hack me. 


38. Then let dunghills bury me. 


Thus are they oloriouſly happy, who ſhall be 5 
privileged with the aforegoing but celeſtial fa- 


vours, and no malign powers from carth n nor eu 
ſhall eyer hurt them. 
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The SINNER's TEARS ; Or, 
G N | 
A brief Account of the Vanity of his Days at ten and 


eleven Years of Age; and if ſome * ent Convictions 
in thoſe Days. 


M Parents were honeſt, and I hope Chriſtian: 
people, they paid good attention to the morals 
both of children and ſervants; but I too often broke 
thro' the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes of their good admonition, 1 
TI embraced the binding chain, and the deftrue- | - 
tive ſtake, I loved the Paths of MAE; tho? they +: 
led to death. os 
„ I0-WaE, notwithflanding 1 had many warnings, 
kr frightful dreams, compunCtion of conſcience, dread. 
apprehenſions of the day of judgment, formi- 
able reflections of the general conflagration, hor- 
rible fear of ghoſts, ſpectres and devils; the threats 
of maſters, good counſel of governors, abortive 
. pleaſures, diſappointed expectations, yet my pro- 
penſities to an evil courſe was altogether incorrigible. 
Every kind of devotion was really ſickly to me, 
nor had I any taſte for thoſe ſubjects; O the depths 
of man's fall! Yet at certain times I was poſſeſſed | 
with unaccountable diſſatisfaction from ſome inſatia. — | * 
ble ſpark within, incentiveof ſomething more than „ 
man, andan inundation of tears would flow from mine 
eyes, yet but little fixation on any particular object, 
and the whole creation was a morſel too ſmall to eaſe 
© ponies 3 
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12 H A P. II. 
: A. impartial Account of bis legal Conviclions, and bis 
Lee at twelve Years of Age, at W 4 
near Froom, Somerſetſhire. 80 j 


. OW it came to the iſſue, hae my father re- 
N 
I moved from the place of towns and large 

villages, to dwell upon the ſeat of the nobles. 


2. By 
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GRACE TRIUMPHANT. 9 
2. By the garden of Orchardly, even by the vine- 7 
yard which lieth eaſtward. 


And there went forth his wife ad children, 5 


and ſervants, and they dwelt upon the great _ 


even the ſeat of the honourable. | 
4. And the names of his children whore Joannes, 
Prudentia, and Rebecca; but Rebecca dwelt not 
with her father becauſe ſhe was far removed. 
And it came to paſs as Joannes was in the field 
with one of his father's ſervants, Joannes ipake per- 
erſely with his lips. _ > 
6. And theLord heard it, and his heart ſmote him; 
then Joannes went forth behind the palace of the ao- 
bles, and wept bitterly. . 
And ſaid, OLord God, pa rdon thou the iniqui- 
1 of my lips, for 1 bave ſinned and done fooliſhly 
in thy ſight. 
8. Then the compunction was alleviated ; but 
Joannes did evil a ſecond time, in like manner and 
the ſervant bare witneſs of it. 1 5 
And Joannes rehearſed : again the evil which” 
he did with weeping and ſupplication; and the Lord | 


ſtaid the tumult of his thoughts. 


10. But Joannes the third time ſake frowardly 7 
as afore, and ſaid, if the Lord even now forgive me 


my fin, I will keep thy precepts diligently, and thy $ 


teſtimonies all the days of my life. 


11. And the Lord heard Joannes, and his vow; 
and Joannes was ſtedfaſt in his covenant, eren in 
the covenant of the law. 


12. Thus Joannes repented of the evil which he 


did before the Lord, and read the books of the prieſts, 


and of the prophets, and kneeled before the Lord, 
ns worſhipped in his father's houſe. 
. But Joannes was righteous in his own eyes, 


_ knew not the Lord, for Iſrael did not acknow- 
ledge him. 


'Þ "ROY 1 15 14. Joannes 


b * — — — ; 
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-" Th . ſaid, I will prepare my heart to all 


good works according to the law of Moſes; I will 


cat mine own bread, and wear my own cloathing, 


and cover myſelf with a delicate robe, even the robe 
of mine own righteouſneſs, : 
15. Therefore Joannes ſerved the Lord by light of 


his own underſtanding, and the direction of a natu- 


ral conſcience, but not by the ſpirit. 


16. But comforted himſelf with his own ſparks, 


which he had kindled ; and warmed himſelf. by his 
own fire, Which he had made. 
17. And it came to paſs, has? Joannes duilt an 
high tower upon the plain, that lieth northward: and 

under the archway thereof was portrayed the image 
of Moſes, and next to that his own 1 with 5 
this inſcription: . 


By good works 1 built this 80 ie tower, 
By prudent hands, by my {kill and power: 


"0 good Works I have made my peace with N 


heaven, 


And oY $00d works, my | ſins ſhall be e forgiven. 


5 Fr WW - —_— 8 —_— GI 2 Mita 


CHAP Teh 


Es 4 2 Account of his deep Sleep for he e of thre CE 


Months, at Orchardly near Froome. 
* Joannes walked in the laws of the Lord, 
and kept the ſtatutes of his God. 

2. And many were amazed, and faid, this youth. 


_ dwells alone, and hath not a competitor, 


3. Notwithſtanding Joannes knew not the Lord, 


but worſhipped in his ignorance. 


4. Therefore the Lord laid Joannes! in a Meep, | 
EVEN in a deep ſleep. _ 
. And it was in the ninth month in hs ninth 


month of the year, Joannes began to ſleep. 


6. Wherefore he flept until three months were 


fulfilled; for Joannes gave ſlumber to his eyes and 
to his eyclids inceſſant ſleep. 


7. Nor 


GRACE TRIUMPHANT, 5 


J. Nor took be any ſuſtenance but by en: and 
7 chen in ſmall portions, becauſe ſleep had prevailed. 
8. But when three months were accompliſhed, 


violent thunder from behind a cloud, with much | 


lightening rouſed him from ſleep. . 
9. And Joannes opened his eyes, and fav the ter- 
rors of this day. 


10. And it came to paſs, yet a little white the pale 


moon was eclipſed, and ſhe became as blood,” : 


11. Then Joannes remembered the laſt days, and 
the general conflagration of all thing, and he fear- 


ed with exceeding great fear. 


12. Subſequent hereunto, he heard the dvath of . 
a young damſel, and ſhe kept the yy] of the tower, 


being pious in the law. 


13. And he wept for her with great lamencation, 


and much ſorroõw. 


14. Then Joannes ſaid, I will turn my thoughts to 
a diſquiſition, and make ſtrict za ne Fee ” 


the world to came. 
15. Whendeep ſleep falleth upon man, ſhall not 


the Lord be magnified? When the veſſels are 
| ſtrengthened, and the delicate nerves fortified 


againſt the day of trial. 


16. Then Joannes repented himſelf of the tower 


which he had erected, and ſaid, | built a tower in my 


preſumption, and ia the haughtineſs of my heart 1 


laid the foundation thereof. 
17. And he would have e this FONG of mar- 


ble, and eraſed the i image of Moles, and have taken | 


down his own ſtatue. 


18. But a prieſt paſſing by; ſeeing the tower ad- 
mired the ſtones thereof; he fenced it about with a_ 


wall of iron, and ſet a watch over it, therefore it re- 
| mained unhurt. 15 | 
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The ' SINNER's TEARS Or, 
Animadverſions on the Second and Third Chapters. 


NOME are awake, yet ſtumble in the dark, 
Half awake, to ſpy their ſins and there fall; 


Fot their fall, but the ſhadow of ſome ill 
The Sinner fears, when conſcience makes alarm, 


But is ſoon appeas'd; not by blood, appeas'd. 


By fraud appeas'd, portentous figns of ill. 
Genius and art are but feeble aids 

To aſſiſt our ſacred flight to heaven: 
Let genius then deſpair to make thee great, 


Though mixt with morals ſullied fragments; 


Rubbiſh of the fall, proud medicaments 
Vet aſſert their rank, though but human fire 

Aſſert dignity, as if from purer realm 
Blood apply'd, that ſov'reign of the ſkies ; 
Medicine pure, unmixt, unadulterate,  _ 

Antidotes each wound, and crowns with ſucceſs. . 
Acquires greatneſs, and makes the man as great; 
_ Worthy of 1 
Will ſolve each knot, and crown the ſinner's be 
With warmer ſuns from chambers of the ſouth; 
With vivid beams to cheer the ſinner's ſoul, 

Whilſt application ſeals the bleſſings home. 

His cottage converts into a palace bright; 3 
The beggar into a prince wholly bleſs'd; 

With new objects, new robes, and new delights, 
He dwells in ſafety from the fears of ills, 

On the exalted rock he firmly builds; 
Surround with walls and bulwarks from above. 
Secur'd within the circle of God's love, + 
Imparadiſed in covenants moſt firm; 


Gop, ſhall calm the ſinner's fears, 


With promiſes dilated, happy teſt, 


SBaureties and bonds cheer the Aae up, 
Dilate his faith, and pre immortal hope. 


CHAP, 
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CRAP IV 8 


His Family moving from Orchardly 10 e 
heard an unnatural Ring * a Be Il in the Field called 
the LOGEE: 


OW it fo happened that there. was no rain 
for the ſpace of many months. 5 
2. And the drought of the ſummer dried up al 
the fountains of the welt. ; 
„ 3. So that the herbs of the geld were ſcorched, 
1 the caterpillers did eat the reſidue thereof. 
4. Then the people called a convocation, and 
cried unto their God, becauſe there was no rain, | 
and the herbs of the field periſhec. = 
: And men did bear grain upon their ſhoulders, 55 
that the cattle might eat. 
6. And water in veſſels of wood, that they might 
give them drink. 


J. Aſter twelve months were accompliſhed, our 
= father moved from Orchardly Houſe to Brookover: 


„ 3. And he had much cattle and ſheep, and houſ- 
hold ſtuff : | 


But the ſervuntz drove the cattle and ſheep Ws 


fore NN and the houſhold. ſtuff ey.” bare upon 


—__ * * 923 


5 W 


= The 1 ts 400 red by bis Priends to give the 1 


ing Account of an unnatural Ring of a Bell, in a 1 eld 
called the Lodge. 


| As we were moving to and from Occhardly 4 


Brookover, an uncommon caſe annoyed our 


| ears; a bell rung from ten o'clock until break of day. 


This bell was erected upon the precipice of an 


houſe called the Lodge, on the ſurface of the houſe. 


And what ſtill adds to the extraordinary account, 
this bel had not been rung for twenty years paſt and . 
upwards, 
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upwards, but now ings with velocity, and very loud; 
we all heard jt from the leaſt to the greateſt ; the 


villages heard the loud kanst and the diſtant fields 
| the alarm. 


and continued throughout the whole. night with |} 


his new habitation, when he was preſented with a = 
dead cow, ſuppoſed to be drowned ; in her proſtra-*- 
tion the water was far from covering che ſecond horn. 


. would the water cover the ſecond horn; and what 
appears more wonderful, there was not the leaſt 
ſigns of violence found upon them. To add to the 
account, thoſe two cattle were the moſt ſtately, ſtrong 
| anc healthful, of the Whole herd. 
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1— 


We are ſure this bell rung without 1 aid, 1 


little or no intermiſſion ; (there are ſome now living 


who can vouch it as a truth) my convictions grew 
more keen, and my deſires more neee rouzed 
to ſeek grace and merey. 


My father had been but the ſecond morning bir 


The next day another was drowned in the ſame |} 
brook, lying proſtrate in the ſame manner, nor | 


r — a * r * — a —ͤ— — 


"ne hs por the Nofturnal Bell. 


D/ABOLUS ſhall have his bel] to ring, 


His bell, confuſion, what a jarring found, 


'Dulleſt peals. Each ſenſe replete with horror 
Affrights the gueſts he ought to entertain; 

Or allure, where convictions take their ſeat ; 3 
Senſeleſs, aftright thoſe that quit thy ſervice, 
Or ſeeking another and better poſt, 
Enemy to man, to thyſelf and me, 
If friendſhip nurſes the iffue he diſlikes, = 
It is againſt his nature to be good. 

He oft does that he never choſe to do, 
Forwards the work he hopes to deſtroy, 


"ils 


* 
4 
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GRACE Tame 
| He ſaps foundation he hopes to erect, 

5 And by confuſion often contounds bimſelf; 
Digs pits for me, tumbles into thoſe pits, 
A proof he is blind, yet hath eyes ito lee;: 
1 Thinks to deſtroy where God intends to ſave; 
1 Attacks the fort where God delights to dwell; 

Moore a fool, inſults God's eternal {on, 

110 confound the author of his loſt bliſs; 335 
+; Active always, yet nothing does but noughtz  » 
„ Builds ſtructures and they tumble in the floor, 
 - Eredts that which God deſtroyed before, 

e wrong, will never 40 right vel. 


1 > {4 ERR 
ren HAP N 


Previous Qualifications i in order 40 4 goſpel contrition's : 
Thunaerings from the Heavens; a certain Eclipſe of 
the Moon; : the Death of a young Woman ; the conver= 
ation he Aud with his Father, which ne Dita. "A 
tions concerning his own State. | 


3 : OD, who in his great wiſdom and love, hag am 
; 1 G ply provided means tor the recovery of loſt 
man; by certain occurrences I began to Tos the de- 
ception in every work of mine own; thoſe rotten 
props failed me, At this time there were thunder- 
ing from the heavens, attended with much lightning, 
wWͤhich abaſhed my ſuperior powers: celeſtial orbs 
wt £46 were dreſſed with terror, as a preludium of ſome in- 
undation; here ſeverity itſelf cloathes ſerener heavens 
and flaſhing behind the clouds indicate to ſinners 
their uſt deſerts, My hopes dwindle, confuſion 
rides on in triumph; immediately follows an extra- 
ordinary eclipſe of the moon, which made deep im- 
Ppreſſions on my frame; her rednels agitated each im- 
pulſive thought. My cogitations took their flight 
to that day ol the general deciſion, when the moon 
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ſhall be reverſed, the luminaries darkened, the ſun 


hide his face in perpetual baniſhments ; when hor- 
ror and tremour ſhall ride regent over all globes, 
and worlds veiled with horrid gloom. 


On the verge cf thoſe elementary operations, cams 


to my ears the death of a young woman, who thved 


at Brookover; ſhe was a farmer's daughter, both fober 


and agreeable to converſe with, and would often turn 
ker converſation to moral religion ; but God knows, 
ſhe was juit as much acquainted with vital religion 
as myſelf. When ſhe was upon her ſick-bed ſhe 
_ expreſſed great indignation againſt thoſe who ſhould 
enter on the farm after her death; this talk was a ſore 

trial to me, & indeed her death was none of the leaſt, 


No recent convictions took place, and I faid, 


0 this young woman ſeemed to bid as fair for heaven as 


myſelf; ſhe was upright, according to the law, as 


| myſelf ; ; if moral goodneſs would have ſaved her, it 


ſhall ſave me: but if the died in her fins, perhaps 


my flate 1s not a whit better. 1 began much to 
| queſtion the goodneſs of my ſtate ; ſolicitations en- 
tered my heart; I was all anxiety, Unwilling to be 
- deceived, I made enquiries ; the world of ſpirits had 
fixt the ſubject. I aſked my father ſeveral queſtions; 
Firſt, What his thoughts were of hell? Second, 


Whether that place had any period? Third, Whether. 


it will admit of degrees? My father's anſwers were 
ſo very pertinent, put me to the bluſh, and extorted 


deep reflections, and ſeemed to open the avenues of 


. 22 foul to a + ove repentance, 


CE dt 


. ir FI. 

4 ad F F a real Goſpel ne 
| betwixt Thirteen and Fourteen Years of Age, which 
proved his Converſion; this was at Brookover, near 
PFrroome, in Somerſetſhire, 
A I faid, thunderand lightning from the 8 

3 rouzed By langer: the Supi of the moon 


family move 
victions being reared, pectoral guiltineſs coagitated 
my ſoul; I roared by reaſon of the diſquietude of 
my heart; the watery fluices force their way through 
all avenues. In a word, I ſaw fin with new eyes, fin 
appeared exceedingly Gnful : I ſaw my danger more 
formidable than ever; 1 ſaw my wounds incurable; 
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excited anxiety ; the death of the farmer s daughter 
fired my jealouſy ; the converſa\i ion | had with my 


father —_ my enquiries. At this time our 
from Orchardly to Brookover. Con- 


I ſaw my diſeaſe paſt remedy; I ſaw, as through a 


25 perſpective, the naked eſtate of my foul; that I was 


in real bondage to Satan; that I was under the male - 
diction of God's judicial law. My ſoul was like 


unto the parched ground, the barren garden, the 
deſolate wildernefs, asa plant to be caſt over the wall; 


a ſinner wounded, and no kind phyſician near; | was | 


as wax before the lun. Down 1 fell at the ſovereign” 5 
foot; my cry was mercy, my fins were clouds. 1 
Invoked the divinity to {ſcatter the darkneſs; my 
ſickneſs had reached the i Interior parts; I applied to 


God for his all-healing grace. Never was a poor 


criminal more afraid of execution, nor a traitor of 

the block ; indeed I feared to take my ſteps, leſt that 
the earth, with open mouth, {wallow up her guilty 
burthen. O what inceſſent cries to the heavens for 


their kind benedict ions; I ſaid, let mercy cloath me, 


Jet her voice be heard in our ſtreets, let her put forth 7 
her hand, her tender hand, to my falvation ; „ Our 
her —.— My eſcape. 5 


HA VII. 


: 075 bis 3 alone in the Fields, under the Shades 125 


of Trees and Hedges, ſeeking, by Proyers and 7˙ cart, 
God's Mercy for his Sou. 


=" firſt day beſpake ths cloud, nor will the 


night ſcatter the thick cloud. Duplicity unite | 
in 
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in one, which makes the hours tedious and intolera- 


ble. If ſleep would indulge my powers, I am ftart- 
led with the awful ſenſe of the wretchednels of my 
ſtate. 


The deſcenſion of Chriſt to the judgment ſeats 
Alarmed each fleeting, unfleeting hour: 


O the midnight cry, the trumpet ani 
And I am unprepared. 


No ſooner was I riſen, but the morning enlarged 
my animadverſions on the horrors of the infernal pit, = 
the irremediability of the loſt, the perpetuity of their 
| baniſhment. O Eternity! Eternity! was like fome _ 
frightſul ghoſt haunting deſolate places. 


The conſideration of my native and corrupt tate, 


I ſaw expoſed me to every woe; the thoughts' of 


living and dying under the prevalence of ſuch a ſtate, ” 
were e reflections inſufferable. 5 


** 8 


c 


„ HA VIII. WT 
He hoops to the Diſpenſations of Mercy and Grace, a as 
Aas of mere Bounty, _ 


HE ſenſibility ob my deſerts broke up every 
dependance of my own, therefore I ſubmitted 
tothe bounty of mercy ; free grace, abſtractedly free, 
bows every lofty thought ; I gave him the preroga- 
tive in the diſpoſition of {piritual bleſſings. 
Unmerited and-unconditional grace as mere acts 
40 es generoſity, muſt fix my expectations; con- 
dlitions ſpeak on this wile, if we are dutiful to his 
commandments, he will be merciful for our improve- 


ments. But my wound was too deep to be ſkinned 


over; for | was fully perſuaded my beſt works ſtood 

me in no more ſtead for heaven than my worſt ſins, 
and my very tears, which are the figns of a penitent 
heart, are but the ſignatures of guiltineſs, therefore 


I took refuge under the Yountery: diſtribution | of 


divine favors. 2 175 


» 1 Rr 


, 
2 
8 


n 


. a . Ter = 


pleaſures of earth to the plea 


GRACE TRIUMPHANT. my 


Now the grand criterion is to find God reconcile- 


able to a poor guilty ſinner, who has nothing, to 


plead but miſery : O for the tokens of his paternal 


| favors, the ſhinings of his face, the light of his 
countenance, or I muſt be held in perpetual ſuſpence. 


: * 


e HRA. IE; 
As he walked through his F at her's Fields, he thought he 
heard a Voice ai his left Hand, which ſaid, ** Thou 
Fool, wilt thou think about Religion, loſe the Com- 
forts of Life, and the Pleaſures of the World?“? 
S I was ruminating on the melancholy eftate of 
my ſoul, I heard a voice directed to me, * 
thou fool, wilt thou think about religion, loſe the 
comforts of life, and the pleaſures of the world?“ I 


apprehended {ome perſon to be there, but turning 
about, I ſaw no one. Being convinced of my foe, 


my ſoul deteſted his dehortations ; I found that his 
aim was my deſtruction, therefore the more acute 


grew my conviction. I was reſolved, if poſſible, to 
breathe in purer air. I ſought for regions more re- 


fined, and objects more e ee what are the 
ures of heaven? The 


triumphs of the world to the triumphs of mercy? 
What is time to eternity? The favor of globes to 
the ſingle favor of a God? e 5 


, e nee arenen, 
O parent of all ſubtilty, why didſt thou not awake 
me from my lethargy, when deluſively ſecure in 
mine own righteouſneſs? Thou kneweſt me to be 


ignorant of the wretchedneſs of my ſtate, nor would 


thou undeceive me; and that I entertained falſe 


opinions of the goodneſs of my ſtate, nor didſt thou 
alarm me of my danger; but no. ſooner I began to 


ſee my miſtake, thou ſetteſt before me the pleaſures 
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of the world; no ſooner thou perceiveſt me cravin 


mercy and friendſhip with my God, I muſt be 
reckoned a fool: O cruel foe, 1 dereſt thy machi- 
nations ; ſhall I Prove the loſs of this world, or its 


of a Goc; 7 


He den' [ay this voice was aur icular. But the Words 


-: were TWO: — the very Powers Ki m_ 


CHAP. X. 


After his Combat with Apollyon, he ſeeks God more 
earnefily, refolvea, thi ough Grace, no one ſhould flop 


Him in his heavenly Purfult. _ 


N. conviction had taken too deep a root 


quickly to be eradicated: the deplorability 


of my 1 * fixed a reſolution to ſeek a remedy : 1 
 foon made an experiment, which was to enquire. 
_ after thoſe pre-requiſites neceſſary for an eſcape ; 1 
ſearched the oracles, heard ſermons, read books; I 
found nothing ſhort of efficacious grace could give 
mee relief, as I was attached to a ſcriptitious Know- 
ledge, our Saviour convinced my judgment, and 
eſſicacious grace was the topic. John iii. 3: 5. 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


Then taking notice of the impartiality of the text, 


firſt here is a double aſſeveration; verily, verily; 


amen, amen; ſo the Greek, id eſt, faithfully, truly, 


it is lo; let it be ſo; it muſt be ſo; ſo be it. Second- 


ly, I conſidered the excelleney of the perſon ſ peaking 


id eſt, the eternal lip of truth. Thirdly, the uni- 


Fre 7 enovationem. 
3 


verſality of the change, except a man be born again, 
id eft, every man mult be born again. Fourthly, 

| the nature and quality of that affirmed, id eſt, born 

again. Non unius partis FROG, fed totius na- 


Amendment 5 
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Amendment of a man, in part is not fufficient, 
but the renovation of the whole man; the faculties of 


os b 


the ſoul have a moſt viſible change by regeneration. 


Fifthly, the efficient cauſe of regeneration, ſpiritus 


Dei, the ſpirit of God. Sixthly, the neceſſity urged 
by our Saviour; he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, 
videre eſt frui. O, I thought, they are happy indeed, 
who ſhall be the participators of ſuch a change; 1 
prayed for the exalted grace, I prayed that his holy 
irt would renovate my united powers. Shall I 


be thought worthy of the heavenly birth ? Will the 


ſkies promote me to the high dignity? Shall I bea 


ſon of ſuch high degree, an heir of ſuch rich grace? 


I ſaw that this excellent gift would furniſh me with 

every degree of happineſs, and let me into the cabi- 
net of his jewels ; but without this I can have na 
knowledge of God, no celeſtial ſprings to ſatiate 


my thirſt ; no wells of ſalvation to raiſe my joys ; no 


exhauſtleſs fountains to nouriſh and repleniſh my 


ſoul ; no flowing bleſſings from upper ſkies to en- 
large my heart; no promiſe of peace to comfort me; 


no kind interceſſor to plead for me; no advocate 


that will take my black cauſe in hand; no umpire 


to compoſe the breach betwixt God and me. I con- 
tinued the word of lamentation, and ſaid, the whole 
head is ſick, and the whole heart faint ; from the 
| ſole of the foot even unto the head, there is no ſound- 
neſs in it, but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 


ſores; they have not been cloſed, neither bound up, 


neither molified with ointments, Iſaiah i. 56. The 


rophet conld not ſpeak more convincingly ; he 


includes the whole circle of human nature, 


anatomizes the ſoul, that he might inform us 
that all her faculties are wounded, her under. 
ſtanding darkened, her will inflexible, her af- 
fections carnal, the mind impotent, her conceptions 


gloomy, her conſcience defiled, and all her powers 


enervated; 


e 
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enervated; her ears deaf, her hands enfeebled; het 
feet lame, her reaſon purblind; ſhe is altogether i * 

a moſt wretched caſe, wounded and bruifed from 8 
the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot; and —ů 
that which adds to her miſery, theſe wounds received 
by the fall are expoſed to every inſult; her ſores 
running, her wounds bleeding, her br. iſes putrify⸗ | 
ing into more ſores; and what {till adds to her misfor- | 
tune, ſhe has no balſamic to regreſs the venom, ſhe 

cannot bind up one cancering wound; her ſores 

muſt remain uncloſed for ever, if left to her own „5 

ſkill ; much leſs can ſhe heal a degenerate ſickneſs. 5 

An obſtinate delirium had ſeized her head, yet 

imagining ſhe knew ſufficiently both of God and . 
religion; a delirium of the worſt kind, her vitals MM 

affected, yet reckons all is well with ber” like a 

man! in a fever, telling his friends he never was bet- 

ter in his life. 

This convictive text opened my W afreth ; 

| 1 afore felt the eſtate of my ſoul ; all I wanted was 

a phyſician ; I knew by this text the balſamic oint- 
ments muſt be applied, and who but God could be 

5 __ to the taſk ? *tis He can reach and heal the ſoul. „ Wo | 

An OrsgrvarTION.. | 
Although my fruit was not ſo pleaſant as I could 
wiſh, yet I found in a perſeverance in that which is 
good, a ſatisfaction. It is Providence's plan, that 
_ bitterneſs ſhould come before {ſweetneſs ; conviction 
before converſion; ſorrows before joy; ſeeking before 
finding ; humiliation before exaltation ; ſorrows are 
the productions of joys, though a fight of my fall 


= —— 
—— — —  —  —— —ð DAY 


// would not cure it, nor a ſenſe of my wounds heal 
il them: but there is no cure for a malady without firſt 
If _. knowing the diſeaſe, nor 1 of a wound without | 
| probing | GOT 
1 When the heart is broken for Kii, God will bind 
E it b when the ſoul 1 is loſt to itſelf, chen! it ſhall find 


God; 


* 
- . 
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Goa : when the ämter; is convinced he is in a grace- 
leſs ſtate without God in the world: ſuch an one ſhall | 
win God's heart, and neee with him. 


. on 


— 
— , 


0 H A * XI. . 
His reflections on the Perperuily of the Soul. 
INDING myſelf a fallen, wounded creature, and 
that to my own apprehenſion as far from help 


as ever, my thoughts took their flight to the grand 
general aſſize, the aſcent of the Lord Jeſus to his 


Judicial throne; how the ſheep are to be placed at 


his right hand, and the goats on the left. The ſen- 


' tence to be paſſed. on the goats go ye cuiſed ; but 
the bleſſed annunciation, come ye bleſſed of my fa- 
ther inherit the kiugdom. The conſideration of an 
un pre paredneſs. drenched each thought into an abyſs 


of contuſion : Then thinking of the wicked ſervant, 


bow he was caſt into priſon, and there to remain ex- 
1 cept the utrermoſt tarthing be paid. Then I read 


David's ſpecific, who ſaith, the redemption of the 


ſoul is precious, and ceaſerh for ever; again he ſaith, 


what man is there can give his brother a ranſom for 
his . 


Here nature is challenged i in her brighter abilities, 


11 her powers are equal to the taſk; let her try her 


experiments; ſhe doth, but new difficulties ariſing 
befetter her ſkill; here daclnes the cauſe, and leaves 


the ſoul to her primeval ſtate. * 


Our Saviour takes up the challenge ; 4 what is 


a man profited if he ſhall gain the whole world. and 


loſe his own ſoul ? Or what ſhall a man give for the 


exchange of his ſoul ? This text confirmed me that 


the redemption of the ſoul could not be com penſa- 


ted; then I hung out the black flag, and cried, 


Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I + 


dwell among a people ot unclean lips. 


CHAP. 


ation; who hath created us anew in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
It is called renovation; put ye on the new man which | 
is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. It is 


with Chriſt, and hath made us fit together with him 


T id et, God by his ſpirit begets the ſoul into thoſe en- 


beri Dei, non nati Dei. The man that is born again, 
is laid to be born of the water and ſpirit, ex aqua e? 
ſpiritu ; born again out of the water, as the matter 


24 The SINNER's T EARS: Or, 
; C HA P. XII. 


regeneration. „ 
IN reading the ſcriptures I found regeneration to 


Heis more convinced of the Nature and Neceſſity , 


be more fully deſcribed by annalization; it is 


called vivification : you hath he quickgned who 
were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. It is called a cre- 


called a reſurrection; who has raiſed us up together 


in the heavenly places. It is called a tranſlation *; 


who hath tranſlated us out of the kingdom of dark- | 


"neſs, into the kingdom of God's dear Son. In her 


_ progreſſive ſteps, called ſanctification; but ye are | 
juſtified, and ye are ſanctified, in the name of the | 


Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our Gd. 
Regeneration is called a begetting ! who hath 
| begotten us again unto a lively hope by the reſur- 


rection of Jeſus Chriſt ; who hath begotten us "gan, <& | 8 OY 
| 


dowments loſt by the fall, nifis quis genitus fit iterum, 
| begotten again, John iii. dico tibi ft quis natus fuerit 


rurſum, born again, 1ſt Epiſt. John, chap. iii. ver.x | 


Here natus ſtands ſubſtantively, and extracts their 


ſonſhip from the eſſence of their noble birth, videte ; 


qualem charitatem dedit nobis pater, ut nati Dei vocemur. 


The Greek tekna, for natl, the Engliſh reads thus: . 


behold what manner of love the father hath beſtowed | 
upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God! |} 


| 


Natus comes from his verb naſcor ; the improve- | 


ment I leave; vide Greek Teſt. cum differentia, li- 


by 


ren 1 [EY 1 
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by which the new creature is formed; out of the 
ſpirit, a proof that the ſpirit hath the agency in the 
forming of the new creature, ex aqua et ſpiritu, to be 
God's ſons by adoption is gloꝛious, but to be lons of 
Sd by birth exceeds in glory. 
. Theophylact calls them God's White Boys, as he 
interprets. Heb. 126, quem enim diligat dominus caſtigar: 
the Greek word chaſtiſe, is derived from the Greek 
Word 4 /on, or child : if thoſe children are naughty, 
dere is the rod to chaſtiſe them, derived from their 
name. I ſuppoſe he calls them God's White Boys; 
Firſt, becauſe they ſtand in the preſence of the King: 
Second, becauſe they are cloathed with white gar⸗- AY 
ments of the Redeemer's obedience ; Third, becauſe — 
they are ornamented with the graces of the ſpirit: 
Fourth, it was uſual in the primitive church Fa „ 
-inging boys to be cloathed with white ; God's fing- 
ing boys are ordained for his praiſe. RE, 
|=: Regeneration is deſcribed by a new heart, faith E 
| the Holy Ghoſt; a new heart alſo will I give you; 
and a new ſpirit will I put within you; and I will 
|? take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I 
will giveyou a heart of fleſh ; the Holy Ghoſt makes 
the new heart eſſential to our ſalvation, therefore he 
— faith in the ſame paragraph, And ye ſhall be my 
people, and I will be your God. Seeing the new 
heart is the alone benediction, I ſought with tears 
the eſpecial donation. My former ground of work- 
ing for acceptance was too ſlippery for my depen- 
OP dence, works of congruity are works of minen, | 
} His Prayer for a new Heart. : 5 „4 
5 Almighty and everlaſting Father, thou haſt pro- 39 
0 


miſed thy holy ſpirit to all them that aſk thee, I 
come not to thee in mine own name, nor my de- 
ſervings, but I come with my fins, that they may be 
cleanſed. My guiltines abſolved, my nature re- 
newed, my foul regenerated, my heart changed. 

O God, 1 humbly beleech thee give me the heart of 


E 2 fleſh 
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fleſh, conſtitute the new heart, that I may bring 


forth the fruits of the ſpirit to the honour and glory 
: of God our T Seien Auen.“ 


. 


—_— » 


CHAP XIII. 


RefleBions on the Infelicity of his Slate. 


i | HE ſtate of my ſoul made me impatient; 55 
oh thoughts of God and my eſtrangedneſs from 


: kim: O ſtate, immedicable ſtate, I have no recon- 


ciled God, I am none of Chriſt's ſheep, none of 
Chriſt's diſciples ; ; what ſhall I do when he ſhall 


1 deſcend > How ſhall I ſtand the ſolemn teſt > The 


goats ſhall be placed at his left hand, the ſheep at 
his right hand ; the right hand denotes honour and 


flavour, the left hand i ignominy and reproach. Then 


I confidered the nature of the ſentence, * depart” tao 
the one, and Come ye blefled? to the others. O the 
wide extremes! this word depart would realize itſelf 
with every attendant horror. Then I conſidered 
the perſon ſentencing, no leſs than the Son of God, 
once a redeemer, but now the Judge; he that once' 
_ chmbed the ladder of the croſs to die for us, now aſ- 
cends the judicial throne to condemn us; he that 
Was as a lamb ſlain for us, ſhould now ſtand forth to 
Paſs ſentence upon us. I ſay no more, but leave the 
reader to judge of the nature of my caſe at this. time. 


"CHAP XIV. 


Ho Conf derations on the Attributes of Cod, which 
excited his Fears, 

Onviction of my ſtate, the ſins of my life, com- 
punction of conſcience, the thoughts of God, 


heaven and eternity, fell with palpable 8 on 5 
my ſoul. 


The conſideration of God's majeſty awes me; can 
| ; majeſty 


OY 


. 
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majeſty itſelf ſalve my complaints; hear my cries, 
regiſter my requeſt, indulge my happineſs ; will 


 Helion® ſtoop his lofty. throne to a ſinner like me; 
will he that drowns immenſity, ſhew mercy to a 
creature of yeſterday ?.will he that is uncircumſerib- 


ed, favour a poor blind finite creature? if Helion 
will come and ſave me, O then mercy ſhall im 


cloathed with golden lenity. 2dly, Then I copfi-_ 


dered his omnipotence ; what 1s man, a handful of 
duſt, a ſpider's web, a moth to be cruſhed, a reptile 
upon earth. O Shaddai - let me form in my mind 
as thou haſt, a plenitude of power, thou art able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt all that ſeek thee ; thou canſt 


pardon great offences, ſave from deſerved and wide- 
_ moutked deſtructions, and ſhew thy great ſalvation. 


But will Shaddai blaſt my guilty enemies, and calm 
the foaming billows of my foul ? What but royal 


power can baniſh thoſe dreary proſpects, enlighten 


my darkneſs, diſpel thoſe intermingled and ſur- 


rounding terrors? But ſhall I find him as willing? 


1 diſtruſt not his power? ſhall I be fo happy as to 


| , fit down undiſturbed in his favour ? 3dly, I confi- 
dered Gad in his juſtice, here I found the forfeiture 


df every good, that I was obnoxious to the divine 
pleaſure ; that the nature of my offence had reach'd _ 
the throne, that I had ſinned againſt majeſty uſelf ; 


broke through his prerogatives, violated his laws, 
and am ſubjected to every penalty; and that which 
gives the crime an additional aggravation, I have 


* {finned again my conſervator, my creator, and kind- 


eſt bene 
veracity ; I have ſinned againſt infinite wiſdom, in- 


actor; againſt love, mercy, goodneſs and 


finite favour, infinite power, infinite majeſty, infinite 


glory, and Jehovah Elohim, the Eternal Trinity. 


Lo „ „ Athly, 
He calls upon Helion, id eſt, the moſt high God _ 
I He calls upon Shaddai, that is, Omnipotent God; 

ell Shaddai, the ſtrong God Almighty, 3 


— 
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athly, I conſidered his immaculate holineſs; holineſs 
unblemiſhed is the only prerogative of the Deity; 
then I reflect on his purity and my own deformity ; 
his righteouſneſs, and my inrectitude; his dignity 
and my unworthineſs ; his perfections, and my de- 


pravement; his nobility, and my ignominy; his 
riches, and my poverty; his excellence, and m 


wretchedneſs and miſery. May not the thought 
thereof fix the perpetual bluſh? gthly, Then I 
conſidered his omniſcience ; he ſeeth through all 


- diſguiſes, he penetrates through the ſecret receſſes 


of my ſoul, and 1s well acquainted with my ever 
cogitation ; and even the immature thought falls un- 


der his cognizance; he is ineffably acquainted with 
me, more than I poſſibly can be with myſelf. 


K» 


* : * 


I” 2 trons 


OJ 
Some time after bis Conſcience ſeemed greatly ſo abate; 
' thoſe guilty Impreſſions on the De-line, expoſtulates with 


 bimſelf, being affraid he ſhould be left to carnal Security, 
O My ſoul, hath a lethargy prevailed, or art thou 


looking back to Sodom and Gomorrah ? ſhall 


her putrid apples tempt thy taſte ? be reſolved never 

to conſecrate thy days to the golden duſt, nor in- 

ſcribe thy name in the records of fame. Canſt thou, 
my ſoul, fit down in ſilence amidſt briars and thorns? 
Canſt thou be at reſt when deſtruction is near? Art 


thou dreaming when the powers of darkneſs are all 


Attention ? Wilt thou be at peace when the Devil 
and his emiſfaries ſeek thy ruin? OR eau 
What though conſcience doth not alarm thee as 


afore, is it not an indication of thy wretchedneſs ? 


If thou art in peace, thy peace is not good, thy ſins 
are yet upon thee, as yet thou art a child of Adam, 
an heir of darknels, in the gall of bitterneſs, in the 


bonds 


og — 
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bonds of iniquity ; thy wounds and bruiſes putry- 
fying into ſores ; they have not been cloſed, neither 
bound up, neither molified with ointment. Iſaiah i. 

I) ou art indeed a ſtranger to God, as thine own 
God, no tokens of divine favour, no aſſurance of 
ardon, no adopting grace, therefore thou moſt 
Juſtly feareſt the deſcenſion of the Son of God, finally 
to des the world, when he ſhall come in flaming 
fire to take vengeance upon all them that know not 
God, and obey not the goſpel of his ſon. O my ſoul, 


= -- day ſhall be a day of gloom, nor ſhall the dark- 


neſs hart hide thee from thy judge. =” 
Then the book of the law's decalogue ſhall be 
opened; nor ſhall God's law ſpeak for thee, becauſe 
thou art under the judicial curſe. The evangelic 
book ſhall be opened, nor can this be in thy favour, 
| becauſe thou {lackeſt the wedding garment. 
The book of conſcience will open her blackeſt 
catalogues ; nor can ſhe ſpeak for thee, becauſe thou 
art in an unregenerate ſtate. Be affured, O my ſoul, 
the quietude of conſcience is but a grand preludium 
of a future eruption; be not then put off with a 
mere form without che power, the extrinſic parts of 
: religion, intent of che more intrinſic and influential. 


; CHAP. XVI. 


The Reverberation of freſh Guilt, and his Anxiety for 
his Non-obedience to bis Parents. 


\HE fins of my youth, with every idle word and 

action, proclaimed their guilty horrors; acts 

of paternal inobedience captivated me afreſh, ſum- 
moned again my fears. My heart is dilated to every 
woe; then flying to the word of God as to a ſubter- 

1 fugium, our Lord fixt the emphaſis, - * Whoever 
curſeth father or mother, let him die the death: this 
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denunciation was levelled againſt my ſin in particu- 


lar; the diction hath a borrowed authority from the 
dignity of the perſon; the imperative mood binds 


the ſentence, let him die, Matt. xv. The veracity 


of the lip touched my heart with reflections inſupe- 
rable. *Moſes likewiſe joins iſſue, death to the de- 
linquent is the interpretation. He that curſeth father 
or mother ſhall {ſurely be put to death; here the 
_ threatenings, abſolutely penal, bind the guilty per- 
ſon. +Solomon alſo ties the edict with a ſolemn 
oath: Whoſo curſeth father or mother, his lamp 
| ſhall be put out into obſcure darkneſs. Shall and 
| ſurely, is the nature of an oath, and by it my guilti- 
neſs was aggrandized. . O that word, his lampe ſhall 
ſurely be put out into obſcure darkneſs! Had it 
been perſuaſive of a re- illumination, it had loſt in 
good meaſure its importance. But l then underſtood 
ſuch degrees of obſcurity, as ſhall eclipſe its light 
for ever. In vain ſhall faith and hope ſhew their 
downy heads; every light is extinguiſhed : no ſhi- 
ning ſuns to illuminate my paths; no glittering ſtars 
to diſmiſs the gloom; no firmamental dews to re- 
pleniſh me; no cooling ſprings to antidote the fer- 
ment of my ſoul ; no cordial promiſe to intereſt my 
expectation; no ſhew of mercy to raiſe my drooping 
head no heavenly viſitor to cheer my heart. Solo- 
mon continues his verdict the eye that mocketh 
his father, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the young 
eagles ſhall eat it. Here I could but form in my 
mind the many temporal evils that ſhall befall dif- 
obedient children; nor was I a little culpable in this 
matter; and indeed the guilt hereof purſued me like 
an armed man. I perceived under thoſe convictions, 
ne fins ſhall ariſe, poſſeſs conſcience, and texts of 
ſeripture would crowd the portula, come in and 
8 222 TT - 
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N, ; for firſt, if I periſh I might be made ac- 
quainted with the nature of my loſs ; ſecondly, What 
| thoſe ſins are which the ſcriptures molt. of all level 

againſt; thirdly, In what light God looks on a fin- 
ner guilty ob ſuch crimes. Now in thoſe days, and 
I could but admire it, if any one fin more than other 


in the ſcriptures ſome ſwift accuſator ; and in regard 
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augment my grief. By new fins I mean ſuch com- 
mitted years ago, but conſcience ſhall refle& them, 


and the ſcriptures ſhall augment them; perhaps 


any one fins thus reflected, would lie down with me, 


ariſe with me, dwell with me night and day for a 


month together. Diſobedience to parents is an evil 
of the firſt magnitude; fo deſpiſe, to diſobey a 


Patent, ſhall incur the diſpleaſure of ravens and 


eagles ; chiliren having a fond conceit of their own 
delicacy, often contributes to their vanity ; the fea- 


thered tribe, provoked at their difobedience, purſue 
them to deſtruction. God leaves them, ravens find 
them, pluck out their eyes; and ſtill to add to their 
diſgrace, che young eagles, like ſwarms of locuſts, 
cat tHoſe eyes, becauſe they once glanced contempt 


upon their parents. Finally, ravens and eagles 


unite their forces to make a thorough conſumption 


of them, Thus faith the Lord, thou ſhalt fall upon 


the mountains of Iſrael, thou and all thy bands, and 
I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every ſort, 
and to beaſts of the field to be devoured. Ezek. 
LA ET na 
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CHAP XVII. 


He ſearches the Scriptures, in order to find in them ſome. 


Avenue of Hope, but is ſtagnated by the Prophets. 
Otwithſtanding I could find but little encou- 
ragement from the Scriptures, yet ſearch them 


turned uppermoſt in my conſcience, I always found 


of . 
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o my ſtate, whole troops of atteſtators are combin- 


here I read deſtruction to God's enemies; a 


1 ay of darkneſs, howling, weeping and laughter; * 
the iſles ſhall tremble in the day of thy fall, yea the 
iſles that are in the ſea ſhall be troubled at thy de- 


parture. If when ye ſpread forth your hands [ will 
hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many 
prayers I will not hear; I will laugh at your cala- 


mity, and mock when your fear cometh ; though : 


houſe join to houſe, yet they ſhall not go unpunith- 


ed: Woe unto the wicked, it ſhall go ill with them: 
Woe unto them that draw i iniquity with cords of 

_ vanity, and fin as it were with cart-ropes. For it is 

a people of no underſtanding, therefore he that 

Hs Had them will not have mercy on them; and he 
| that formed them will ſhew them no favour, vide 
2 lib. on Haiah, (chap. 2 xxvii. 


— 


1 — 


8 H A pb XVIII. 


| In 3 the * Scriptures, he is a there are 


à people on whom God beftows 8 Appellations, | 
and eſpecial Privileges. _ 

TUST entering on the verge of an inquiſition, 1 
began to ſearch out the property and character- 


": Mien of this people. The Old and New Teſtament 
ſoon furniſhed me with every informing pre- re- 
85 quiſite. 


He 3 the ON T amen. 5 
Here God calls them his portion, his inheritance, 


— darlings, his lambs, his ſheep, his ſons and daugh- 
ters, the people of his covenant, a people formed 
for his glory; the people of his praiſe, the ſons of 


Sion; the living of Jeruſalem, his Jewels; the n 


. ful, che godly, his ſaints. 


He reads the New Teflament.. „„ og 
rs they are called adoption, the children of 


80 d, the children of light, the children of the king- _ 
dom; his on a choſen generation, a royal 


"prieſthood, 
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prieſthood, kings and prieſts unto God; chriſtinns 
the lamb's followers, the body of Chriſt, the mem 
bers of Chriſt, believers in Chriſt, the begotten of 
God, the faithful, the godly, the bes | 


He reads their privileges. 
| God has ſaid he will be their God, and they tall N 


be his people; their ſun to lighten them;, their 


ſhield to defend them; their father to ſuccour them; 25 
their rock to ſcreen r 
They have a ſaving acquaintance with God; they 
are quickened by his ſpirit; they are raiſed to ſpi- 
ritual life; they are new creatures; they are born 
again; they are ſanctified by the ſpirit of God. | 
They have their converſation in heaven; their 
communion is with the Father and the Son; they 
are called by grace; they are made partakers of the 
divine nature; they are temples of God through the 
ſpirit ; God lives in them; they have received the 
Holy Ghoſt ; they poſſeſs the ſeals of the ſpirit, the 
_ pledges of divine favour, the brighter teſtimonies of 
his grace, the evidences of eternal life, pardon of fins, 
union with Chriſt : they are ſanctiſied, they are juſ- f 
tified, they are new creatures; they have apprehend- 


ed Jeſus Chriſt, they are in Chriſt, and Chrift is in 


them the hope of Rer. 
His PRAYER. 
O God, thou univerſal good; thy favours are in- 
finitely of more importance than the treaſures of the 
| ſkies, yea than ten thouſand worlds, replete with 


objects ſurpaſſingly excellent; thoſe 1 eſteem as the 


ſmaller drops of the bucket, or the lefler pebbles of 
the ſands. Shall theſe ſway the balance when thine 
is preponderouſly great? O God thy tavour alone 


mall eſtabliſh dignity. O that I may be numbered 


with thy ſons ; may filiation intereſt my claims, and 
1 deſpiſe the world, reverſe its profits, repulte its 

Pleaſures for the riches of thy graces the manifeſta- 

tions 
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tions of thy love, and acceptance with thee. O God? 
evidence thy ſonſhip, pardon my fins ; O ſatisfy my 


longing foul with thoſe high immunities, through 
the mercy of God and our . Amen. 


| * H N F. XI. 8 
E reading the ſacred Epiſtles, he finds them ſpangled wi M a Vo aricty 


„f precious Promiſes; he is for examining their real [mportance. 
Did not omit ſearching the oracles of God, nor 
its authentic lines; they were bounded with 
marble pillars, which well fupported the fabrick of 
our ſalvation ; then proceeding, I was greatly de- 

lighted with a diſcovery of a moſt curious cabinet of 

_ Jewels ; theſe I called the inexhauſtable fund, Ifaiah 

Iv. 7. Let the wicked forſake his way, and che un- 

righteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto 

the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 

to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. ver. 5. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye 
upon him while he is near. Ver. 1. Ho, every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he thathath 

no money, come ye, buy wine and milk without mo- 

ney, and without price. Ver. 3. Incline your ear 
| unto me; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live: and I Will 


— 


make an everlaſting covenant with you, even the 


| fure mercies of David. Ifaiah Ivii. 15. For thus 
faith the high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy 
place; with him alſo that is of a contrite ſpirit, to 
revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the 


| heart of the contrite ones. Ver. 16, 18. For Iwill 10 


not contend for ever; I have ſeen his ways, and Iwill 
| heal him, and reſtore comforts unto him. Ver. 19. 
Peace, peace to him that is afar off, and to him that 
is near, and I will heal him. Let us reaſon together, 
faith the Lord; for though your fins be as 10 arlet, 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though they be red 


as crunſon, they ſhall be. as wool. 
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Wbo is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth ini- 
quity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the rem- 
nant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for 
ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy ; he will ſub- 
due ovr iniquities, and will caft our fins into the 

depths of the ſea. = VVV 
Hie that confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins ſhall find 


mercy; turn ye from all your fins, ſo iniquity ſhall | 


not be your ruin. If we confefs our fins, he is faith- 


5 ful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us 


from all unrighteouſneſs. This is a faithful ſaying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that JeſusChriſt came 


into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am the chief: 
for when we were without (ſtrength, in due time, 


Chriſt died for the ungodly; God ſo loved the world; 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 5 


believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


laſting life; God ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 


vered him up for us all: all that the Father hath 
given to me ſhall come to me, and he that cometh 
to me I will in no wiſe caſt out; he that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath ever- 
laſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation, , 

but is paſſed from death to life; he that believeth 


ſhall never fee dein 
1 He reads the following PRxouisES. 


in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and 5 


I will ſay unto them, thou art my people, 43 they 3 4 


ſhall ſay thou art my God; I will pour water upon 
him that is thirſty, I will pray the Father, and he 


ſhall give you the ſpirit of truth. Jefus ſtood and 
cried at the day of that great feaſt, and if any man 


and the bride ſay, come, and let him that is athirſt 


. come, and whoſoever will, let him come, and take 
of the waters of life freely. The apoſtle faith, if 


any man hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
5 FF his: 
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his: What know ye not, except the ſpirit of Chriſt 
dwell in you, ye are reprobates ? Now if the ſpirit of 
him be in you, the body is dead, becauſe of fin, but 
the ſpirit is life, becauſe of righteouſneſs ; for the 
ipinit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from 
the law of fin and death; but ye are not in the fleſh, 
but in the ſgirit, if ſo be the ſpirit of him who raiſed 
Chriſt from the dead dwell in you. 


*—— —— - K . 
—— -—— 


Succinct Animadverſions upon the Promiſes and their 
= Fr Yo 
yum ly. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 
1 unrigteous man his thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God for he will abundantly pardon. 
This text unobſtructedly gives mercy a latitude, 


and ſweeps the graceful firings of pardon. Theſe 


words had the generoſity of ſtreaming goodneſs, and 
originated from ſome dulcet breaſt ; their ſoft ex- 
plicitneſs rouſed my attention, and their emphatic 
concluſions awaked every ſenſe; in a word, I am 
ſtruck with their duplications ; I will have mercy, 
and will abundantly pardon; I can but compare 
 myſclf to a nian that was ſeeking a topaz, the pre- 
cious golden ſtone? I as much longed for mercy, 
that the deſtiny may be in my favour. 
Ver. vi. Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found: 
call upon him while he is near; not finding any 
better interpretation, doubts aroſe from the text, as 
though there ſhould be ſome difficulty to find God, 
as it faith, ſeek him while he may be found, 0 
what a tranſporting moment to find him the ſource 
of all happineſs! How ſhall I ground the grand pe- 
riod to incohate the poſſeſhhon. Ss 
 Iaiahlv. 1. Ho, every one that thirſteſt, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk with- 
out money, and without price. ö 


ſnmall live; nor was I refractory to the all- kind em- 


the difference between attrition and contrition; God 


* 
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This text I read with eager ſatisfaction; I found 
the parties invited were the diſqualified ; they had 
no money or price to pay; beggars; all the quali- 
fications required were to be athirſt; I thirſt at the 
head of the all-healing pool, I longed for the waters 
of life, the generous bleſſings of the goſpel, the milk 
of the word, the cheering wine of Aae bond. 
Ver. 3. Incline your ear, and come unto me; 
hear, and your fouls ſhall live. This text, though _ 
ſhort, is moſt expreſſive; its conditions two: Hear: 
2. Then come to me: its tenants life, your ſouls 


wo: ß en Tov 
Iſaiah xlvii. 15. For thus faith the High and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him alſo that 
is of a contrite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum 
ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
Ihe ſublimity of the ſubje& involved my incul- 
tured faculties ; here wonder or amazement was my 
higheſt attainment. Shall he that inhabiteth eterni- 
ties dwells with humble duſt ? he whoſe name is holy, 
write it on hills below? Shall the high and lofty one 
dwell on earth, with ſinful maa, nor yet to dwell with 
them, but condeſcends to communicate his living 
comforts to the contrite ones? Let it be obſerved, 


baſſy, my heart was all attention to the ſacred de- 


will dwell with contrition, attrition is of the law _ 
therefore arrogates to itſelf a reward; contrition is 
of the goſpel but has nothing to plead, except the 
free grace and mercy of God through Chriſt, 
For I will not contend for ever, I have ſeen his 
ways, and will heal him, By this text I perceived, 1 
there were not only wounding times, but healing 1 
times alſo. I was now under the impreſſions of 
FFF V Vounds 
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wounds and bruiſes, but all my concern. terminated . 
to be made the ſubject of healing grace. The text 
faith, I will not contend for ever ; by which I lear- 
ned, that God's lenity exceedeth mens infidelity. 
4 4 will lead him alſo, and reſtore comforts unto him 
and his mourners. The comforts promiſe in theſe 
words laid my ſoul level with the duſt; ſhe was heavy 
with ſorrows, becauſe ſhe did not poſſeſs them ; yet 
my 1gnorance was informed, firſt, that God did ac- 
rally comfor his people : 2dly, that they were the 
only happy fouls to whom God unlocks the real 1 
comforts of his grace. 
Peace, peace to him that is "alu off, and to him 
that is near, and Iwill heal him. Here I perceived 
the graciouſneſs of our God, to let down the ethe- 
rial line, the ſilken clew, to bleſs the ſtranger. Peace, 
peace to him that is afar off, enfranchiſing the ſtran- 
ger amongſt the houſhold of faith, then freely makes 
dhe ſtranger the aſſignee of the two crowned olive 
branches; 1. Peace to calm the finner's fears : 2 
2. Healing mercy to ſecure him from death. 
Ilaiah i. 18. Come now, and let us reaſon toge- 
ther, ſaith the Lord; ; though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as {now ; though they be red 
| like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. In reading of 
theſe words J fell on my face, ſaying, will the Lord 
indeed reaſon with man? Here the Lord articles 
| himſelf with his own goodneſs, mercy, truth, and 
_ faithfulneſs; J have no reaſon to aſſign why he ſhould 
paſs by one fin, much leſs all my fins ; and when he 
laid, come now let us reaſon together, enwrapt 
my face in ſackcloth, and confuſion covers me; yet 
the beauties of condeſcenſion opened itfelf to my 
view; if the ſinner fears his red fiery fins will undo 
him, the Lord hath ſaid, they ſhall looſe their fiery 
nature, and become as ſnow; if the ſinner fears, his 
crimſon | 
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8 ſins will condemn him, God faith, . ſhall 
be as wool; as wool is ſoft and eaſy under all arm- 


1 | holes, even ſo ſhall : fin fit ſoft and MJ) in the ſin- 


ners conſcience. 
Then read the following words; Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth i iniquity, and paſſeth _ 
by the tranſgreſſions of his heritage : He retainerh 
not his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in mer- 
cy, and will caſt our fins into the depth of the ſea. 
| The text being ſpoken to God's heritage, took off 
in good meaſure its officiouſneſs; but that bleſſed 
8 ca in the text, that our God delighreſt | in mercy, 
was like the ſhadow of a rock in a dry and thirſty 
land, or Sampſons' honey which he fund in the 
© lion's belly. Indeed, to have our fins buried in ob- 
_ livion, is a heavenly favour, the moſt exalted ; but 
at this preſent the knowledge of it being obnubila- 
ted, 1 could not glory as a poſſeſſor, but pregnant 
with holy deſires, though devoid of aſſurances 
Fe that confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins, ſhall 


find mercy; turn ye from all your ſins, ſo iniquity 


| ſhall not be your ruin. This text bears two cluſters. 
1. A confeſſion. 2, An abverſion. 1. A confes- 
ſion of fin, without a reſtriction, is of the nature of 
; Lope conviction; though I ſhould have been glad 
to have been delivered from fin's guiltineſs yet not 

but for ſome good . that they were pardoned. 
2. Abverſion. 


of the Eaſt, dis never would have tempted me to 


| co-habit with it; in ſhort, I ſet a higher price on 
God's mercy, for my ſoul to find this ſhall be efteem- - 
ed at a higher rate than auriſodinæ, than all the 
. golden mines. 
The next obſerved text, if we confeſs « our ns" 5 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to 


{ cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. To forgive ſins 


| * God's s prerogative ; our church en be- 
75 . FU lieves 


ſin brough* with it the riches 
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lieves the forgiveneſs of ſins, from the words I learn- 
ed, as God forgive poor fifiners their fins; I am now 
waiting on God for evidences of this efpecial grace, 


or elſe how ſhall my awakened conſcience be ſatis- 
| fied? Then follows, to cleanſe us from all unright- 


eouſneſs; nor do thoſe words ſtrain beyond my.ſen- 


timents ; for, to be cleanſed from ſin's impurity, Was 
as agr eeable to me as to be pardoned of ſins guiltineſs. 
The Epiſtle of Pur. 


Then reading the apoſtle's declaration, as he 


_. faith, this is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to 


ſave ſinners, of whom J am the chief. The words of 
the text has two generals; ſinners, and the chief of 
W ſinners. Had it been ſaid that Chriſt came to fave 


the pious moraliſt, the impeccable, the wiſe, learn- 
ed, and prudent, Thould have but little ſhare ; but 


| The next verſe tells us, when we were without 
ſtrength, in due time Chriſt ded for the ungodly, 1 
am yet more convinced that man's greateſt fitnels for 


the reception of mercy, is to ſee his inability. 
John iii. God fo loved the world, that he gav 


his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes 8 


him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.— 
Here I could but admire and adore! how rich each 
paragraph! God, in the moſt ultimate ſenſe, loving 


the world of fingers + - Firſt, this love hath its foun- 


dation in God: 2dly, its fruits he gave his ſon : 3dly, 
for whom ? for poor finners : 4thly, the end and de- 
ſign of his love, that ſinners may a& faith on him: 
Firſt, hereby be raiſed from their woes ; 2dly, be put 
into poſſeſſion of everlaſting life. Notwithſtanding 
the greatnels of his love, yet on man's part there is 


but one thing required to his juſtification, which is, 
to believe; but how to believe aright, I found my- 
ſelf at a great uncertainty, Then 1 ſaid, what a 
precious aith muſt this be, Filuding the ſoul from 


condemnation, 
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N condemination, and ſo very efficacious, as to give 
ſpiritual and eternal life; nor was I unacquainted 
| with the real author of it; for the apoſtle had before 
ſhewed me, that faith is the gift of Gd. 
This text, come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
Theſe words are ſakcient in the hand of the ſpirit - 
of God, to ſubvert confuſion, dilate the heart, diſ- 
entangle the ſoul, unlock the priſon doors. Very 
ſeldom I doubted of God's power to fave me; the 
_ greateſt obſtacle leſt his will ſhould be oppoſite ; but 
dur dear Redeemer hath ee and I will 
give you reſt. This was like a ſovereign falve to 
the wound; then I thought of the words more accu- 
lately, and ſaid, this text invites the labouring ſoul 
to come to Chriſt, I am labouring under the tyranny 
of Satan's yoke, conſequently I hope to find reſt for : 
my ſoul. I am heavy laden with the weight of ſin ß 
+ guiltineſs: I hope Jeſus the Lord will take off the 
bdiurthen, the heavy burthen : thus deliberating on 
the moſt nervous parts of the text, ſuddenly, as 
| * though one ſpake in mine ear, through his blood we 
have remiſſion of ſins : this looked much like an 
| application, but did not effect aſſurance in that re- 
miſſion of my fins in particular; yet this text, like 
an index, ſhewed me how my fins muſt be pardoned, 
namely, through the blood of the Son of Gd. 
h he text in apocalypſe, the ſpirit and the bride ſay 
come, let him that heareth ſay come, and let him bf 
that is athirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him 
come and take of the waters of life freely; there is 
a glory of quintuplicity in our text; the ſpirit faith _ 
come, that is, the Holy Ghoſt ; the bride faith come, 
namely, the Church of Chriſt, let him that heareth 
ſay come, the miniſters of Chriſt, they ſay come to. 
poor undone ſinners; let him that is athirſt come, 
apd whoſoever will, ae come and take the waters 
ans 25" 4 wn of 
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of life freely; theſe make up the quintuplicity of k 
the text, and open delightful ſprings for us. I could 
but admire the text, its offers liberal, its ſcope free, 
its propoſals bounteous, its encouragements effectual, 
its promiſes full, its line magnificent; one would 
think ſuch alluring promiſes would be ſufficient to 
elevate the ſinners from their deepeſt dilemma.— 
While reflections were floating acroſs my anxious 
| breaſt, theſe words came forth as from Cœlo, © thou 
ſhalt die the death of the righteous, and thy laſt end 
be like his. Now the manner-of their conveyance 
looked like an application, but the ſenſibility of an 
apprehenſion being wanting, the affections untouch- 
| 20 none of the faculties influenced, but the promiſes 
as they are read are capital; I laid them near my 
heart; I often inveſtigated their quinteſſential merit; 
they were as apples of gold fet in we of of ſilver ; 
I admired thoſe promiſes as they ſtand forth in the 
book of God, yet their application only gives the 
| higheſt fatisfaction to the ſeeking ſinner. 
Where the promiſe is made to the finner that for- 
ſakes his wicked ways and his thoughts, I could finßgd - 
the inward principles of my ſoul agreeing with it; 
my underſtanding was enlightened to ſee my errors, 
and I could find my thoughts of God and religion 
were altogether changed; I found myſelf humbled 


under a ſenſe of my ſtate, and truly ſenſible of my Ee ? . 


incapacities; and where God faith I will dwell with i 
the humble, I wait on God for his kindneſs and co- 
habitation; 1 look to him for the beſtowment of his 
mercy; and the pardon of my ſins; thoſe texts which 
encourage the thirſting ſoul; this was alſo agreeable 
to that inlaid principle, and my expectations were y 
Taiſed in God for the fulfilment of his promiſes. + 
The following text I often read : whoſoever ſhall 
forlake houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father or 
mother, wife or children, or lands, for my name ſake, 


* he 
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mother conceive me, 


vived, and ] died. 


knowledge of God, and of his fon Jeſus Chriſt. Th 
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he ſhall receive an hundred fold more in this world, | 
and ſhall inherit life everlaſting. The inward prin- 
_ ciple made thoſe ſelf-denying articles no mortifica- 


tion; | ſtood with wings ſpread, taking flight from 


| all that the world calls good or great; for his friend- 
/ ſhip I would gladly leave houſes, though filled with 

gold; brethren or ſiſters, if the moſt affectionate; 
br parents, if the moſt endearing : or lands, it che 
moſt enriching ; yea, the whole world, with all its 
advantages, and for thy ſake, Lord, its 3 


with every additional honour ; its faireſt promiſes, 
with all its flattering baits; laſtly, its toys, with all 


their amiableneſs; it was the conſent of my heart to 
give up all for the regard I bear to his favour, _ 
I could but obſerve, thoſe gracious qualities were 
' Intereſted in ſome gracious promiſes, as David ſaith, 


the Lord gives grace and glory; he firſt gives grace, 


and then crowns that grace with glory ; thoſe ſteps 


which God leads the ſinner to his converſion, are 


from goſpel ſentiments. _ 


1ſt, I was convinced of my loſt condition by the 


fall; this is but agreeable to the ſcriptures ; David 


ſaith, | was born in iniquity, and in ſin did my ; 


2d, I was convinced that I was under thE curſe 
of God's broken law, and worthily condemned; the 


. *. 


* 


Apoſtle ſaith the ſame, when the Jaw came, fin re- 


3d, I was ſo happy to ſee, chat nothing of mine 
own righteouſneſs, paſt, prefent, nor to come, could 


recommend me 10 the divine favour, but through 
the merits of Chriſt ; this is moſt conſiſtent to the 
| ſcriptures. The apoſtle ſaith, not of works, leſt any 


man ſhould boaſt ; but while I ſeek to be juſtified 


by Chriſt, I am found a tranſgreſſor. Ge Ws 
: 4th, I ſaw my Ignorance, and was ſeeking the | 
18 


/ 
3 
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Jis agreeable to the apoſtle? 8 doctrine, who determin- 
ed not to know any thing, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and Kim 
 cfucified : and the prophet. faith, ; Acquaint. thyfelf £ 


TEAR 8, or, 


with him, and be at peace. 


' 5th, I ſought fincetely, that I might be put into 
God's family, and read my title clear in my adop- 
tion. Now the apoſtle is of the ſame mind, as he 
ſaith, ye are all the children of God by faith i in Chriſt 
Jeſus, for the ſpirit beareth witneſs, with our ſpirits, | 
that we are the children of Gd. 

6th, How did ] thirſt after the enjoyment of God, | 
the light of his countenance, his reconciled, coun- 


tenance ! This alſo 1s a ſcriptural quality; our Sa- 


viour pronounced them bleſſed that thirſt, ſaying, 
bleſſed are they that thirſt for righteouſneſs ſake, for 
they ſhall be filled; and the. 9 75 is exceeding 
pertinent, pſalm xlii.. As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God; 
my ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God. 
Itmh, I was willing to part with all things for Chriſt; 1 
this alſo is well adopted to the ſinner's wiſh, if en- 
lichtened: ; and the apoſtle Paul holds it good, 1 1 | 
0 


ſaith, yea, doubtleſs, I account all things but! 


for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, 


and do count them but dung that ] might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him. 


8th and laſt; is the application of the promiſes, 
and the apprehenſion of Chriſt by faith; this is the 


finiſhing part of my converſion ; but J have dif- 
courſed ſo freely in my book, 1 ſhall ſay n no more in 


this place. 


He is excited by Promiſes 70 4 2 Perſeverance ; be reads . 


the following Promiſes. 


1 will ſay unto them, thou art my people, and f 
they ſhall Al thoy art my God ; theſe promiſes have 
| Hee Tuned upon Jews and Gentiles, to the Jen | 
in 
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in all latitudes, and, fulfilled to the Gentiles in all | 


their beatitudes : God is here openly declaring in 


bis great affection, both their remedy and redemp- 
tion; he faith, I will pour out water upon him that 
- thirſting : This news declared in their favour, he 


pronounceth by what terms he will come to a cloſier; 
I will ſay unto them, thou art my people; and they 


ſhall ſay, thou art my God. I will pour out my 


ſpirit upon you, he will he ſaith, pour out his ſpirit 
upon them, to ſtrengthen their aſſurance, and to 
make them domeſtics, ſets up in the midſt of 
them the altar of incenſe: Ho! what paternal fa- 
yours, what filial enterpriſing. God faith, and ſpake 


by his ſpirit to their hearts, thou art my people; and 
by the ſame ſpirit, each one, in more than pleaſing 


rapture cries, thou art my God: Here my ſoul made 
- a ſacred ſtand, and with ſighs of the loudeſt mean- 
ing, I ſaid, ho! what aſtoniſhing happineſs ; ſhall I 


be temoved at an eternal diſtance, from ſuch ange- 
lical triumphs : Beat up my ſoul for thoſe diſtin- 


guiſhing honours; O my ſoul, ſtrike out with holy 


violence, make the joys thine, impulſe with fla 
veal, untill the prize be obtained ; impel with force 
| though a wandering ſtar; fix thou on the ſupremeſ 
object, God; propel with fiery ardour, through each 


Tg am thy God. 
S:lr-FxAMINATION. | 


I now began the recent ſcrutiny ; I have no all 
for tranſitories ; my ſublimer views aſpire for an un- 
Created love; I thirſt, I pant for God, for the living 
God; I. long for the knowledge of a CES 
God, for unoriginated favour ;; what are the ground 5 

of thoſe menta anxieties ? do they, r not center in 


thee 


1% 


Haunted maze, and poſſeſs at once, the complacent 
object of real happineſs ; be thou 1 importunate at a 

throne of grace, nor depart thence, until the king, of 

glory ſpeak to thy heart, that moſt raviſhin 'S 10 rd, i 
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thee ? why do I weep ? why the flowing tear! 5 is it | 
not for ſome kind hint from thee ? here it is my 


loftieſt deſires terminate, my primeſt wiſhes for the 
bleſſed acquiſition, for this I let down the clew, that 
1 might find the original of beauty. 
Por this I water my couch, I ſwim thro, pertur- 
| bated waters; let worlds ſtrip me, diſcomfort me, 
deſpiſe me, and my wiſh ſhall ſtand alone for thee ; 
I will ſhut mine eyes to all your glitiering toys, but 
for his ſmiles, I will embrace dung-hills; your de- 
licacies ſhall never court me, your golden chains ſhall 
never bind me, your friendſhip ſhall never alure me; 
let me be the friendleſs man, only give me the pity 
of my God, his friendly heart ſhall compenſate the 
loſs of all things here; I chooſe rather the meaneſt 
_ cottage with God, than the moſt princely palaces 
Now hope began a little to ſhew i its head, which 7 
took its. birth from thoſe ſcriptural invitations ; they 


in moſt lofty ſentiments encourage the thirſty ſoul; 


findin pfeil levelled with their evidences, my "Pp 
tisfactlon was raiſed, but I was ſoon nonpluſſed by 
dhe inſulting Fo, 6 as 5 vill find in tlie 1 L 
lectures. 8 TY 


— 
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CH AF. XX. 


A pollyon again makes Attempts upon him, by a an 22 on 
F horrid Suggeſtions ; ; be frequents 8 on that 
Account. 5 
1 I Was in good earneſt for my ſoul ; my atibition 
| 4 yas for the knowledge of heavenly objects; my 
er were to find a reconciled God; I traver- 
ſed for mercy; my progreſſions were for grace and 
pardon; for theſe I was a probationer; all my 
powers were protracted i in the ſcrutiny. Apollyon 
finding thoſe happy impreſſions, he purſued me with 
Hery arts; his arrows faſtened in my foul; his 
oy blaſphemies 


* 
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blaſphemies annoyed her delicate ears: I ſaid with 
| ardour, how long fhall wickedneſs prevail? What 
darts are thoſe which wound me? I was as though 
my ſoul was an habitation for demons ; unjuſt domi- 
nion uſurped the throne, and I thought that thoſe 
conflicts were preſages of greater judgments, and 
of the nature of the fin unto death, Matt. xii. 31. 

I faid, I have ſought mercy, but how ſhall mercy. 
be eſtabliſhed ? Shall my fins ſtick immoveable on 
juſtice's ſkirts ? Is there but one fin irremiſſible, and 
have I committed it? O what miry pits entrench 


my every path ! O that our Redeemer had never re- 


ſtricted remiſfion ! Then I ſhould be angry with 
thoſe who'ſeem to be the firſt cauſe of this objeQion, 
which you know were the Phariſees, vide Matt. xii. 
Where is the conſolating breaſt that will nouriſh 
my drooping hopes? who will propoſe the all-pow- 
|  erful cordial to cheer my wounds? Where is the 
all-kind meſſenger that will, with quick diſpatch, _ 

| ſeal my happineſs? Where is the good Samaritan 

that will heal my ſickneſs amidſt relapſes ? By this 

time I loſt the eſſence of hope; my non-obedience 
to my parents, and every evil of my life convening, 
formed a re- aſcenſion of horrible images; I fell at 
the ſovereign's foot; I viſited miniſters : they pro- 

pounded what they could for my comfort, aſſuring 
me, it was impoſſible I ſhould fin beyond the ſtretch 
of mercy; I aſked them what this unpardonable ſin 
could be; they evaded the anſwer, and ſaid, that 


one ſo young, wanting both light and heat, could __ 


never commit this fin, I gave myſelf over to a real 
Inquiſition ; I read what books I could find for my 
comfort and information; one in particular, the 
Rev. Mr. Dyer's Golden Chain, who treated well 
on the ſubje of Satan's temptations; as Chriſt is 
the Church's friend. ſo Satan is the Church's enemy, 


her crueFenemy, her greateſt' enemy. He adds,” 


Satan's temptations may trouble us, but they ſhall 
never deſtroy us. . 
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Ile compares his Sins with all others which he reads i iu 


1 the Holy Scriptures, 
HE, prophets increaſed my grief, and my tranſ- 


greſſions my feats; in a word, I was as an 


odium in mine own. eyes, and as I then thought an 


_ odium in the eyes of the Lord; but I was reſolved 


tor aſc rutinization 5 therefore 1 purſued an examina- 
- © tron; | 


Firſt, Whether I was in the direct path ts obtain 


the mercy... 
Secondly, Whether my ſins. were, with others. of 


their nature, to be as eafily cancelled. . 
Thirdly, Whether I was-amongſt the catalogue of 


thoſe ſinners that God uſually ſhews mercy to. 

Fourthly, Whether I am come ſoon enough, . 
therefore may loſe the bleſſing, _ : 
Fifthly, Whether my caſe is not cingular ; z if lo, i is 


it not a preludium of ſubverſion, 


Then I conſidered David's murder and adultery, " 

: Solomon's idolatry, Peter's abnegation of Chriſt, the 
Publican's depredation of the Jews and his apoſtacy, . 

Paul's perſecution of the church of Chriſt, aa the 

| Prodigal's deſertion of his God. 


David's actual fins and mine I found to be incom- 
patible; yet that God ſhould pardon him, muſt 
needs give me ſome ſatisfaction; but the doubt pre- 


vailed ; firſt, that he was a child of God before he 


thus ſinned; but L bad no pretenſions: ſecondly, 


that he had illuſtrious claims to PR" certain ends 


for God's glory. 

-2dly, Solomon, though he was left to 8 
of practical infidelity, yet God had intereſted himſelf 
in his favour, and promiſed to be his God and Father, 


and would fulfil every character to the utmoſt, if 
Solomon had walked in his ways; but he ſoon broke 


through rhoſe. boundaries; but God's love f is un- 
boun ed. „ | 


o 


— 
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Thirdly, Peter's abnegation of Chriſt. Here I 


made atacit pauſe, and conſidered Peter's fin as com- 
mitted under race's ſhadow; but our indulgent 
_ Redeemer gives him the plealant {mile. After that 


he became an eminent apoſtle; that ſmile was of an 


infinite value: could be. ſo near his heart, his ſmiles 


that he wan 
he, by profuſion, ſpent his father's ſubſtance, re- 


evibraced. him, and bined him z. pa e him 42: 


would raiſe to me fountains of felicity. - 
Fourthly, The, publican's apoſtacy and depreda- 


tion. This ſinner is my picture; - he would not look 
up towards heaven, he ſtood afar off; he ſinote upon 
his breaſt; he ſaid, God be merciful to me a ſinner, 
and he went to his houſe. juſtified. But hark, my 
ſoul, this ſinner goes to his houſe juſtified: here 9 
outſtrips me; his ſorrows are mine; his bluſh ! is mine; 
his fears and tears mine; his anxieties mine; his 
burden mine. But O may his juſtification be mine; 
may his faith be mine; may his comforts be mine. 
He went to his houſe with all the joys of a juſtified 
| ſtate; with the roll of abſolution in his hand; with 
ſuns ſhining upon his head ; with ſofter fires glowing 


in his breaſt, and triumphal ſat isfaction in his heart. 
Then Fark ing Serre the prodigal ſon, how 
ered from his father's houſe, and that 
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duced himſelf to poverty, was. made a flave, a mere 
| bond-ſervant. A citizen of that country employed 


him to feed ſwine; but his maſter is cruel, gives hint 
no wages; he is ſtarved almoſt” to death, inſomuch 


that he would have lodged with the ſwine, eat the 
huſks that they eat, but no man gave him; then he 


came to himſelf, id eft, he came to the ſummit of 


reflection; ſaid, how many ſervants of my fatker's 
have bread enough, and to ſpare, while I periſh with 
hunger? I will ariſe, and go to my father; the father 
ſaw him afar off; his father, with all the tokens of 


endearment, goes out to meet him, fell on his neck, 


Bis 
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his bowls, makes proviſion for him, cloaths him 


with the beſt robe, id eſt, the Redecmer's righteouſ- 

neſs. He put the enamelled ring on his finger, that 

is, the ficred {eal of the ſpirit of God; commands the 

fatted calf to be killed for him; ſets him down at 
bis own table, already garniſhed with the dainties of 

heaven; but what adds more particularly to the fef- 
tival ſplendor, his late deſerted father cheers him 


with ten thouſand ſmiles : This my ſon, was dead, 


but is alive again; was loſt, and is found. Tam 
© this Prodigal, and a more deſo ate ſinner than He 3. 
I have wandered upon all hills and mountains; 1 


have ſpent the ſubſtance of heavenly things; have 


ſhed Providence's talents upon the ground, ſcored 
up with juſtice, I am not, dead only, but twice dead, 


| plucked up by the roots. May I, with this Prodi- 


gal, find favor with his God! I am afar off. O let 


him caſt an eye of pity after me, with cammiſeratin 
| heart take me in; clothe my naked ſoul with the 


beft robe; put che ring on my unhallowed hand; 
give to me the favourite ſmile, and feed my oor 
foul with the conſectated crumbs that fall from his 


table. 


CHAP. XXII. 


2 reading the Rev. Mr. Dyer” 8 Golden Chain, concerning 
the Crucifixion of our 1 ord, be is greatly alarmed at te 


Strangeneſi of the Scene; be goes out upon an high Moun - 


tain, and there vents himſelf i in ſurges of Grief and Sor- 
- rows, to think that bis Sins uud be the ee the 


Kedeemer by Sufferings. | 


i O All ye that paſs by, behold, nad ſee rief trium- 
ä phant ! Behold and ſee, ſaid the dear Redeemer, 


if eke be any ſorrow like my ſorrows! O thou Son 
of the Higheſt, can I hear thy cries, and be unaffected! 


or rather, ſhall not my heart open in ſcenes of grief, 
| VICE. 
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While Calyare opens in dreadful ſcenes of ſorrow ! 
Mine eyes burſt into rivers of tears, in ſeeihg thoſe 
render pores guſh into rivers of blood ! Thoſe ſweet 
hands that were always employed in doing good, 
muſt now wear the purple ſtains of blood! Behold 
my ſoul, thoſe ſacred hands ſtretched on the accurſed 
tree, that once ſtretched out the heavens like a cur- 
- tain ! Thoſe hands, I ſay, were nailed the fatal croſs, 
that hung globes pendant i in the air ! Thoſe well- 
directed feet that uſed to walk the cryſtal ſkies, were 
faſtened to the unkind croſs! Each tender nerve 
was plerced with rude iron, which gave him exqui- 
ſite pain, that uſed to be nouriſhed in his fathet's 
boſom! Behold that awful head mocked with a 
thorny crown, whoſe nod, can make heaven's pillars 
totter ! Audacious finners, will ye dare awe majeſty, 
majeſty that can ſtrike your inſolence dead! They _ 
_ expaſe him to mens ridicule, that could in a moment 
1 fend them to final perdition ! He that opened rivers 
4 in high places for man, ſhall have nothing to drink 
but gall and vinegar from man ! Inſtead of a cordial 
„ to comfort him, had a cup of ſour ingredients to 
torment him! He that dwelt in the inacceſſible light 
| olf his father's glory, is thought not fit to dwell —_ 
= = amongſt infamous infidels! Thoſe ears that were 
.n delighted with angelic praiſes, muſt here be annoyed. 
 vith imprecatiousand blaſphemies ! Thole brighter 
eyes that excelled the ſun in his glory, muſt be * 1 
3 ſed by death aud murderers! _ -- 
bus after a long conflict, be oently bowed his 
head, and faid, 1 it is finiſhed ; nor did he ſtop here: 
but with an air of beneficience prays for his murder- 
ers. Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do. Yet the heavens reſent the injuries offered 
him; the. ſun hides his head; darkneſs ſpreads 
through the atmoſphere; a general gloom uſurps 
the migen of theiday'; ; Infernal Porn are * 
n "cal wit 
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with horrors; the earth in dreadful convulſions 
elements jar; confuſion covers them like the anci- 


ent chaos; the ſages, of Greece loſe their courage ; 
their philoſophy fails them. O Lord, my ſoul trem- 
| Hles at the horrors of that day; my heart melts into 


penitential tears ; my fins gave this day its birth. -O 


_ the ineltimable love of God; goodneſs to exceſs ; 
goodneſs, I fay, how divinely enriched ! His love 
s raiſed on the higheſt re . O ſet me on this 
cClivity till I view him mine! let his mercies ſpeaæk 
for me; I would fit under. his ſhadow, and fix my 
heart in him. Shall I enjoy thy ſmiles? One ſmile 
will fix the joy. Then ſet the ſwelling hills of ad- 
verſity point their triple ſpires; let angry deeps in 


mad confuſion roll, and waves to heights ſtupendous 


riſe, and direful convulſions ſhake-the ſolid poles, 


and the earth groan with fickneſs, and worlds thelt - 
cloudy ſables wear, and men frown me on a dung- 


Hill ; let them triumph in my deſtruction; only 
digniſy me with thy ſmiles, and 1 will challenge 
Slapes to make me miſerable. 25 


N. B. This one interview of a crucified Redeem- 


er; his internal grief reſulting from an heart affected 
With a ſenſibility.of his fins, as the cauſe of his Re- 
deemer's ſufferings, was demonſtrative that his re- 


pentance was evangelical, agreeably to Zech. xii. 10. 


They ſhall look unto me whom they have pierced, 


and they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 


huis only ſon, and they ſhall be in bitterneſs for 1 
as one that i is in bitternefs for. his firſt- born. ' 


. 


cn A : XXIII. 


His lde in the T, emple ps Seer Divine Service, expefling 


| fometbong from oh which tarried behind to his in- 
or mation. 


1 18 thoſe days I was exceedingly my of the pro- 


tefſors of religion ; but finding ſome perſons. 
ing, 
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tarrying after ſervice, they proved to be the cleanly 
poor. I ſtood for ſome time at a diſtance; the per- 
ſons were four in number; after they had given 
thanks for their bread and water, they began to re- 
hearſe the goodneſs of their God. The firſt ſaid, when 


_ the was at a time ſorely afflicted, ſhe received 


great comfort from the text applied to her heart 
by the ſpirit of God. Though thou haſt lain a- 
mongſt the pots, yet ſhalt thou be as the wings of 
a dove covered with filver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold, Pſalm Ixiii. The ſecond ſaid, when at 
the firſt ſhe fell under the conviction for fin, O that 
text in Matt. v. 20. Ye ſhall in no wiſe enter. This 
text was a wonderful weight upon my mind; but ia 
a few months 1 was as effectually comforted by an- 


bother text, He that comes to me I will in no wiſe 


caſt out. This promiſe being applied to my foul - 
by the ſpirit of God, made my heart joyful in the 
Lord. Well might our miniſter call thoſe applied 
promiſes the whiſpering of the ſpirit? for ſure 1 am, 
that this promiſe came with ſuch power, that it car- 
ried off every objection. The third ſaid, certainly 
| thoſe promiſes muft be from God, when their appli- 
cation frees the ſoul from her guiltineſs, filling her 
with jay and peace, amidſt d iſtraction and horrors. 
In a word, I could not but think that thoſe four 
women were deſcendants from heaven; for I was 
both charmed and alarmed, that ſuch perſons, whom 
I knew had nothing to live on upon earth, ſhould 
_ poſſeſs ſuch favours from heaven. O how did T long 
to be as very happy as theſe poor people? I was 
_ alſo ſurprized at mine own ignorance; I gathered 
both light and "ſtrength from their r 


No I underſtood more clearly the neceſſary pre. 
requiſites to the aſſurance of divine favour; Ithen 
* reagewed my reſolution, if poſſible, to obtain the 
= knowledge of God. If afſenſe of applicatory grace 


is 


— 
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is required, my ſoul was in good earneſt to poſſeſs i it. 


As an individual may participate particular pro- 
miſes of lalvation, my ſoul longed for an application 


of them. 


| This ſelect phos. gave me large hints of 
the important nature of an applicatory promiſe, as 


it is brought home to the ſenſitive faculties; this is 
Indeed ſalvation” 5 1 * 


— — — 


CHAP XXIV. 


5 His Refleftions advanced on the Baſis of 2 cg Tiff or 


the Knowledge of the Application of the Promiſes. 
OING trom the Temple to Brookover, the 
converſation of theſe good people engroſſed 


every thought. I ſaid, O the happineſs even to have 
one promi ſe applied! Othat the ſpirit of God would 
but give in the intimations of his heavenly love! 
| Let me hear the bleſſed declaration. This life-giv- 1 


ing word ſhall pardon my fins; witneſs my accep- 


tance with God; O then I ſhall walk in holy ſecurity 
. and peace ; I ſhall enjoy riches and honour. © 


Have the children of God that peace which paſſeth 


all underſtanding ? This ſhall be mine. Have they 
the ſweets of heaven? Theſe ſhall be mine; their 
faith ſhall be mine; their hope ſhall be mine; their 
love- tokens ſhall be mine; their intereſts mall be 
mine; their comforts mine; their pleaſures mine; 
their victories mine; their God ſhall be mine; their 
father mine; their Redeemer mine; their redemp- 
tion mine. Then, O ED I ſhall be: a child of God, 
a l of 15 Chriſt. 


"CHAT XXV. 


His going forth the next Morning into a 3 Field 1 to - 


pray for an Intereſt in thoſe applicatory Promiſes. 
T Was moſt anxious until the morning appeared, 
L jour” | might ir in a ſolomn männer leek God, and 
| up, 


* 
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in this act unboſom the real wiſh.of my. -ſoul;; then 
early in the morning I conſecrated my field ; 1 fell 
on my bended knee. I addreſſed him 175 ſits on the 


throne; ſought his favour with 17 deſires. 
| to all the 


My powers ſummoned, I gave a loo 
ſprings of action. My foul ſoared upwards, 'all my 
ſenſes were quick and lively to apprehend ſome 
_ chiming word: my powers all obedient to the kind 


miſe relound ſerener ſkies, and echo through al 


' reſtore my broken frame, antidote the ſickneſs of 


; 1 ſoul, heal her wounded faculties, rouſe her ſleep, 
ainful ſleep ! let that ſweet dove come with 
| 4 Fr pos venly oracles in his lips; let him pronounce 
f Y ſins pardoned; let him ſpeak i in the name of the 
Father and the Sons; 1, even I, am he that blottetn 
| "out the tranſgreſſions for mine own lake, and 1 will 


not remember thy ſin. 


A "hp ans 4 mourn his abſence ? 
* 2 l xliii. 25. 


8 H A P, XXVI. 


His returning. Home to bis Father” s Houſe in ; real 
Diſquietude., 


confuſion ; I fink into unfathomable waters; I am 


12 


1 T8 h 


reſponſum. O let the ſalutiferous word drop from 
the reſpondent lip! ! O that ſome ſoul- -ſaving pro- : 


. ſoft powers of my ſoul! Then, O then my heart 
ſhall moſt gladly join iſſue in the delightful reſting. | 
ny. I long, with God's people to have the ſweet 

' promiſes applied to my heart. O. will the Lord 
condeſcend to ſpeak out the glory! O this ſhall be 
as a vivid cordial to dry my tears, revive languor, 


He came from his Field diſappointed, and ſaid, How 


1 1 D 1Sappointments Amid anxieties overwhelm the 
5 ſoul; and being juſt on the verge of expecta- 
tion of -fome diyiner, ray, phoned me into freſher 


loſt in an abyſs; I am a FLING enn, a ter- 


- | 
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Tor to myſelf, and all around me; my bones broken; 


my ſoul beclouded; my courage dies; my paths 
__ obſcured ; my powers diſtuned ; my gulltineſs ab- 


ſorbed all my faculties, reverſed the pureſt bias of 
my ſoul. Now locks, bolts, doubts, and fears, like 
| walls and bulwarks, fixt my doom ; and Satan, that 

triumphal enemy, tempted me to give vp. the very |þ 


5 ee of religion, and myſelf as loſt. 
PAUSE. 


Recovering myſelf a little, I ſaid, 0 rag God = 


of my fathers, in whom thy people truſted,” and 


found favour before thee, let a poor ſinner find the 
like favour in thine eyes, though infinitely unwor- 


thy. O Lord, accept of me; make me thy diſciple; 
I long to be thine; I thirſt for the happy moment 
when I ſhall change maſters; I will not own any 
beſides thee : I am determined to ſerve fin and Satan 
no more; I hate fin with a kind of perfect hatred ; 


I love thy miniſters with a pure love; I love the 


people of God with ſincere affections; F love holi- 
"neſs, and every path of thine, with an unbiafſed 


heart. O reckon me one of thine adoption! O that N 4 
the Lord of Glory would think me worthy of the 


Higheſt privilege ! through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 


to whom with the Father "of Mercies, be everlaſting F 


| honours. Amen. 
His RECOGNIZANCE. 


Then recogitating, by certain reviews, the wretch- Do 
edneſs of my ſtate, I ſaid, I ſought for a God, a re- 
conciled God, but could not find him; [ longed for 

ſome cogent hints of his favour; 1 ſought the in- © 

= dulgent kindneſs, but O the difatrous hour, all in & 
vain | ſought. No cordial applications of a prbmiſe IF 
made to me; no ſalutary meſſuage ſent to the avenues 
of my heart; no ſigns of his feet behind me; no in- 


F timations of divine eee 


4 1 1 K 
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2 Then AT 6 the fire of 1 imagination kind 0 

my breaſt; fuppoſing chat. in this field there was a 

- moſt dangerous pit, but Chriſt ſtanding on the op- 
polite fide; I muſfneed wade through before I could 

apprehend him. O, me-thought, Jacob-like, I 

would lay hold of him, nor let him 80 Without each 

| N e F 


— —— 


x 
41 


8 H A r. xxVII. 


i When be « came to his Father's Houſe, with trembling 
band be takes up the Bible to read. The e and 5 
; Apoſtles inveigh againſ on. 


HE bible I read, but in vain I tend! the apoſtle 
condemned my ſtate, and the prophets con- 


el my life; mean time both coaſpire to con- 


ſign me to God's judgments: - That text, by the 
__ apoſtle, hath a moſt gloomy aſpect. Our God is a 
_ conſuming fire. Here the cinders of black reflec- 
tion expelled every comfortable expectation ; and 
as fears environed my ſoul in a fit of dejection I caft 
away the bible; at the ſame time I ſunk into a real 
ſtupor, only ſome ſolemn aniniadverſions, the purport 
of that which might be recorded to warn n inners to 
fly from the wrath to come. b 


The following Vauty de ele 80 inſerided « on 
: , Manny Rock. 13 | 
Thy cenie loſt, in vain my fout. $4249] 
Would fly for reſt from pole to hy . 
Tis paſt redemption, reaſon's croſsd, FM 
1 My all my PA in thee a are loſt. - . 
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2 C HAP XXVIII. 
He takes up the Bible again, and thought he ſaw ſome 


Text in roverbs, chap. viii. ver. 17, but little ima- 
» there Was any Comfort for him , from this or any 


ol her. 
erefore Ifaid, what have I to do with a book, 


| rae bands of ſteel. 


vow — _— —— ä U— — —— — < 5 N n K _ . n * — — dy” * — Te *** 
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e HA vp XXIX. 


* — 


The Text wobich be ſau was in Proverbs, hes. vl. 


Ver. 17. I love them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek 


"me early ſhall. find me. Alſo bow the Holy $ pirit applied 1 
this Text to his heart, and was five Tears Severed 5 


with the ſenſible Preſence of the Objea. 


RE«Guming the Bible, I imagined to baue read i in 
FProverbs, chap. viii. ver. 17, 1 love them that 
: 6 me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
rleſt my forrow ſhould eclipſe reaſon, Lgave them 
the reading three times; the ſecond reading aſcer- 
tteining their veracity; the third reading was follow- 
ed with a divine energy. - My breaſt pregnated with 
2 heavenly ray. | felt the burden of, wk fall oft; 
the ſcales fell from mine eyes; won ring hereat, 
the holy ſpirit of God made the (ok 0 own; 
gave it a powerful application to my heart. Then 


with eyes Hxed to heaven I ſaw. Jeſus Chriſt, with 


intellectual eyes. I reached forth my arms, and by 
faith's embraces apprehended him. By one act of 
appropriation J poſſeſſed him I laid claim to him 
dus mine own.. 1 cried with acclamations of joy, 
My Lord and my God! As the ſpirit of God ma- 
nifcited Jeſus Chriſt to me, fo. likewiſe the fight of 


his beatic face rouzed my 4 affections. 1 was all tore 
| & 


- whoſe lines irritate each woe, add to- thoſe » 
eruptions already felt, and bind more firm the. ins 


58 


= alt admiration, all illumination, all joy, all compli» 
3 cence. My faculties brightened, my ſenſes unlath«, 
| ed; my reaſon refined, andi the apoſtle's word fidy 
{ tranſlated: Old things were paſſed away, and behold} 
all things were 1 new, id eſt, my objects were: 
new, my propenſities were new, my faculties renews- 
ed, my affections renewed, my heart renewed, my 
ſtate new, my incomes new, my privileges new, my 
poſſeſfions new, my pleaſures new, my peace new, 
my joys new, my delights new, my friendſhips new; 
friendſhips from God; and with God, wit angels, 
with ſaints. Thus am I formed: for bliſs; my un- 
derſtanding enlightened by the ſpirit of God, my 
will ftexible, my affections: ſpiritualized, my conſcis. 
ence purged by the blood of Chrift, my mind er- 
5 reberref for contemplation; in a word, my whole 
ſoul, with all her powers, was put into a fitneſs to 
4 hold communion with heavenly objects. „ 
NB. He was at this time fourteen years of age, a and: 
from chis date was under the full gale of the ſpirit! 
A of God, which raiſed him almoſt to yore. e ; 
* — _ OR ales. e 1 
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CHAP XXX. — 5 
4. Auimodverſun upon the Subject of an Application. 


Hr modus of an application of a promiſe to the 
uner's heart, is either legendo. ve/ dae er- 
lum; ſeu, potentia Dei; in reading the word, or in 
hearing the word, or by the power of God. 
An applicatory promiſe is the ſoul's intereſting 
berſelf in the bleſſings of it. The ſpirit of God takes 
up: the promiſe, and divulges it to the Nas. tells 
 KHherx all this is for her. Now the finger, under the 
fefful 5 of the ſpirit, claims the promiſe, and 95 
von or the irradiations of divine glory give the 
1 foul 2 f full poſleſion. | Ol faith the 185 e pro- 
1 | 5 3 5 miſs | 


* 
| 
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miſe is mine, its riches are mine; I now roars in 


God, my ſin-pardoning God 


My blackeſt concluſions vaniſh ; my dulleſt con- 


jectures diſappear. The hand-writing of an arch- 


angel would be inſufficient, but the ſcaling promiſes 
0 of the ſpirit ratifies aſſurance. 
Laſtly Polentia Dei, a promiſe applied by the 
immediate power of God, is Deo promittente, Gd 
ö promiſing the ſoul ſomething good and great; when {| 
the {oul is under no means of grace, the ſpirit of F | 
God utters to the ſoul ſome {ſcriptural promiſe. {| 
How divine muſt be the application! its authority 
great, to make the ſinner underſtand the deſign of 
the meſſage: what wiſdom in the application, when 
it brings a promife ſo well ſuited, that the infernal 
powers, nor the corruption of the creature, can dif- 
annual it; efficacious, not only to remove every ob- 
jection, but wholly to felicitate the poor ſinner. O! 
| faith he, I was afflicted, but now rejoicing | I was 


ſorrowful, but now exhilirated | ! 1 was caſt down but 


now a 1 was contracted, but now enlarged !. 
tempted, but now ſuccoured ! 1 walked in the loweſt 
valley, but now I ride upon my high places..-...-...-. 
Such a kind of application may juſtly be called | 
the ſpeaking promiſe: Firſt beacauſe it is without 
the means: Second, becauſe it is immediately ut- 
' tered by the ſpirit : Third; nothing but the alł po. 
_ erful ſpirit of the living God could deliver at theſe 
| ſeaſons : Fourth, what but the efficiency of the pro- 
miſe by the ſpirit could vaniſh thoſe perturbations, * 
and lift up the ſoul to its ſource of joys? - | 
= : N.B. A promiſe 1 is rendered in the Greek, epag- 4. 
elia, id eft, in the Engliſh, a meſſage, iſt Epiſt "= 


: 2 re PCI 


John, ch, i, ver. 3, in the Latin, nuncius, ſee my | 


ſecond bock, chap. x. page 23. It is called nuncius, 
becauſe it opens good tidings to the ſinner's heart; 


win the Latin Promiſſum, a promiſe; promiſſio, 
Promiſing; 
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1 promiſing; from whence comes the French * 
promeſſe, and the Engliſn, promiſe, à pro & milto, i id 
eſt, to ſend forth a meſſage, letters, preſents. The 


Holy Ghoſt is the meſſage - bearer to the behever's 


8 4 and every promiſe applied to the Chriſtian's 
oul, is worth more than a globe, politicum, ſoliticato, 


which alſo ſignifies not a promiſe only, but a free 


promiſe, Rom. vi. 16 U! fit gratuitum, 1 John 11. 


chap. 25. Et hec eft repromiſſio quam ipſe pollicitus eſt 


nobis, vitam eternam. vide Grecum Teſt. Ei caſta- 


lionum, a mutual promiſe in Pet. i. 4. Per quæ pre- 

tioſa nobis & maxima promiſſæ donata ſunt, we call the 
promiſe mutual, becauſe given to all believers; 
firſt, in the letter; ſecond in the application, the 


promiſe is of grace, Rom. iv. 16. Ui promiſp fit . 


1 15 


—— 


— — 


© 1 A FP. XXXI. 


PO 1 ons on the Apprehenſi ous of Chriſt 


"Ins from Septuagent, and the Holy Scriptures. 


S it is the ſoul's prerogative to be veſted with 
ſuperior faculties, occulus, is imperator, which 


ales in a view of the properties of the object; 
manus indeed lays faſt hold of him. Some call theſe 

the acts of faith, when they are the acts of the ſoul; 
faith enables the ſoul to perform thoſe acts. The 


Pſalmiſt's tranſlation has its beauties: Kiſs the fon 
leſt he beangry. Inorder hereunto, A ſight of him 
is neceſſary when the ſinging Church, Canticles 5 


had ſight of Chriſt, ſhe is raviſhed, and cries out, bis 


mouth is moſt ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely; 


then ſhe apprehends him, I have found him faith che, 5 


1 held him and would not let him go, what a clear 


apprehenſion, I brought him home into my mother's 
houſe, and into the chambers of her that conceived 
me, ſhe had we hold of him by the hand of faith, 


G4 5 and 
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and by the grace of faith tracts him to the Catholic 

Church, where ſhe was begotten to ſpiritual life: 
the Septuagent, makes the apprehenſion of Chriſt 
eſſential! to Chriſtianity, apprebendite diſaplinam ne- 
Juando irraſcatur dominus et pereatis de via juſta, ap- 
4 75 ye the logos, id eſt, God's learned one, leſt 
the Lord be angry, and ye periſh from the way of 
the juſt. An argument deduced, that all muſt ap- 


prehend the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or they periſh; this 


is the believer's hidden path. The apoſtle Paul ſaid, 
I have apprehended God, or rather am apprehended 


of God. The Lord Chriſt laid hold of Paul's heart,. 


and Paul laid hold of his perſon. © 5 
Now an apprehenſion argues a poſſeſſion; of which 


are two kinds: firſt, objectively; ſecond, ſubjec- 


tively. And firſt, objectively, John the divine faith, 


he that hath the ſon, hath life; he that hath not the 


fon, hath not life. The great apoſtle calls the Re- 
deemer the unſpeakable gift: Chriſt is a gift worth 


| OS apprehending. Again the ſame apoſtle faith, that 


_ Chriſt loved him, and gave himſelf for him. The 
Canticles ſaith, My beloved is mine, and I am his, 
Jeremiah faith, The Lord is my portion, ſaith my 
ſoul, David pregnates the Pſalms with every kind, 
of intereſt ; My God, my king, my ſon my ſhield, 
my light, my ſalvation, my glory, my Tetuge, my 
high tower, my ſtrength, my helper, my defence, 
my rock, and many other intereſting, apellations of 
the great God, which proves his apprehenſions of 


F-1 wo 


| | Secondly, ſubjeRively ; Chriſt hath an intereſt in 
them who have apprehended him. Saith the apoſtle, - 


” 


| Ye are in Chriſt's; and in the Epiſtle of John, Ye = 
are of God, little children. The Canticle church 


- faith, I am my beloved's: David faith, I am thine, 
ſave me, the ſon of thine handmaiden., 
- Thirdly, The reſult of an apprehen 


ſion is a ſaving | 
knowledge 
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knowledge of Chriſt. John the divine Git Iwrite- - 
unto you, fathers, becauſe ye have known him from 
the beginning. They knew him from the begin- 
ning of their apprehenſion of him. Paul the Apoſtle: 
determined not to know we, fave Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified : he knew Chriſt crucified, becauſe 
he had apprehended Chriſt crucified, he eſteemed 
all things but droſs and dung for the exceilency of 
Chriſt, becauſe he had excellently apprehended 
| Laſtly, Another reſulting benefit is, union wick 
Chriſt. As ſoon as the ſoul apprehends Chriſt he is 
united to Chriſt ; by apprehenſion he receives vivi- 

fication ; therefore, ſaith the apoſtle; the life I now 
live, I hve by the faith of the 1on of God. That 


4 * * * 
ww. 0 * * . * * 
* 


ſame faith which Chriſt peſſeſſed as mediator, he 


communicates to Paul: This made him ſay, I live, 
yet not I, but Chriſt lives in me. No wonder to- 
hear him ſay, our converſation is iu heaven, when 
he had apprehended Chrift which is in heaven. 

To lay hold of any one object, is an apprehenſion 
of that object; it is to graſp, as one graſping at a 


prize; it is for a man to intereſt himſelf, which can 


be done only by apprehenſion, Iſaiah xxvii. 5, Let 
him take hold of my ſtrength, that he may make 
peace with me, and he ſhall make peace with me. 
Sin prehendet robur meum fafturus pacem mecum, pu- 


cem faceret mecum, the imperative mood, neceſſitateth 


every man to lay hold of God's ſtrength, and this in, 
order of a reconciliation; that is, let him lay hold. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the man of God's right hand, whom 


he has made ſtrong for himſelſ. God has no need 


of any ſtrength, but one man's behalf, that he might 
be the God of ſalvation, and mighty to ſave a ruin 
ed race. Let him lay hold of my ſtrength, id ef, 
Jeſus Chriſt : this man ſhall open a door to my 
throne, enjoy my preſence, partake of the paternal 
. ID . 5 1 


* 
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| ſmile; he ſhall be my favourite child, I will endear 

myſelf to him, hear his prayers, regiſter his petitions, 
give him my joys; I will give him great peace in 

| believing; be to him a father and a God, Nor is 
| this incongruous to the verſe following, ver. 6. 

Then he ſhall cauſe them that come out of Jacob 


to take root; Iſrael ſhall bloſſom and bud, and 35 : 
5 the | face of the world with fruit. 


—— 
— 


A OCH A Þ. XxX. 
4 real and atisſaclory Account of his impulſive Joys , and 
 -wnder the kindly flow ſaw and felt Objects ineffable. 


Have repeated the word impulſe, becauſe the 
| ſcriptures abound with every emphaſis. The 


125 apoſtle tells us, that the love of Chriſt n e 


us; the love of God is the impulſive cauſe of our 
love to him.“ Charitas enim illa Chriſti conſtringit nos, 
the Greek cobibet; nam charitas Cbriſti cohibet nos. 
Here the word is reſtricted, and imports a keeping 
cloſe to Chriſt; a refraining from fin, from pure 
| Jove to a Redeemer ; ; fo that it is ſignificant of a re- 
ſtriction as well as conſtriction. + Like as Paul was 
preſſed in ſpirit, conſtrained in ſpirit, driven forwards 
with a preſſing zeal by the ſpirit, which affected and 
influenced his ſpirit, which cauſed him to teſtify 
powerfully the way of ſalvation by Chriſt. See Acts. 
Thus far the introduction Chap xxxii. 
In thoſe days I experienced a redundancy of fa 


vours from the immenſity : rapturous affections aſpire 


tothe darling object. Iam as one taken up within 
_ thofe ſubtile ſkies, and ſpherical joys encircle my 
foul. O methinks I join hands with ſome intelligen- 
_ cies behind the bright cloud; by the uniting tongues 
1 learn to e ſeraphic words, Here I bow before 


the. 
* 2 Cor. v. 14. 7 AQs XVI1L, 5. 
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the lofty throne, employ my powers; I advance the 


| honours of his name. O what aiding ſprings burſt 


through the latent channels of my heart! my labour- 
ing tongue is fired afreſh, unravels each raiſed and 
exalted article. O I ring forth the generoſity of his 
heart, the ſovereignty ot his unſpeakable love, the 
unremitedneſs of his grace, the freeneſs of his mercy, 
the liberality of his hand, the preciouſneſs of his 
_ promiſes, the fweet words of his lips. O I receive 
from him kindiv hints; O what gentle flows, what 


moving bowels, what admirable condeſcenſion! O 


the unſearchableneſs of his ways! In a word, ©. 
_ praiſed him upon all inſtruments, for the unthought- 

of tracts of redemption, eſpecially when ſuch a poor 
ſinner as me ſhould be the happy participator. Tn. 
fine, beſides the continued flow, my elevations and 


5 ſpiritual joys have been ſublimated to ſuch degrees, 


my natural powers were abſorbed, and ſome wall has 
caught the fragments of a tottering body. Indeed 1 
cannot but think, at thoſe ſeaſons I agreeably ſuf- 
fered a kind of a tranſition to that pleaſurable world, 
which overflowed all the banks of nature. 


— 


bt 3 
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85 4 beben of his five Years exultation ; and alſo his WO; 


E an to receive divine Doctrine from the Ambaſſador. 
OW the ſanctuary of the Moſt High was as 


| marrow and fatneſs ; her ordinances my de- 
light; her miniſters as the angels of God; her chil. 
dren my companions ; her oracles as the gates of 
heaven; her doctrines new and delightful, Here I 
; received confirmation ; here my heart was enlarged 
to give an importance to each ſublime ſubject, I ſaw 
an embaſſador extraordinary; authority crowns his 

demeanor, his words life and power, and each ſen- 


6 de 


. 
7. 
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ence exegetical of the Deity. He moſt largelß 
opened the grand articles of our redemption, the 
co- operations of the wiſdom and love of God, and 
that by their joint intereſt man's recovery was brought 
about, and that man's rebellion cried aloud: for im. 


mediate help. Infinite wiſdom puts forth her virtnes, - 


and the contract commences, fixes upon the perſon 

of the Redeemer, repairs the breach by his death _ 

and blood-ſhedding. After our ambaſſador had 
opened the nature of fin, and the awful conſequences 


5 of the fall, he then ſhewed the ſweet comforts of 4 
reconciled God, likewiſe the genuine operations of 


divine grace upon the ſinner's heart; firſt, How the 
ſinner is convinced of his loſt condition: fecondly, 
How that thoſe convictions, if evangelic, lead to 


__ Chriſt; thirdly, How that under the conduct of the 


- ſpirit, in due time, he apprehends Chriſt ; the finner” 
enjoys the pardon of fins, the application of the pro- 
miſes, the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, the inſuſſon 
of new principles, the renovation- of the faculties, 
how the heavenly object is preſented to the ſoul; 
he urged to the finner the neeeſſity of receivingChriſt 


by a lively faith, and how in this act they receive him 


zs a juſtifying head; and he ſhewed what that righ-. 


|  reouſneſs is, that juſtifies the ſinner, and that by the 


ſinner's receiving Chriſt, the righteouſneſs. of-Chriſt 


is imputed to him, which is the head of the ſinner's 


completion. Then the ambaſfador ſhewed the true 
figns of adoption, how that from aliens they are tak 
en into God's family; from rebels made the ehil- 
dren of God; from fugitives made heirs of a king- 
dom; once joint- heirs-with the 7 * of darkneſs, 
but now brethren with the angels of light; and that 


having received the ſpirit of adoptſon, can cry, 


Abba Father. „ ) 2 

Then our ambaffador ſhewed the great happineſs 

of thoſe perſons who are in Chriſt, and how that 
: 1 „ miniſters 


* a —_ 
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miniſters would do well to take heed to the pre 


ſitions in their bible; they are branches engra ted 
iato che oliwe- tree; he che head myſtical, they mem- ; 


bers in him; Chriſt the vine, they the branches in 


him; and that- thoſe in Chriſt derive nutriment from 


him, his graces, virtues, and ſpirit. That Chriſt is 


the grand receptaculum of all the graces, and has a 
right in their communication; this makes greatly 
for the ſinnet's ſecurity. Then the ambaſſador ws 8585 

conſidered the final perſeverance of the ſaints, as a 


: larger bleſſing of the goſpel ; this he proved by the MY 


holy ſcriptures, and from the articles of our church; 


and that their.continuance in a ſtate of grace he 


its foundations on the unchangeable love of God, 
the - firmneſs of the covenant, the validity of the 
promiſes ſealed by the blood of Chriſt's merits when : 
applied, is the ſoul's perfect health. | 
PFirſt, The imputation of the Redeemer's righteouſ- 
neſs is ſufficient to ſave all the finners in the world. 
Secondly, as Chriſt's righteouſneſs hath in it an 
univerſal obedience to the law, it is therefore capa- 
dle to cover all the deformities of the ſoul, as David 
ſaich, Right happy is the man whoſe tranſgreſſion j is 
forgiven, and whoſe ſin is covered; the righteouſ- 


nes of Chriſt covers the guiltineſs of the ſoul. 


Thirdly, As it is a perpetual righteouſneſs, this, 
as a garment, will bear date with eternity, 

_ Fourthly, As it is alſo a perfect righteouſneſs it is 

3 „to e the whole world of 
inners 


2 
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His T 1 raiſed; his Joys exalted, in Confederation 3 


of thoſe advantageous Doctriues which, he beard from 
the Ambaſſador. 


T 55 — which dropt from the bats. 
dor's lip, dropt into my heart; my ſoul both 


* and . chem. Thoſe truths of 


che 
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| the goſpel were as the very dainties of heaven; the 
applicatory promiſes. were as the apples of paradiſe 1 
the ſcriptures as the new found land; the adjuncts of 
ſalvation as the golden mines of the eaſt, Theſe diſ- 

cloſed their N and regaled my ſenſitive 

powers. 

In a word, my ſenſes were keen and penetrating ; ; 

© each noble theme fired their attention; I heared the 


_ goſpel with new ears; I read the written oracles with 
brighter eyes; they were meſſengers of divine in- 


ſtruction and conſolation ; all the privileging doct- 


rines convert themſelves into a cordial experience, 
if the ambaſſador particularizes juſtification by Chriſt. 
I faid, O what a happy; ſtate, to be cloathed with 
the perfect righteouſneſs of a Redeemer! If upon 
adoption the witneſs of it was deeply impreſſed upon 
my heart; if on election 1 rejoiced 1 in the conſecra- 
tion, and wiſhed to anſwer every purpoſe for his 
glory; if upon ſanctification I wiſhed for holineſs as 


much as for happineſs; if upon a being in Chriſt, 


this adds to my purer joys; I am Chriſt's diſciple, | 
Chriſt's ſoldier, Chriſt's friend; a member in Chriſt, 
a a branch in Chriſt, a graft in Chriſt; and that which 
adds to the privileging glories, ſuch perſons grafted 
into Chriſt by inciſion, ſhall never ſuffer by exciſion, 
When 1 heard of the preciouſneſs of the promiſes, 
they were more precious to me; becauſe. . | 
| with diviger eee to ME: heart, 


*C- H * . XXXV. * 5 5 
4 His Gr atitude excited for the experimental Knowledge 
Dy of Saving Grace. 6 =o 
12 a 0 The happy day, when illuminative groce ap- 

peared, when ſhe ſcattered the cloudy ſhades! 


O let Lach interval awake the grateful ſenſe; ſhe 5 
: dings with her the ſweeteſt charms of life and i 1 


5 f 
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mortality; I entered the Januam, and my ſoul was 
indulged with ſacred proſpects; I ſaw lofty ſtructures, 
amazing manſions, and their gueſt - ſitting aloft, 


whoſe countenances indicate uninterupted happineſs; 


No gratitude rides forth in officious triumphs, 
and TI borrowed my doxology from the pſalms. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs 
his holy name; bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his. benefits; who forgivech all thine 
iniquities, who healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeem- 

eth thy life from deſtruction, who crowneth thee 


with loving kindneſs and tender mercies ; the ſoul wy 


is the containing ſubject of all the good, therefore 
the propereſt agent to praiſe her God. Firſt, David. 
calls upon his ſoul to bleſs God. 2d. He would, by 
his invocations, rouſe all his inteſtine powers; let all 


within me bleſs his holy name. 3d. The aſſigningg 


reaſon of this general celebration, namely, God's 
benefits which are fourfold ; 1ſt, for pardon of fin ; 
2d, fore all healing grace; 3d, crowning grace ; | 


4th, tender mercies. O my ſoul, wilt thou forget 


to praiſe thy God for his beneficence, when he had 


formed thee a divine intelligence! but if thy for- 
mation will never enlarge thee, let his expanded 


goodneſs excite thee : God's benefits which are mul- 


tifold, ſhould encreaſe thy gratitude manyfold. Se- | 
condly, David's invocation of his internal powers to 


' praiſe his God, ſhould provoke my ſoul to make his 


mercies known ; let all that 1s within me bleſs his 


holy name, let my mind, my will, my underſtand- 
ing, and my affections, raiſe the towering monument 


o 


Ls 


pf his perfections. O my ſoul, ſhall thy faculties, 
'enriched with prerogatives above all, be more diſ- 
ingenuous than all? True, to add to his perfections 
is impoſſible; but to make known his glory is prac- 


tical. _ Thirdly, I have the nobleſt reaſon for cele- 


+. bration, - 


* 
1 

Me 
1 
1 
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bration, when, O my ſoul, his benefits are come into 


an open manifeſtation, which have four branches; 


firſt, he has healed thy ſpiritual diſeaſes; 2d, he has 
pardoned thy fins; 4% he has redeemed thy life 
from deſtruction ; 4th, he has alſo crowned thee with 


loving-kindneſsand tender mercies; this crown is 


the church's dignity and royalty, for our king Solo- 


mon hath crowned-her in the days of her eſpouſals. 


I was once a vagrant, but now brought home to 


Au father's houſe; once alienated from the cove- 


nants and promiſes, but now a poſſeſſor of the pur- 
chaſed inheritance; I was born of a guilty race, caſt 


out into the open fields, caſt out, but now made a 
fellow citizen, an ejection of the worſt kind; once 


caſt but upon the intermineable plains of defolate 


barrenneſs. O-what dull receſſes; no fruitful vines 


to chear me, no crumbs.of mercy to ſatiate my hun- 


ger, no vital waters to.quench my thirſt, no, fruit- 
bearing trees to regale me, not a beaſt of the field 
that would be at peace with me, nor a bird that flies 
but deſerys me without pity, nor a e 


but ſheds their baleful influences, not an angel. wo 


afford me one cheering ſmile; thus waſt thou caſt 
out iato the open domain, ejected by all, and in thy 
blood. O mournful ſolitude! no pitying eye, no 
refuge but imaginary; all ſtagnate; heaven nor 


earth affording the ſeaſt commiſeration; the eye of 


man could not ſhew thee pity, being too much 
blinded by their own wretchednels.;. the eye of God's 3 
Juſtice could not, becauſe of the penal evil of Gns the 
eye of God's holineſs could not, being too deeply 
injured by fin; the eye of che law could not ſhew 
pu y, becaule its tendereſt intereſt was overthrowed, 
_.andits articles ſplit : But.at.tength,awakes that. ſweet 
and darling attribute called ,mercy, tender mercy, 
beheld me with her gracetul.cyes ; ſaw me, I ſay, on 


the eGltruQure pang, here wandering amid the 
clouds 
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clouds of guilt; Oh my ſoul, his commiſerating eye 
found thee, though concealed in miſty darkneſs; his 
eyes ſaw thee, which touched his heart, and he 

brought thee out of thoſe nocturnal ſhades. _ 
O what immeaſurable compaſhon! remember 
again, O my ſoul, thou waſt caſt forth into the cloudy 
deſert, the tempeſtuous plains, the gloomy wilder- 
neſs, the thorny maze; but O the co-operative 
race ! he came to the place where thou waſt, he 

| bound thee in all the ſcenes of woe, feeding upon 
aſhes, ſnuffing up the wind, but he haſted to thy 
relief, preventing thy ſinking into the unfathomable 
abyſs: O what unſearchable love ! his tender mer- 
_ cies healed that ruinating elapſe, elapſe more cruel 
than death; but he fat thee upon thy feet, brought 


thee into his pleaſant chambers, he prepares the 


_ delightful viſion, he ſets before thee the full crumb- 
diſh of his heavenly mana 
No muſic was heard throughout the lengthening 
vale, but ſolemn murmui ings from ſome diſtant rill ; 

Now the ſweet voice of compaſſion flies, 
Compaſſion, the offspring of the ſkies; 
Let ſome ſeraphin touch the ſweeter ſtring, 
And teach our grateful antiphone to ring. 
Let me take up the anthem and ſing the miracles 
of love; the doxology is weighty and eternal; we 
aſcribe ſalvation, honour, dominion, and majeſty, to 
him that ſits on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever; 
let the antiphone ring, alternately ring it; ring ye 
heavenly citherœdi; echo the arched heavens, unite 
the unerring doxology ; ſaints above, and ſaints be- 
low citherize your harps; come lyriſts, commence. 
the royal choir: our grateful antiphone ſhall rehearſe 
the heavenly cluſters : the deep treaſures declare 


& aloud the unbounded fearches, fix the antiphone, 


alternately fix it; we will organize our faculties, 
„„ FT then 
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then unite voice with mine, and we will fing with 
more than ancient pomp ; we will reſound reſponſal 
againſt reſponſal, ſonans againſt ſonans, replies a- 


gainſt replies, reſponſum againſt reſponſum, har- 
mony againſt harmony; here we are relieved by 


golden trumpets, the buccinators all ſkilled to ial 


his praiſe: now our jubilations are raiſed, and ſolemn 


ſhouts aſſume the aggrandiſement ; here mercy and 

. truth, in flouriſhing trophies, enrich the carmin, and 

_ raiſe the: honours of his fame; the eanticum of in- 
Cenſe flies, flies aloft in pleaſing fongs ; all canorious; 
| the orbem chimes; the hemiſphere rings moſt me- 
lodious; hark ! what muſical notes! Then we raiſed 


here a monumentum with this infeription : 


Grace moreſ) plendid than funs, more gorgeous ſhines, : 


| Shines thro' the dark abyfs, and ſmooth the waves; 
Levels the higheſt hills, and ſoreſt bondage binds, 
4 And raiſeth ſinners from their ey 1 : 


—— — : 
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| Some trans ent Account of bis foe years Enjoymen ts of a 


thoſe Objefts of Faith and exiſting Realities. 


Tu arduous firmneſs of the object of faith, 
| gave me real ſatisfaction, E now feel the ſweet- 


_ neſs of his efficacious grace. His influences garniſh | 


my ſoul with golden joys. I retired to abſtracted 
ſolitude; the £ groves, the fields, the woods, were the 


receſſes of my delight. Thoſe almoſt tractleſs paths | 
were bleſſed with entertainments of the higheſt na- 
ture, and my ſoliloquies were crowned with the hea- 


venly ſmile, The maſter of aſſemblies, in his laviſh- 


ed favours admirably great; he indulged me with 
f his all- -dignified donations : he gave me his heart; 
he gave me his promiſes. 1 could claim all the eſ- 


ſential promiſes, Not a bleſſing 3 in the treaſury of 
grace, but he gives me all, I called them all home 
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to my new-born ſoul. My Redeemer applies his 
9 oil, and heals all mortal wounds of my lapſed ſtate; 
his new- made wine cheers my every wound; I walk 
in milky paths. O what quinteſſential tracts! Here's 
honey, wine, and milk, which feaſt my eſurient ſoul. 
Marrow and fatneſs more than ſatiate all my internal 
powers! O mixture ingredient moſt divine! I 
drink down ethereal pleaſures ; pleaſures caſt for the 
purpoſe, formed near the throne ! All celeſtial! the 
rock of ages opens ſprings of living waters; they 
overflow all banks; 1 am all conſolation ; my Savi- 
_ our's words were fulfilling : He that believes in me, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living waters. 
Thus he ſpake of thoſe who had received the ſpirit. | 
I taſte ard digeſt thoſe waters with ſovereign guſt; 
_ thoſe ſprings are opened from celeſtial orbs; they 
cool my parched and guilty breaſt. O what heights 
of exhiliration, while life-giving joys overflow the 
higheſt hills of my former guiltineſs. Here pools of 
{ waters were opened in the wilderneſs, and rivers off 
vaters in the deſart; ſprings of waters in hig I 
plwG⸗aces. O! Idrank large draughts of thole rivers _ 
which flow near the throne of God; and from the 
_ generoſity of his heart ſaid, Eat, O friends, drink 
ye, drink abundantly, O beloved I walked by the 
ſide of ſtill waters, and heard the melodious ſongs = 
of chanting tribes, and the voice of the turtle dove 
woas moſt delightful. The king brought me into 
his palaces; I was all gladneſs. I enjoyed much of 
dais ſenſible preſence; the communications of his 
love was moſt enlarging. O his love was better than 
wine, and my ſoul was. fed with proviſion from 
heaven. I enjoyed a grand repaſt, and the king was 
preſent, and his ſmiles enobled the feaſt with ten 
thouſand pleaſures. Afterwards the king conducted 
me into his gardens, ſhewed me his fountains, ſome 
flowing with milk, ſome with wine, and ſome with 
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| honey, ſome flowing with waters clear as cryſtal; 


they heal all maladies. Here the ſons of Sion quenchk RF 


their thirſt. Thoſe are called perpetual, becauſe 


they are never exhauſted, nor putrify; their virtues _ 


remaining, afford conſtant comfort and pleaſure. 
Then he ſhewed mea garden replete with all manner 
of delicious fruit; ſpikenard, with myrrh, ſaffron, 
5 camphire, all trees of frankincence, aloes, calamus, 


Cinnamoa, the pomegranate, the cyprus, the apple, 


and a curious aſſortment of all manner of ſpice trees. 
Mean while a ſouth wind blows over the ſpicy 
fields, and their fragrance made excurſions through 
the latent receſſes of my frame, which for med a real 
paradiſe, | | 
My every ſenſe is captivated; ; eee de. 
| light enters the open doors of my ſoul. 


Then ſongs or vue * BY mouth, and 1 5 


began to ling : 


0 gardens of mrs; where dwells my God! 1 
Ihe lily, the ſpicy race partake of him ; 

The roſe, pomegranate, whate er excels ; 

Hie originates every flower. 

He the head of roſy plains; head of ſweets, 
When clouds diſtil their refreſhing ſhowers ; 

T hen ſpicy beds emit their fragrance, 

And ſhall pour their ſweets again into him. 
Here they diſcloſe their rural ſcents, and ſpread 
Their perfumes abroad through the ambient air; 
Beneath are fountains, wells of ſpringing mines, 55 
And cluſters of engendi, flowing wines; 
| Shadows of the Deity, he the ſubſtance ; 


They reſide 1 in him, he contains them all; . 


Wbate er is fontal, ſprings from his hallow'd 
. Tarone.. eos „„ 


CHAP. 


— EEInR 
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He 1 on the firm Artichis af Redemption by a 
3 and imbibes the Pleaſures of Loe. 


T other times, with eyes of faith, I view my 
Lord upon the croſs ; I turn my cheek to his 


. he ſmiles, he ſpeaks; to my heart he ſaith, 


Behold, behold what wondrous love I bear to thee ! * 


which makes me ſhed a tear: with his tear I fee! 
, ſmart for his ſmart; I figh with his ſigh; I fall at 
the foot of the croſs with brokenneſs of heart; I 
ſaid, my fins, Lord, my fins were the primary cauſe 
of the dieadful direlection Here contemplation 

borrows a deep ſcope, and my ſoul is fired with in- 
ſuperable amours. O hat manner of love is this! 
I ftand upon conſecrated ground; here, here grows 
the matchleſs fruits of ten thouſand joys ! O bound- 
leſs, where ſhall I fix the pauſe! Here are fruits 
nouriſhed by ſun-beams ; they grow as high as the 
| heavens, yet bend their boughs downward to us. We 
men are made the partici pators of thoſe [ pecamens of 5 
divine favours. 


What but ſuch love could endear his creatures in 


ſuch a manner to him! Who but ſuch a God would 
give to unworthy ſinners ſuch a Chriſt ! I am all tears! 
I weep for joy! God's love, and the eviction of my 
cn unworthineſs ; the wonderful condeſcenſion of 
a Redeemer, and my own arrogance, fix the bluſh. 
I retire to ambuſhment : here retire, enwrapr with 
aſtoniſhment. 


God fo loved the world; that he gave his only be- 


| gotten Son; that whoſoever believes i in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. O this text! 

it opens itſelf in the blaze of noon day, exciting 
every paſſion ! Here modeſty itſelf removes the bluſh _ 
and ſeemingly I am quickly conducted to the foun- 
tain of bliſs. God ſo loved the world. The infinite 


. tongue 
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: 5 1 55 of the Redeemer leaves the account un- 
twi 


to judge of it by its effects. God ſo loved, &c. Here 


ed, drops the unthougt- of ſubject, and we are 


is a af ic without a cut. 


_—_— 


. P. XXXVII. 


5 He is much taken with thoſe high Immunities which be 


Poſſelſeth in every Shew of divine Intereſts. 


ROM whence ſhall I fetch ardent fire, empha- 


tically to expreſs the felt happineſs of my ſoul ? 


f Oppoſites ſhall ſpeak, and prove to man the real 
dignity of my ſtate. I was once a ſlave, but now a 
ſon : I was once dead, but, O the joyful news! I 
am now alive: I was once in groſs darkneſs, but 
now I am made light in the Lord: I was a child of 
Vrath, even as others, but now an heir of heaven: 
| Once under the ſpirit of bondage, but now under 
the ſweet ſpirit of adoption; Once out of Chriſt, 
but now a branch in Chriſt : Once under the rudi- 
ments of the world, but now under the teachings of 
grace: I was once 'of the ſpurious ſeed, but now of 
the ſeed royal: I once was in league with the pow- _ 
ers of darkneſs, but now a companion with all them 
that fear God: And what ſtill adds to the validity 
of thoſe privileges, Jeſus chriſt is the hinging object = 
of all.---O what relative joys ! I ſee him mine in all 
his endearing characters; a ſight of his beauty and 


excellence fix the golden moments; his preci- 


ouſneſs delights each cogitation; I ſwim in pleaſures; 
I am all delectableneſs, modelled by a ſupreme hand, 

 Thenlifted I up the inſignes of my grandeur, and the 

Children of the higheſt devoted this day unto the 

Lord; and it was a great day throughout all the 

DI coaſts of Iſrael. Then, O then, at the acceſſion of 
| thole pleaſures, I ſaid, with pleaſing accents, Gratia 
of aurora Gloria: 10 . ſhe is the very dawn of 
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glory. I feel endearing raptures all enlarged ; here 
ſongs, new - modelled ſongs, accent themſelves 
through the latent powers of my ſoul; my faculties, 
like the well concerted muſic. 1 pt aiſed God all 
the day; he was continually with me. O what kind 
indulgencies, enriched with all the tokens of his 
benificence ! The influx of his ſpirit brought home 
to my heart the chryſtal favors of the ſkies ; the 
_ Chambers of the eaſt are diſcloſed. In the interim. 
ſuns ariſe upon my redeemed ſoul, and beam upon 
her the healthful rays of ſalvation. The heavens in 
cogent hints, whiſpered their ſecrets to my heart, ſo 
that I well underſtood the words of David; The ſe- 
cret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he 
will ſhew unto them his covenant; and the meaning 
of Paul: Ye have the mind of Chriſt, and the life 
which I now live; I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. All 
the riches of his grace enhance unſpeakable plea- 
ſures; the immenſity of his love opens the chambers 
of imagery to my intellectual view, which gave me 
ten thouſand delights; mean while faith lays in her 
claims behind the ee * wann glorious poſ- 
ſeſſions! „„ 


* * 


'© H A P XXXIX. . 
His Dubitations TY. Sufficiency of confirniing . 99 5 


IN thoſe days I was highly favoured with every in- 
I flux of divine comforts. The powers of heaven 
command my faculties to every ſoft pleaſure, accom- 
panied with the ſun-ſhine of the Redeemer's pre- 
ſence. My days glide along in tacit triumphs, my 
nights ſweetened with pectoral indulgencies. Yet to 
convince ſome perſons who do not well to imagine 
that my happineſs was an uninterupted proceſs, I can 
aſſure ſuch, I had my intervals; the gr of 
| atan 
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„ SGrlntan's ſuggeſtions cauſed many dubitations. 1 had 
[) | been often doubting the ſufficiency of God's grace 
Ra. to hold me out to the end; and whether, after all, 1 
I} | might not end my days in apoſtacy ; but theſe being . 
HU of ſhort duration, the influencial ſpirit ſoon gained 
If priorſhip. At this time alſo ſome ill-natüred pro- 
1 feſſor put into my hand a dreadful book, for the pur- 
{ | Pole of overthrowing my confidence. No ſooner had 
. prob but Satan backs it with a multiplicity of for- 
midable conclufions, which wounded my ſoul, daſhed 
my comforts. Vivid {pings were exhauſted, and 
the ſhades of nocturnal darkneſs covered me; ; thoſe 
conflicts laſted me four days, which made me fay, 
| Lib. Sec. 8 ONT: 74, near five . 


— 


"CHAP. N 


The Spi: it of God the Spirit of Direflies, 


: Otwithſtanding the Lord favours me with the 
N ſenſible preſence of the great object, and praiſes 
ring the wide ſpace of my life, yet theſe do not hin- 
der the penitentials of my heart. Now penitence is 
ſweetened with the ſofter rays from heaven; my ſor- 
ro for daily elapſes takes its riſe from the glaring 
love of God ; I revoke mine infirmities, and comforts 
flow with exceſs; I confeſs my fins with lowly mind, 
and his kindneſs interpoſes with double conſolation. 
He ſaid, ſon be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven 
thee. 
_ Obſerve, thongh God's love is permanent to the 
ſoul where it is manifeſted, as our Saviour ſaith, He 
that believes in me ſhall not come into condemnation, 
but is paſſed from death unto life; my ſheep ſhall 
never periſh, Paul borrowing Chriſt's words, faith, | 
| There is now no condemnation to them who are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. viii. The apoſtle borrows feve- 


ral grand arguments of the non- condemnation to 
the — of God. 0 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Becauſe they are not under the law to Moſes, 
Secondly, That they are under the law of faith 
to Chriſt, therefore condemnation cannot reach them; 
and this law of faith being under the direction of 
the ſpirit of God, he Jeads the believer to aſk pardon 
for every particular ſin committed againſt the law of 
faith, agreeable to his own direction, Forgive us 
our treſpaſles. V Dk 


— , 


— — X —_ . 


CHAT LE 
His five Years Joys illuminated by the Scriptures, and 
their Co-eſſentiality with the Word of God.  _ 

OW after the fourth day was concluded my 


N conflicts receded, my dear Redeemer returns 
again, and diſtils afreſh the pearly drops of his con- 
| ſolations. My ſoul is raiſed and ſtands upon her 
feet, Oh, I admired the matchleſs love of the father 
and the ſon. The incomprehenſibility of this love 
fired the rapture, fixed the aſtoniſhed pauſe ; then 
ſpake I, O love! thou art a fea without a ſhore, 
broader than the heavens, higher than the ſkies; _ 
the earth is full of thy glory. She extends herſelf _ 
infinitely beyond creation's bounds. I am over- 
flowed with her charms, my elevating powers all- 
aſpiring climb unto him; methinks the muſical 
ſpheres ring in harmony ; they ring all of love. O 
J rejoice! My powers rejoice! I well underſtood 
what St. John means, Whom having not ſeen, ye 


love, and rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of 


glory. O the glory of this joy! Its bed is love! it 
is nouriſhed in the boſom of love! Love, ſhe lifts on 
high the top ſtone of joy! This joy is one of the 
ineffables which cannot be uttered ! O what a life- 
giving joy! a glory ſeen, and a glory felt, makes 
glory ſuperlatively glorious ! O how love and joy 
unite in the inſuperable conteſt! and faith, with open 
e eyes, 


* 
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eyes, takes a review of the perſonal beauties of a 
dear Redeemer! Faith, I ſay, fixes upon the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, whoſe refulgent rays ſupercede all 
luminaries. Theſe are loſt by his heaven-born 
 Tiplendour ! The atmoſphere i is enlightened by his 
influencies ! Thy joys rebound with triplicity of 
pleaſures! O what golden moments enrich each va- 
Cant ſpace! Thy preſence hinges my lonely bower 
with ten thouſand delights ! I am indeed captivated 
by his golden fetters; mine eyes behold him with 
paſſionate ſurpriſe ; mine hands touch the logos. 


O he is my near kinſman, my elder brother, my 


well-beloved, my huſband, my wiſdom, my righteouſ- 
neſs, my redemprion, my ſurety, my advocate, the 


portion of my ſoul ; in a word, he is the grand recep- 


tacle of all the graces ; therefore grace, and glorious 
grace, {hall be given me, and no wy t ſhall be 
with-held from me. 

Finally, in thoſe days he ewes me a great my- 
ſtery; ; my foul was like the winged eagle; like him, 
quick and clear ſighted. Aſpiration was as natural 


do me as the eagle's wing; my days were crowned 


with unblemiſhed joys, and the ſwifter wheels of af- 
fections gave thoſe joys the ſweeteſt flux. The very 
ſtreets were paved with love, the fields and the fer- 
tile meadows diſcloſe fragrant love; the groves adorn 
my every idea, and predicate the love of God; ; the 
woods, thoſe pathleſs thickets, 7 che love of 

God. 
Grateful birds, with accenting notes, ring the 
chimes of love; the ſolemn trees drop their fruitful 
tokens of love; the high hills and mountains ſmile 
on yonder ſpheres, and unite in the grace of love; 
the vallies in lowly geſture tacitly accent the noble 
ſongs of love; the purling ſtreams which glide in 
| unrapid form, murmur all of love. Now I could 
with 55 David delight myſelf in the Lord. I re- 
joiced 
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joiced i in all the works of his hands. All nature is 
= exegetical. of the admirable perfections of the Deity; 


the operations of his hands are the noble teſtimonies 


both of the majeſty and infinite wiſdom of their au- 
| thor God: My ſenſes were all excited; their ſacred 
functions all engaged, and I imbibed ſweet delight 
from their great object. O what epiltles of covenant 
love, and cavenant union adds a dignity to thoſe 
indented lines ! And O what returns of praiſes and 
love aſcend from the deep caverns of my heart; O 
what heavenly coloque ! He unboſoms himſelf in all 
the ſignatures of real endearment ; he calls me his 
ſon, his pleaſant. child. O what paternal bowels ! 
None can imagine the high-born indulgencies. He 
is my counſellor in difficult matters, my director in 
the untrodden path; he never denies me any thing 
I aſk of him; he ſupplies my deficiency with every _ 
eſſential Goſpel truth; real felicity opens the a- 
venues of my heart; my devotions lead unto the 
object; the aſpirations of my ſoul free and unin- 
terrupted; my tears reverſed into well - grounded 
joys; my prayers periodical praiſes; my ſadneſs re- 


verſed into ſongs of ſalvation, O I praiſe him for 5 


my adoption, which is as clear as noon-day. The 
unerring ſpirit witneſſed my ſonſhip; my acceſs to 
a throne of grace free and filial; my pardon incon- 
teſtible, I could challenge bim mine at all times * 
and thoſe ſweeteſt claims accompanied with a ſhining 
glare of glory ; thoſe evidences awake my powers to 
daily communion with him. 


1 was all eye to admire him, all ear to liſten to 


his ſweet voice; all feet to follow him in the hal- 


lowed paths of regeneration; all contemplation to 
revoke the wonders of redeeming grace; his beau- 
ties and glories were more than ten thoul and ſuns; 
his ſmiles enlighten luminaries and the darkeſtchaos; 
the light of his countenance Ons. Loa the glim- 


 mering 
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mering ſtars of nature; his preſence raiſeth beggars 
higher than kings; the manifeſtations of his fove 
render my homely cottage more ſplendid than the 
moſt delicate palaces; 1 traverſe æther, 1 tread 
ætherlal paths. Here, here are objects that ſatisfy 
without cloying, that give delight without mixture; 
1 find ſweetneſs without bitterneſs, chryſtal comforts, 
joys unborrowed, faithfulneſs without forfeiture, 
cConſtancy without reluctancy, friendſhips inconteſti- 
ble, love invariable. What is the world, or its 
5 pleaſures, to the Pleafures of a reconciled God. 


* 
1 


— —_ 


CH A-P, II. 


He can appeal to his Heart, Baro ſincerely he loves God. = 
Love my God above all things; above all things 


in earth, or worlds unknown. 
Firſt, I love my God with a love of ſupremacy. 
Sec love him with a love of complacency. 
Thirdly, I love him with a love of tenaciouſneſs. 


Firſt, I love my God with a love of ſupremacy, 


1 love my friends, whether preſent or abſent, and 
that with mutual affections; but methinks 1 love my 
God with another kind of love: to be a day without 
him would eclipſe the fun in his meridian ; O cloudy 

day, except brightened by ſome reviving viſit from 
thee, ſome kind interpoſition of love, ſome favourite 
hint, except the friendly word be ſpoken to my ſoul; 
ſome aſpirations to him, or ſome communication 
from him; yea, I can be happy in all ſeaſons, and 
in all troubles : under thy ma here ſerenity ſhall 
5 maſter all my opponents. 
But if I loſe ſight of my God, my functions of life 
are diſtracted, my days diſinherited. 
= Whomſoever may be diſagreeable, but of thy 
ſweet company I never tire ; thy ſweeteſt voice ſhall 

ſilence all lovers beſides thee ; thy divine preſence 

opens the doors of the ſacred Conclave ; I turn the 
* upon all bat thee, 


, 1s thy glory ; but how great, will make the interro- 


gation unanſwerable; let the heavens demonſtrate 


the greatneſs of his beauty and glory; but the ; 
heavens are tacit. 


fy 
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Yea thy charms alone ſhall give a reliſh to every 


ſenſe; my boaſt ſhall be of him: my powers are 


aſpiring. 5 
My faculties hinging : God is the object ; here 
my glory is terminating, my ſprings flowing, my 


| ſenſes regaling ; I taſte his benignity, mine eyes 
| behold his beauty, mine ears hear his word of life; 
ſweeteſt charms, all odoriferous. 


I feel his overflowing Joys, my foul is filled, my 
comforts are all awake; ſweeteſt comforts ! how di- 


vine the Joy | O the glare I'll call the * 


—— to . the r 


'C H A * XIIIII. 


He loves God with a love of complacency. 
Econdly, I love him with a love of complacence : 
the prophet ſaith, great is thy beauty, and great 


Let the archangel begin the rapturous FOND 7 let 


him annunciate the beauties and glories of his God: 
he is non-pluſt —he is non-pluſt ; and by his convic- 
tion of defectuoſity covers the modeſt bluſh with his 
wing; his beauties divided into ten thouſand quali- 
tles; there ſhall remain the ten thouſand that can 
never be rehearſed; O the undiſtinguiſhable glories 
of a God! his perfections have ſacred ties upon the 
eſſence; for when we ſay God is wiſe, he is eſſenti- 
ally wile; or omnipotent, he is eſſentially omnipo- 
tent; or good, he is eflentially good; or merciful, 
he is eſlentially merciful; or love, he is eſſentially 


love; or truth, he 1s eſlentially truth; or a God of 
faithfulneſs, he i is eſſentially faithful: thele not 0 
| | 8 e touc 
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touch the eflence, but are eſſence's properties ; it is 
the effence which gives the attributes their glory and 
exiſtence; not the attributes the effence; for God 
is greatneſs without increaſe, glorious majeſty with- 


out additional quality, beauty without embelliſhment, 
riches without numeration. 


In a word, his beauties are a commixture of all 


the ſolids of « cternities, the primary glory's of 1 W 5 
8 the origin of all images. 


The objects of ſenſe carry off but the glimmering 


ray; all that have the appearance of lovelineſs derive 
their forms from him; he is the Alpha and tan 
of all the lectures of beauty. ; 


There is never an object in all worlds claims an 


intereſt in my heart like himſelf; he is the ſweeteſt 
darling of my ſoul; my powers are all loſt, it not 
laid out for him. 


My very paſſions, once biaſſed * corruption, are 


now aiming after a more real acquaintance with 
God ; the greater the ſenſibility, the more rich the 
taſte ; each paſſion ſtanding a tip-toe, maintains the 
combal, which amongſt them may moſt glorify God; 
their accuracy is excited, whilſt all within me a- 
bound with fragrant zeal for his glory. 


My ſoul, heart and tongue, conſtitute the never- 


cealing chane'; my tongue, the dignified organ of 
my frame, allaborates conſtant praiſes; my vitals all 
aſpiring, and God is the center of my bliſs. 


Here, here my vitals terminate ; they are all low- 


ing with full vivacity ; O how ſuitably enlarged by 
the inexhauſtable fountain; pleaſurable glories at- 

tract my vital powers: his conſolations encompaſs 
my ſoul; I poſſeſs intellectual and ſubſtantial joys; 
his love is the perpetual ſpring breaking into my 
foul ; ſhe is freighted with the riches of the Eaſt. 


Amazing grace! he makes freſher diſcoveries, 
and each diſcovery renews the pleafure ; like the at- 
tractive 
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tractive he draws me to a poſition, then lets bimſelf : 
before the eyes of my faith: 

1 ſee ten thouſand beauties: I am raviſhed, and 
imbibe ten thouſand joys: 

As! ſaid, the fields were the local ſeats 10 my beds 

ding joys; I no ſooner became their reſidentiary, 
but celeſtial rays beam upon my ſoul. 

I ſee my Redeemer on yonder mount; he ſmiles, 
and opens the windows of heaven to me ; at once I 5 
join the celeſtial harpers. | 5 
O what appropriating en! he lets me into 
cloſe communion with him. I am drowned in ad- 
mirable indulgencies ; my heart echoes at the new 


diſcoveries of his ſuperabundant glories ; I am loſt 


in wonders, in wonders loſt, His laviſhed heart 


maoſt ardently laviſhed out his love viſits, which were 


more prevalent than my reſpiration ; the effects of 
thoſe love viſits were too over-powering properly to 
be returned, as my heart was all aſtoniſhment chen 
ſpake I, O heights, all tranſporting joys. _ 8 
He is my beloved, the beloved of my ſoul, the de- 
light of mine eyes, the j Joy of mine heart, the ſalu- 
tary ſpring of all my enjoyments, the very life of all 
my comforts, the portion of my ſoul: thy preſence 
alone makes a heaven below. In a word, I was at a 
loſs to know at times, whether I was enter ing on the 
ſuburbs of heaven, or heaven had entered me: the 
overflowing ſtream was ſo very rapid, my body was 
as though ſpears had pierced divers parts of it: let 
it be remembered, it is God manifeſting himfelf to 
his creatures ; O what rays of glory ! thoſe luminous 
operations were both felt and underſtood to be all 
_ celeſtial : lucidity takes a ſolemn ſtride through all 


the internals of my foul : I am filled with the ſhine 


of a multiplicity of golden ideas, O what a foun- 
dation of a lolid happineſs, : 
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It is the kind interpoſition of the love of a God, 


the ſmiles of a dear Redeemer, the light of God's 
countenance, the ſenſibility of his preſence, the com- 


forts of his Holy Ghoſt : O what a lucid ſun ! whoſe 


reflections were laſling impreſſions ; his heavenly 


rays, all united, burſt into my ſoul : O what fulgent 
_ conceptions of his divine favour ! each token-of his 


favour gave in-felt and ſhining evidences; O what 
flowing ſweetneſs! I ſee ſkies beſpangled with ten 
_ thouſand ſtars. O what bliſsful regions! here, here 


1 ſee him veſted with effential glories ; when earth 
attracts mine eye, I ſee the deepeſt tracts of ſolemn 


wiſdom and majeſty. 


liberty; there is no interpoſing cloud; and I as 


freely unite the worſhipful ſkies. O what chryſtal 
drops! drops of chryſtal love! None can imagine 
how firm and ſtable my joys; they all flow from the 


founder of worlds. „ 8 
Joys! ſaid, ſtable joys; it is my Creator and Re- 
deemer that gives them their flux. O the favour of 


a God! Happy ſouls who can particularize this love, 
and call it their own; he loves his Children with 
one heart. O what unchanging favour ! favours 


more durable than mountains of braſs. 


CH kw» way 


He loves him in his CharaReriſlics 


CEcondly, I love him in his charateriſtics, the 
characteriſtics of a God : what are they who 
| ſhall unfold the myſtery ? who is equal to the taſæ? 
Iwill call in the aids of the omniloquent ſkies, 
Speak, O heavens, and give in the adequate deſcrip- 
tion. But alas, thoſe linguiſts had loſt their power 
of elocution; their attempt baffled by the immaturity 


of their intellects. But, 


In a word, his favour gives heavenly acceſs and 


But, O the happy periods of my life intereſting 
me in God, mine own God; I claimed him mine 


under every ſhining character; the pronouns were. 


all flouriſhed with every divine ſubſtantive. | 
My Lord, my light, my life, the health of my 


' countenance, my fountain, my ſun, my ſhield, my 


defence, my rock, my friend, my well-beloved ; the 
roſe of Sharon mine; Pamoris flos, the flower of love 


mine; my huſband, my counſellor, my king, my 
God, my father, who has 13 to me the ſpirit of 

adoption; the Holy Gho 

comforter; his obſignations mine; he has given me 


mine; he is my ſweet 


all his ſeals. 


Note, Jeſus Chriſt may with great propriety be 
called  amortis flos, the love-flower, like as the 


canticles call him the roſe of Saron. 5 


K — — _— 


ett 


CHAP XLV. 


| He finds ſubaltern Impreſſions coder the Spirit L agency. 


IN thoſe days I 5 ſubaltern impreſſions; 3 

at the receſſion of thoſe joys, I found a repoſſeſſion 
4 3 a ſolid inlaid peace; a peace fo very divine, which 
fortified me againſt all the effrontery of enemies. 
The apoſtle Paul calls the Chriſtans peace the Peace 


of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding. 
It is called God's peace, becauſe ſhe hath her na- 


tivity from heaven. This peace hath the inward 
man for its reſidence; it diffuſeth itſelf through the 
powers of the ſoul; he ſcrews up her faculties, and 
then ſweetens them. He perfumes them with the 
ſacred unction of peace. The ſpirit of God lets into 
the ſoul the emanations of her pureſt eſſence; here 
I find every paſſion. ſoothed into a ſupernatural 


tranquil. 


C: hat the 3 ſay of virtue, might with more 
9 ppopriety be ſaid of this peace. 
1 1 = Virtus 
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Virtus prebet folamen verum cultoribus ſuis, Virtue 


affords true comforts to her votaries. 
But Iwill ſay, 


Pax Dei prebet ſolamen N num cultoribus ſuis. 
This peace of God affordeth the trueſt comfort of 


all for her votaries. 
Quia dat felicitatem veram ; format cries para- 
diſum. Every man ought to be a votary for this 


peace, becauſe it giveth true felicity ; and every 


Chriſtian will defire | it, becauſe it is their paradiſe. 


Hear the confeſſion of our ſchools, and their ſo- 
lemn acknowledgment :—Gratia Dei eft viri felicitos, 
& manet abſque divitiis, poſt damna, in piriculis mag- 
als, & creditur prebere verum folamen cultoribus Dei, 


a præſtantibus ſuis virtutibus. The grace of God is 


the happineſs of men; and remaineth without riches, 
after loſſes, in great perils; and is believed to afford 
true comforts to the wormippers of God, from its "5-1 


Precious virtues. 


I poſſeſs a four- fold paradiſe; firſt, A dard * 
peace. 2dly, A paradiſe of love. 2dly, A paradiſe 


of joy. athly, A paradiſe of pleaſures. 


| Under the operative divinity of this peace a di. 4 
vine light breaks into my underſtanding ; fixes the 


object; here ſweeteſt liberty frees obſtructions; 


gives my ſoul ſacred ſtrides of acceſs; a divine 1 in- 
ſpired calm ſoftens all my powers; in a word, my 
whole frame is melted into a conformity: nor did 


the univerſality of the precept clip the wings of my 


deſires; but my Kuga was mould me for thy 


glory. 


1 am as wax in thine hand, let thy 8 bo 
: portrayed here; let it be deeply engraved on the |}. 
outlines thereof; Lord, keep me from lin, that 1 it 


may not grieve thee nor me. 


This peace is not extracted from Jacies, nor forms | 
of . it is the peace of God; and as it ope- | 
rates : 
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rates upon the intellectual faculties, it is altogetber 
intellectual. This peace hath God's broad ſeal 
upon it; its maintenance and dignity is from hea- 
ven; it brings ſweet aſſurance to the heart: and its 
ground. work is the favor of a God manifeſted to 
my ſoul. 
My tender heart is 1 peace; in the i inte- 
rim all my paſſions imbibe the ſoftning theme of 
love; my every ſenſe is meekned; and, with 
pleading looks, I pour forth my beſt wiſhes into 
his oom. Dy 
O what pure ſerenity |! unfluctuate 1 ſit down, and 
call upon my ſoul to indulge her own felicities. 
Here under his divine ſhadow, here recreate thy 


1 delicate powers; the broad regions are thine; the 


regions of bliſs thine; happy youth! the louder 
bleſſings of the ſkies are thine, covenant bleſſings 
are all thine; ranſack their treaſures; enter by faith 
the fertile fields; here, here grow the fruits of grace, 
with ten thouſand Joys; in a word, all that 1s en- 
riching from above, or from beneath, are thine : 
enter thou _— the tenements of thy emo 


1 


CHAP. XLVI. 


He finds Jebaltern Impreſſ ons under the Spirit's s 
Diſcipline, 


GEcondly, the following impreſſions I could but 
take particular notice of; and that was a mental 
ſolemnity ; ſolemnity, as fallen ereatures, ought to 
be the very texture of our nature. It is that which 
gives propriety of action to the qualities of the ſoul; 
ſummons the ſenſes to taſte of that priſtine glory 


** — Cee 


loſt by the fall. Solemnity offers itſelf under every 


reflecting cogitation ; ſhe dwells in the houſe of the 

mourner, awaits the funerals of the dead, uſhers in 

the midnight * owls and wild beaſts echo the 
I 2 foreſt, 


= 
: 
# 


of the e immutability of God in his covenants of * 
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forelf, chanting tribes the groves, 1 hear ſolemn 


He ſolemnizes my frame; I move in ſolemn 
ſpheres. O what ſolemn bands ; my powers bound, 
my thoughts bound, my heart fixed ! O the divinity 
of folemnity ! All the objects of ſenſe are folemn ; 


and their encircling ſolemnity ties Weir aſpect to 


mine eye. 


The world is a keleton, and the creatures may N 
be analized. uw 


David faith, he was wonderfully td; he, under 
the light of God's ſpirit ſpiritualized the creatures, 


and admires their God in them. 


Solemnity has moulded them all and is ; the index 


to their face. Hear what the Pſalmiſt faith, Pſalm 


95, In his hand are the deep places of the earth; 


the ſea is his, and his hand formed the dry land: 


Then adds, O come, let us bow down before the 


Lord our maker! 


I am dictated, as through a perſpective glaſs, to 


ſpiritualize the whole creation; and their ſolemnity 
binds mine eyes. The running brooks, the ſwell- 


ing ſeas, the ragged rocks, the exalted bills, the low 
vallies, the murmuring waters, the green meadows, * 


the lowing cattle, the tractleſs foreſt, the lonely 


woods, the innocent lambs, the feathered ehoireſters; 


yea, the chimes of nature, the chimes of grace, and 


the chimes of glory, are the chimes of ſolemnity. 


There are four kinds of colours which our God 
ſeems to favor; the white, the green, the blue, and 


the red; the white to indicate fimplicity, the green 
for its ſolemnity, blue for its unchangableneſs ; the 
red indicates ſplendor and majeſty. The white is 
an emblem of the ſimplicity of the divinity ; the 
green emblematical of his acquieſcence and amica- 


bility with our nature; the blue the annunciation 


and 
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and mercy; the red an indication of bis royalty 
and glorious majeſty. 

After the flood, God made a covenant that the 
world ſhould be drowned no more; the ſign of the 
Covenant was the rainbow : there 1s 1n that rainbow 
a compoſition of green, to indicate that this cove- 
nant was made with man: a compoſition of blue, 
to manifeſt his unchanging goodneſs : a compoſi- 
tion of red, to ſhew us that unerring Majeſty was 
the covenant-maker. 


Ia a word, he inſpires my ſenſes with vital virtue, Ty 


and mine eyes with illumination. I ſee the objects 


of ſenſe are all encircled viſions of ſolemnity; but 
I find the heavens are furniſhed ſamplers, O what 
ſolemn regions! the angel's brow, the cherub's 
wing, the celeſtial ſonnets, the majeſtic throne, the 
archangel's voice, the angelic trumpets, the arch. 
angel's ſeat, the lofty buildings, the arched heavens, 
the heavenly manſions, the golden ſtreets, the hea- 
venly hills, the cryſtal rivers, the green and delicate 
paſtures, = 
Thirdly, but when I beheld: man in Va fallen 
ſtate, I ſaid, what a ſolemn woe ! O what a depth of 
loſs! and what a depth of forfeiture ! the former 
reflection had 1 its Oh but this hath 1 its amari- 
tude . 

Vet, bleſſed be God, deep calls upon deep, the- | 
loving heavens call, yonder {kies ſpeak ; O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. Here 
God's depths of love exceeds man's depths of de- 
ſtruction. I ſaid, the fall of man hath a ſix-fold 
depth : firſt, a depth of miſery : 2dly a depth of 


Ignorance: 3dly, a depth of preſumption : Athly, a DE 


depth of bondage: 5thly, a depth of imbecility : 
: 6hly, a depth of ſinfulneſs. But God's depth for 

man are ſeven-fold; ſeven is a perfect number, 

1 which nullifies all chat can be againſt him: 5 
">>; here 
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there is in God a depth of infinite love to recover 
him from his miſery. 2dly, as man is ignorant, 
there are depths of infinite wiſdom to contrive for 
him. 3dly, if he is preſumptuous, there is in God 4 
a depth of unſearchable goodneſs to reſtore him. 
athiy, as man is in bondage, there are depths of 
rich grace to free him. 5thly, as he is in weakneſs, 
there are depths of great power to ſave him, 6thly, 

as he is in the depths of unavoidable ſinfulneſs, there 

is with God, depths of pity to bring the ſinner up |} 

from the ruins of the fall. 7thly, and laſtly, not: | 
withſtanding man's depth's of ſinfulneſs and miſery, 
yet, O Ce and admire the all-ſufficient goodneſs of 
God; even to thoſe who may be deemed twice dead 
2 plucked up by the roots, that put far from them the 
oracles of God ; who will have none of his reproofs, 
and ſhall caſt contempt upon his ordinances, deſpiſe 
the goſpel of God, perſecute his meſſengers, ſned 
the blood of his people ! yet the Lord ſpareth them, 
and propoſeth Chriſt to them by his miniſters: that 
if they repent, and apprehend Jeſus Chriſt, by lively 
and influential faith, that Chriſt ſhall be made to - 
them their wiſdom, "their righteouſneſs, their juſti- 
fication, and their redemption : thus God's depths 
are ſeyen- told. - 


7 


— * * 
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he loves him with a Lo ve of T enaciouſueſs. 


Hirdly, I love my God with a love of tenaci- % 
 ouſneſs. Is not this love of God renacious 
love? The Latins ſay, 
An eſt ulla poſſeſſio que fit conferenda ci cum vita Jane; 2 
Is there any poſſeſſion that may be compared with | 
the life of a man? 
But I will reverſe it, and ſayß 
An Fl ulla Peefſ 70 que ſit corferends cum amor Dei ? 
Whether 
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Whether there is any poſſeſſion that * be com par- 
ed with the love of God? 
Ne univerſa gaza quidem Perſarum. Not all the 
treaſure of the Perſians can be compared with it. 
Whether I more poſſeſs that love, than that love 


peoſſeſſes me, that love of God poſſeſſeth me, and I 


put it into exerciſe by faith; like the ſun, that poſ- 
leſſeth the horizon, but lecken his beams upon 
the orbem terram. 

As it is God's love, it POR upon me; but as it 
1s mine and his, it aſcends to him; 19 that this love 


is God's love to me, and mine to him: it is God's 
3 


love to man intentionally ; it is mine practically; 
it is the love of God radically, it is mine receptically; 
it is God's love originally, it is mine experimentally; 
15 18 God's love primarily, but it is both his and 
mine mutually and interchangably ; it is God's love 
to man by donation, It 15 mine by the ſpirit” J aps | 
_ plication, 
As this love is reciprocal 10 interchangeable, is 
it poſſible that the Lord ſhould break up houſe- 
keeping with me? Will he leave me to ſtarve on 
barren ſhores? Can he break covenant with his 
people? Will he violate his oath ? Impoflible ! 
Will he ſtop up all communications betwixt him and 
bis people? Shall reciprocal and mutual love be- 
twixt him and me be utterly condemned? Shall 
thoſe ſweet communications from him, and thoſe 
returning friendſhips, be for ever nullified : | 
Then my pureſt joys ſhall be dolors, my comforts 
ſackcloth, my heaven a dungeon, my intereſt in God 
abrogated, my ſweeteſt communion with God chang - 
ed into cloud and darkneſs. Once a graft in Chriſt, 
but now cut off to commune with devils. My adop- ; 
tion and filiatioa broken up; the promiſe, once ap- 
| plied to my heart by the ſpirit of God, null and void; 
is covenants all daſhed and eraled; Chriſt's righ- 


teoulneſs, 


en 
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teouſneſs, but a tem -orary righteouſneſs, i it will juſs 8 


tity me no longer, and devils are rehearſing with an 


air of triumph and aſtoniſhment. Hear ye not what 
a deal of noiſe about the redemption of mankind by 
_ Chriſt, covenants, unconditional promiſes, counſels, 


plans, platforms, adoption, juſtification, faith, grace 


infuſed, and ſalvation by grace : notwithſtanding all 
that has been ſaid, they are no more ſecure than we 
were in our primeval eſtate, if ſo much; for their 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs at length! is proved to be 


but a precarious righteouſneſs. 


They are to ſtand or fall upon condiriobil obedi- 
ence ; ſhall the powers of darkneſs triumph in my 
| deſtruction ! ſhall every fatherly love-token be for 
ever forgotten by him! ſhall the heirs of the pro- 
miſes be beggared to perpetual baniſhment ! where 
is the power that dare to ſeclude my God! ſhall. 
any uſurp the unlucky interval! ſhall any of a truth 
premiſe the ſeparation ! if ſo, then in vain the ſun 
ſhews his illuſtrious head in vain. 


In vain the ſtars their conſtellation kewl in vain. 


In vain the condenſed clouds croſs the azure {kies 
in vain. N 

In vain the firmaments fix their purple colours, : 
and as nobly others ſhade in vain, 
In vain ſhine the refulgent luminaries on the ne- 
ther poles in vain, | 


In vain ſpiring mountains raiſe their Pe IM 
Heads in vain, 
In vain fleecy flocks uſurp their rural olains} invain. 


In vain collected dues caſt their cooling ciſterns 
on yonder hills in vain. 
In vain the fountains flow with chryſtal waters, 


flow 1 in vain. 


In vain the rocks , the craggy rocks, ſcreen their 
inhabitants in vain. 
In vain the maritime rocks, a amidſt the waves, 
Aid their gueſts jr in vain. En "= I -- 
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In vain commotions raiſe the eas mountainous 
heights in vain, 
In vain the prolific fields, 1 in rurals and fertile 
flowers, ſupply in vain. 
In vainI borrowed exiſtence berwixt the clements 
or globes in vain. | 
In vain my ſpiritual | renovations or + illuminations | 
all; In vain, | 
In vain my filiation, or my new v birth, all in vain. 
In vain juſtification or acquital, all in vain. _ 
In vain called out of darkneſs into marvellous 
light, all in vain. 
In vain indeed, if the kevin ſhall croſs hands 
with their own ſtipulations ; ; if the weakneſs of the 
creature ſhall break through the veracities of hea- 
ven; the eternal contractants of our peace be for 
ever violated Shall their covenants and engage- 
ments be for ever married and ſhattered ? ſhal Je- 
hovah's own acts and deeds laid out for man, be 
converted into inſtruments of deſtruction againſt 
man? will he give up the patrimony ? thall ſtran— 
gers poſſeſs the paternal inheritance ? ſhall the aſ- 
= gnment be abrogated, and the heirs difinherited ? 
Some perſons will never act with ties of honour, 
though conſanguinity binds : but in God I find kin- 
dredſhips, unſullied: friendſhips, immaculate ; fel- 
lowſhips, unprecedented ; unity impeached ; the 
ſpirit of God is the cementing band of all union. 
O what flowery productions what ties of ſacred 
friendſhips ! the Father's love, the Son's OP 
tion, and the Spirit's teſtimony. 55 
The Father's love dwells in my happy experience; 
the Son's redemption has ranſomed me ; the Spirit 8 
teſtimony has declared in my favour. Th 
Here 1s that which the prophet calls the chreefold 
cord, that can never be broken; the Father has en- 
grged by . to be dd God; the Son, in great 
Fon patons 
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compaſſion, has manifeſted himſelf to my ſoul ; the 
Holy Spirit of God applies all the divinity | of the 
Redeemer's merits to my conſcience. _ | 
John the Divine faith, there are three inet 
bearers upon earth; the ſpirit, the water, and the 
blood: I can witneſs to their veracities : firſt, the 

teſtimony of the ſpirit makes deep impreſſions on 
my heart; ſecondly, the blood {peaks to my ſoul 
the endearing language of pardon; thirdly, the 
water cools my parched breaſt amidſt the ſcorching. 
heat of temptations; for the ſpirit is the fountain 
_ of life, alleviating the rapidity of perſecution ; In a 
word, the trinity upon earth agree in one with the 
trinity in heaven; nor can their teſtimony be broken! 
his ſuperpaternal love 1s more firm than the celeſtial 


mountains; I ſaid, his ſuperlative love; for the 


| bowels of the tendereſt parent are, but braſs and 
BD Keel to the bowels of a NING: 


© H A p. XLII. 


125 His Contemplation upon the ther of God the V her, in 
4 Grove at Long Leat, Lord Weymouth's, in 
_ Wilſhire, near Froome, at Eighteen Tears of Age. 


be INDIA but the ſupreme Jehovah, whoſe wiſdom 
I and power is unbounded, could lay out ſuch 
platforms of grace. Who, but the architect of 
worlds, could have fixed upon ſuch a method of 
ſalvation? Nothing ſhort of unmerited goodneſs 
could fix upon rebellious man; yet he was the 
darling of his heart, he muſt be the object of la- 2 
viſhed favour. = 
As a pleaſing reſult of all this 1 a tremendous 
council is called; the eternal Three are the con- 
tractants; the folemn articles are opened, redemp- 
tion propounded, and the Father f peaks: We for- 


med 
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med a man for our glory, endowed bim with capa 
cious faculties, enkindled in his breaſt an inſatiable 
ſpark, inſatiable but in its author; he was made 
ſovereign of the globe, the head of creatureſhip, 
but has loſt all his claims by the ſubtilty of the 
fallen angels; he is enſnared by their policy. Now 
immortal ruin muſt be the reſult, except ſome kind 
interpoſition takes place. My holineſs cannot be 
diſpenſed with; my injured juſtice calls for redreſs ; 
my love, my benignity, my mercy, are blocked up, 
and cannot act for the ſinners; ſome adequate re- 
paration muſt be made, My ſacred laws are broken, 
therefore the ſinner cannot taſte my love, feel my 
mercy, experience my goodneſs, nor hold commu- 
nion with their God. My perfections eclipſed by 
fin, muſt be made to harmonize with honour, 44 
But as the ſtate of things are, none of thoſe 


breaches can be healed by the ſinner; the offence 


is of two deep a dye; nor is there a flaming cherub 
arouud the throne, thar is equal to the taſk; for I 
charge mine angels with comparative folly ; nor are 
the heavens clean in my ſight. To which of the 
angels can I now call? Then the conſult waſted 
cover to a ſcrutiny. Now Majeſty itſelf all enthroned, 
which throne was covered with ſeraphims, and 
brighter gems, intermixt with onyx ſtones, orna- 
mented the feat of the Higheſt. Now a ſerene ſi⸗ 
lence checks the ſkies, and an intermitting pauſe 
enſues for a while: then Majeſty began the divine 
lecture, and opened the grand charter. O what 
ſolemnity binds the ſacred audience ! The angelic 
aſſemblies alternate their pleaſing ſmiles in the dif- 
covery of each parodical article. Strike out, my 
_ thoughts, enter the upper ſkies; hark, my liſtening 
car, to thoſe important hints; it is man's redemp- 
tion that puzzles the ſubtle ſkies, and Puts the 
= heavens into agitation, 


_ Now. 
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| Ty Nou the conſult remains undetermined ; the of- 
; : ficious ſon of the Higheſt ſtood ſmiling amidſt the 
j 


j tience, ſaid, I know, my father, it is thy will to ſave 
1 thoſe Anders from deſerved deſtruction, and nothin 
Dut love itſelt can be the cauſe of thoſe ſacred de- 


fanctify their hearts, be made their ſubſtitute, ſer 


Qr elle let me bear the blame for ever. 


might be partakers of thy joys ; I will be condemned 
as the chief of criminals, that the chief of criminals 


_ conſolation ; I will die a moſt ſhameful death, that 


thut out. 


throne; his heart glowing with an ardour of impa- 


bates; yet that ſame nature which ſinned, muſt 
make reparation, Father, here am I, ſend me; lo 
Iwill go into their world, go forth from thy pre- 
fence, lay aſide my glory fora time, that ] might 
raiſe the honours of thy name, conciliate thy jar- 
ring attributes, appeaſe juſtice, fulfil thy broken 
laws, remove the ſinners curſe, juſtify their perſons, 


them down before thy face to enjoy thy pr eſence, 


In fine, I will aſſume their nature; I will become 

1 their ſurety ; I will be poor to enrich them; I will 
be perſecuted, that they may be victors; I will be 

tempted of devils, that they may eſcape the power 
of devils; I will ſweat drops of blood in the garden, 
to prevent their death in Eden's garden; I will be 

as the lamb dumb before his ſhearers, that they 
may be made God's ſheep; I will be the man of 
forrows, and acquainted with grief, that theſe 


2 be ſaved; I will drink the cup of their con- 
ſternation, that they may drink of God's cup of 


their death may be honourable ; I will range their 
darkeſt regions, that their regions may be moſt 
pleaſing and delightful : I will be numbered with 
tranigreſſors in my death, that they may be num 
dered with the righteous ; I will aſcend to the hea- 
vens in their nature, that their nature might not be 


hin | 


co 
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Thus the grand articles of our ſalvation n 


broken up, by the Father and Holy Ghoſt, and 


ſtipulated by the eternal Three; the Son made the 


propoſals, the Father ſtrikes hands 1 in the ſacred a- 


gene ; theretore the Son, in his pre-exiſtane 
ate, Cries, Lo, I come, as in the volume of thy 
book it is written of me; 1 delight to do thy will, 


O ins God. 


5 "CHAP. XIIX. 


His Contemplation upon the Conde ſrenfon of God the Holy 


Ghoſt, his all-kind Offices and Inbabitation. Theſe 


| Reſleftions by the Side of gary. Waters, at Eighteen 
Tears of Age. 


EH OL, my ſoul, the wonderful determination 
of thoſe diſcreet articles, how faithfully ratified 


by the triune Jehovah ! here each perſon agreeably 


condeſcends to ſhare a part in our redemption, 0 


what teeming glories ! The Father fixed his love 


upon us; the Son agreed to redeem us; the Holy 


| Ghoſt applies the treaſures of all this love and grace 
to our hearts. 


The Divine Spirit is become our comforter and 


teacher, ſanctifier and renovator ; his ſpiration is 


the agent of life; enlightens the darkneſs of men, 
and ftrengthens the imbecility of the mind. He 


has his equality with the Father, and the Son, in 


the ever-adorable Godhead ; yet he articles himſelf 


in divers functions for us; not by conſtraint, or be- 
ing purchafed for us, but by voluntary proceſſion; 
his operations are the refult of his own good will; 
true, his proceſſion is in the name of the Father, . 
and the Son, becauſe he ſuſtaineth with them eſpe- 


cial offices for us; if the Father is faid to draw us, 


it is by the ſpirit; if we ſavingly know Jeſus Chriſt, 
. 1s by the {pirit ; ; if WE are convinced of our loſt : 


eſtate, 
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eſtate, it is by the ſpirit; if we are reſtored to ſpi- 
ritual life, it muſt be by the ſpirit of God: if I have 
the ſweeter aſſurance of divine favour, it is given by 
the ſpirit; if the divine promiſes intereſt our ſouls, 
the ſpirit applies them; If I have peace of conſci- 
ence, the blood of Chriſt muſt be applied to it by 
the ſpirit ; if we are ſanctifed, it is by the ſpirit; if we 
are juſtified, the knowledge of it is brought home 
by the ſpirit; if we are made partakers of the divine 
nature, it muſt be by the communicative ſpirit ; if 
our fins are pardoned, this ſweet aſſurance is mani- 
feſted by the ſpirit; the glorious evidences of God's 
love mult have the ſpirit's teſtimony ; which | is the 
ſpirit of comfort; which is the ſpirit of joy, which 


is the ſpirit of liberty, which is the ſpirit of prayer, 


which is the ſpirit of power, which is the ſpirit of 
truth, which is the ſpirit of a ſound mind, which is 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, which is the ſpirit of holineſs, 
which is the ſpirit of life, becauſe he quickeneth 


poor ſinners; in a word, who but the ſpirit of God TT 


can be productive of thoſe noble Principles faith, 5 
hope, and love. 
I Theſe we call peculiar graces of the (| pirit, becauſe 
' wrought in the chriſtian's heart by the ſpirit. The 
great apoſtle enrapts them, he called them a good 
work: He that hath begun a good work in you, he 
will perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt. At 


another time, Chriſt revealed in us. John the divine, 
5 That which is born of God, cannot be defiled with 
fin. Again, he calleth it the pure ſeed with re- 


e in us, and the wicked one toucheth it not; 


yet the chriſtian i is often attacked by the cruel ſug- ZR 


geſtions of ſatan ; therefore no wonder if at times 


is evidences are beclouded ; but the true ſeed ha. 


ving a divine and powerful implantation can never 
be eradicated ; faith will ſtand her ground, amidſt 
| the torrents of Pennies 


| Secondly, 
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Secondly; Hope; This grace, though effeminate, 
is begotten of the ſpririt, a plant of his own; ; and as 
it is begotten of him, ſo it is alſo nouriſhed by 
him“; the believer abounds in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt. . 

Again, the Ap oftle calls it a lively hope; and 
well ſaid; for ber life is two-fold ; an exiſtence by 
the ſpirit, and vivification by Chriſt ; as the apoſtle 
| faith, Who hath begotten us again into a lively 
hope, through the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, Ge- 


neration by the ſpirit gives her an exiſtence, and 


vivification by Chriſt's raiſing, gives her an excre- 


ſcence. As a further proof of its livelineſs, it en- 


ters into that within the vail; and the apoſtle, to 


clear it of deception; tells us, that it is ſure and 


ſtedfaſt. Aſpiration, without a good foundation, 
would overturn the fabrick; it enters into that 


within the vail, that we might ſee its loftineſs ; it is 


ſure and ſtedfaſt, that we might perceive its firmneſs; 
hope s foundation is built upon the love of God un- 
e and upon the promiſes of God never- 
failin 
T Ss Love; this alſo is an eſpecial grace of 
the ſpirit ; and for more than its ordinary ſecurity, 
the Holy Ghoſt hath ſhed it abroad in the believer's 
| heart, This grace, love, will ride above all oppo- 
ſition ; the powers of darkneſs attempt, but in vain, 
its extirpation; perſecute the believer, lay him 


waſte, love ſhall be predominant ; ſtrip him of all 


his comforts below, love ſhall comfort him till; 
deſert him, depredate him of his friendſhip, love 
will befriend him; take away his life, or endanger 
it, love ſhall quicken him, and the believer ſhall 
_ proclaim aloud, Whom have I in heaven but Thee, 


and there 1 is none upon earth that I can deſire in 


competition 
* John xiy, 7 1 
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competion wich Thee. Faith, hope, and love, are 
the three cardinal graces of the ſpirit, and they are 
well ſupported by the inhabitation of the Holy 
He has ſaid, I will dwell in them, and 


walk in them. As an inhabitant he will plead his 
prerogatives ; as the poſſeſſor, he will atteſt his 


TEARS o 


Ghoſt. 


legal right; and as our great* paraclete, he has all 


the ſtipulations of covenant engagements on his 
fide. Where Chriſt ſays, Iwill ſend the comforter, 
the Greek faith, I will ſend you another advocate; 
as though the Holy Ghoſt would like to eſtabliſh 
the office, and give to the believer a double right 
to the privilege. 
it; for the ſpirit itſelf, ſays he, makes interceſſion 
in us, according to the will of God, with ſighs, and 

: groans, which cannot be uttered. 


"The great apoſtle takes notice of 


— — — — — 33 — —© w—I— 


CTHAP 4. 


His Gee on upon the exceeding high Mountain, 
called Cly-Hill, on the Characteriſtics of our Lord 


8 Chriſt, a! Eighteen Tears of Age. 


S he a-Jeſus ? he will fave them. 
= Is he a Chriſt? he will anoint them. 
- Is he a ſhepherd ? he will encloſe them. 
4. Ils hea friend? he will never deceive them. 
Is he a lover? he will never deſert them. 


5 Is he a roſe? he will be a ſweet ſavour to them. 


7. Is he a huſband? he will cheriſh them. 
| b. Is he a goodneſs ? he will ſupply them. 
9. Is hea wiſdom ? he will inform them. 


10. Is he riches ? he will enoble him. 
11. Is hea phyſician ? he will heal them. 
12 Is hea captain? he will fight their battles for them [ 
13. vo he a Lord ? he wall govern and rule for them. 
14. 1 
M F rom the Greckavard paracleton, e et ego rogabo patrem 


et alium paracletum dabit vobis paraclete, an advocate. 


- 


ef? 
b. 
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14. Is he a prince? he will empower them. 1 
1135. Is he a King? ke will conquer for them. 
. 16. Is he a rock? he will defend them. 

3 17. Is he a counſellor ? he will plead for them. 
18. Is he an advocate? he will ingratiate them. 

19. Is he aſurety ? he will be reſponſible for them. 

20. Is he a righteouſneſs ? he will cloath them, 
21. Is hea anctification? he will be a fitneſs for 

them. | 

3 Is he a Redeemer? he will inſure falvation to 
„ | 6, 

1 23. ls he a life? he will quicken them. 

24. Is he a light? he will ſhine upon them 

2 5. Is he a door? he will enter them. 

26. Is he a fire? he will purge them. 

27. Is he an altar? he will landify their offerings 7 

85 for then, 
28. Is he a prophet? he will open the ſeals of the 
cobenant for them. 
90. Bs he ee he will anſwer all demands for 
| them. | 
„ 30. Is hea key? he will open the kingdom of hea- : 
„ „wen $0 Them... 


TESUS.:: CHRIST is 
1. The fountain of life. 
2. The light of nature. 
3. The key of David, 
+ The ſeal of covenants, 
5. The center of glory. 4 
=_ Theſe are the characteriſtics which our dear 
* Redcemer ſuſtains for poor ſinners. 


( „ 104 ) 


THE 
MOURNING S A INT 


AMONG THE 


WILLOWS; 


HEAVENLY MUSIC REGAIN'D.” 


| Extradted from Pſalm CXXXVII. 
We hung our Harps upon the Willows in the midſt thereof; 7 
308 the Rivers of Babylon there we ſat down, yea we wept; 
for they that carried us away captive requ! ee a Song; 
"20d they that waſted us required of us Mirth, 


Ilaiah, Chap. xili. ver. 22. 
And the wild Beaits of the filands ſhall cry in their desolate 
Houſes, aud Dragons 1 in their 1 888 Palaces. 


Ver. 1. Sim- WII charch fo well aden d 
plicitas c- Her beauty's from above, 
_clelizet in- On Piſgah's top enthron'd, 
ee Here dwells the loving dove. 

When God ſpeaks, Sion rejoices ; 
Her ſprings flowing, flowing ſources. 


PS 
2. 133 Sweet murmur's gentle ſtream 
ri eus. Glides through myrtles verdure ; ; 


Palnis. laurels, olives green, 
Bright lamps ſplendid luſtre 

_ Gorgeous robes, all nuptial white, 

And brighteſt day unmixt with night. 


III. 
8 Fecund- Fer the joy ſwift along, 
tas ejus. Sion began the ſhout ; 


Walls ſpread with carbuncle, 
And all her branches ſprout. 
| | Gladneſs and joy enrich each place, 
St 3 Aſpiring towers hung with grace. 
DER 1 : I 1. The chasch graces, her flowing eee 
N 2̃. Her nuptial robes, ber unblemiſhed! Joys. 
3. Her aſpiring | towers. | 


or, Heavenly Muſic regamed. 


IO IV. 
What mortal can rehearſe 

Her mountain rooted ſtrong, 
With muſic's ſweet addreſs 


To cnarm the vales along. 


Songs flying, ſolemn groves to ring, 
| Changing virgins to pleaſe the queen. 


| But hark ! methinks 1 hear 

Sole nulties of war; 

Wake my liſtening car, 

The armed meu prepare: 

The foe is near, the foes prepare, 

And fix their tents of battle there. 
Tx — 

Nor ſcarce emotions paſt, 


Nor ſcarce each penſive thought * 


We were as quickly caſt 
Into a land of drought. 
Here our enemies reign by might, 


Rivers of forrow, dreadful night. 


VII. 

Afflictive ſtrifes impel, 
Our ſouls they ſeek to ſlay, 
Prepar'd for us a cell, 
Conflickions night 1 day. 
Here our ſouls were fill'd with dread, 


Wich gholts and ſpectres of the dead. 


VIII. 

Our lives a ſcene of care, 
And labyrinth rack our hearts; 
Frightful viſions appear, 

L uciferian darts. 

Luciter ſhoots his fiery darts 


And frightful viſions ſcare our hearts. 
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Vet 4. Pom- 
poſs comita- 


tus et ju- 


cunda ne- 
mora ejus. 


F. Eccleſia 


ab adver- 
ſariis in vaſa 


6. Eeclefs 


doloces ain- 


plibcati,de- 


bellantibus 
inimicis. 


7. Fceleſi | 


diſpenſato- 
res in deſer- 
tis cellis 


compacti. ö 


ejus jaculati 
et vulnerati 


a diabolis. 


| Ver. 4» Son's fortitnde : 


her ſellir x and chanting vir 


gins. 


5. Sion encompaſſed by enemies, and made the ſeat of war 
. Sion -onquer«:d, and carried into a land of drought. 
7. Diſconſolate c. lis prepared for Sion's officers. 


L. Appanitio!'s, ghofts, fligbtful viſions, the officers of che 


Church wounded by Luciterian darts. 


E ¹·ü ⁵¾mu. mma 


2 " 7 he Mourning Sang among the Willows ; 


" Were: te Lieu many were coaflin'd; 
cri colarum And bound in fetters frrong, 
deflent in- Till appointed days ge 


Jurus pati- To ſuffer cruel wron 
unter uſque 


ad mortem 7 


: ants ulu- The midnight howl of dogs 
lattibus ca- 


num ſibilis 


ſerpentum, Chattering ſnakes and frogs; 
et ranaum. Stinking cells, loathſome fogsz withal 


12. Invaſi Nor can it be rehears'd, 
ſunt peſſimis The woes on ev'ry 8 : 
hypocriticis Our lives were made the jeſt 


ſacerdotibus Of the incenſed tribe. V 
eſtimant ve- 


ram religio- g 
nem uti can- Increas'd our ſorrovs, and our woe. 


tilenam. 


Ver. 9. 0. The 4 gy lament their celle withe every y degree of hairs 


= 
9. Vidit Struck with horrors, I cry” d, 


multos dia- Stupendous cells of ills; 


bolos et > 
tpi a Ghoſts, devils multiply'd, 


ſterna- 
fionemejus Our comforts kill'd, our ſouls aſſail'd, 


Repell'd by grace, or kills. 


Powers of dai kneſs have avail'd 1 
X. 


Here aching hearts and moving breaſt 3, 
And eyes wich tears, troubled creſts. 

— 
11. No- We heax, from diſtant ſhore, 


F ears and frights, dreadful roar, 


OT air, miſts untimely fall. 
RS ©! 


Prieſts of Babylon, ſtrangers too 


10. The clergy appointed for cruel deaths. | 
11. The midnight how], the chattering ſnakes. 11555 ſnakes 
will advance themſelves upon the trees, and drop from 
thence on paſſengers, in order to ſting them, In thoſe 
iſles are two ſorts + ſome grey, others yellow and red, 
dreadful to look on ; their heads flat and broad ; the 
_ Jaws extremely wide, and armed with eight or ten ſharp | 
teeth, trom whence they diſperſe their poiſon. Thole 
ſtung by them are incurable in two hours tine. 
12. The church deſtroyed the wicked prieſts and wicked 
members; but he prays for his own and her deliverance. 


or, Heavenly Muſig regained. 20% 
XIII. : 
Then with a louder cry, „ Ver. 13. 
I call'd God's mercy near; | Procaturgst 
My refuge rules the ſky, 2 
My Father hath an ear. | miſſignem. 
Thy promiſe, Lord, invites our faith, 
Amidſt our foes, the ſnares of death. 
Eo aig 
There came a Scribe to me, os 14. Habet 
Announced my pe ud ſigillo | 
| W ho ſaid that 1 might ſee Regis pig- 
The king's certificate: nus ſalutis. 

I ſaw the ſeal, bids me rejoice, 

*T'was the king” s ſeal that rais'd my joys. 

My heart was firung hh praiſe, | 1435 Regis f 
And goodneſs was the theme, oracula 
Which eee the wild maze, preſtant ſe- 

And clos'd the dreadful ſcene. * 
God ſpeaks the oracles of grace, ejus. 
And pr wide the gates of braſs. = 
DOVE 
Then wandering, the wilds, OD BF TS aut. 
Wearied with conflict, . ” N 
And finding in the iſles, ominus de- 
A den where I could ſleep; . feras : 
I laid me down, nor would ] fear, _ infule. 


Vevouring beaſts which lodged here. 


14. A Scribe was ſent to him with the King' 8 ſeal, frees | 
him from the cell, 
15. He is greatly comforted in ſceing the great "PO Os 


16. He takes his flight into the wilderneſs, and being faint 
thro' conflicts, ſleeps in a den. 


The Mourning Saint among the Willows ; ; 


XVII. 

Ver. 1. I laid me dowa to ſleep, 
Decumbit Forgot each mortal care ; 
in autro My ſhepherd ſhall me keep, 
dormiturus | Frem ev'ry hurtful ſnare. - 
: E My ſhepherd and guide from my youth, g 
fe in Deo. Led by his hand, Gnerring truth, 

XVIII. 
19. Preter- Nor was my mind ſerene, 
| retur ſom- But fluctuous the night ; 


: nio perievu- Diſcompos d by a dream, 


lorum 8”, Lions advanc'd in ſight, 


norume. I rous'd mine eyes, and lions ſaw, 
Amidſt the woods, Nye the foe. 
XIX. 
5 Amidſt the happy fight 
19. . Withdraws the lucid ſun, 
5 2 | His occidental light 


eier. I0Oo weſterg poles return. 

15 To wild beaſts, they range abun; 
Invade the iſle, invade the ground. 
e 
a „ dreadful voice 1 hear, 
cum fera, Which made a diſtant ſtand , 
vocata hy- Her yell increas'd my fear, 
| Ws She ſtood at my right hand. 

Hy #na takes triumphal ſtride; 
Attacks my lite on gd fide. 


Ver. 17. He acts faich upon nl” = 
138. He unadviſedly fleeps in the lion's den; faw lons, but 
cſeapes by the trees. 
1009. He is almoſt benighted, and che wil denfls invade him. 
Ver. 20. His life endangered by a beaſt call-d hyzna : her man- 
ner is to ſnap the bone of the leg, and then deſtroy the 
| fe, She is ſomewhat like our Engliſh large boar, her | 
N is dreadful, Ms 4 makes the iſles echo, hae 


5 -; Heavenly Muſic regained. _ r09 


EI i - e 
=... Neolt then eſcap'd the death, _ Ver. 21. Ille 
I ſaw wolves which devour, non citius 
Encloſe the dreary path, effugitunam 
The all-invading hour: mortem 


quin altera 


Wolves and bears, with tyger creatures, lequatur. ö 


Thouſand forms, viporous natures. 


Þ © © ; 8 TE ; 
Here the dog of the wood 1 22. Oblide- 
Encircles ev'ry path, e 3 1 
1s moſt ſwift to ſhed biood, „ bus filveſ- 
| Purſuing tracts for death. tribus. 


5 Thoſe dogs are ſuccour'd from the wood, 
By nature wild, ſavage and rude. 


— Ef XXIII. 
F lying for very far — 23. Efugit | 
Io ſome remoter place, ad rupes, 
I met ten thouſand deer; . metu fera - 
They try'd my ev'ry grace, IO... 


Wild and deſp'rate were their looks 
Bur I eſcap'd to the bigh rocks. 


Nor Re I far 8 5 24. Cir- 
An hundred beaſts appear; 5 ee ad 
W ben ſhall my ſoul be freed && 1 5 


oy b. . 
From Jeopardy and care. e 


Environs of beaſts abjects tog, 
Will waſte my gays, my Sete r renew. : 


Ver. 21. Thoſe lee are very v voracious and 1 ; the. 


tyger is as much, If ſeveral are together, ſhe will fix 
upon one of the company, caſt him en her ſhoulder, 
and 1n a private place ſuck his blood. — 
dis creature is not unlike ſome men, even "IR pro- a 
feſſors, who reſt not; but ſuck the vitals of the object 
of hate until he is deſtroyed. | be 
; 33. The dog of the woods; thoſe were like wolves, but ſome 
5 bark not; therefore the mare dangerous. Y 
23. Thoſe deer are very fierce and intimidating”. 
24. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the eruelties of thoſe able. ; 
They were in Kiog David's time, | 


_—_— 


l OR 3 of "a — 2 — — 
4 | - * deere 


276. The Mourning Saine among the Willows ; 


XXV. 
: vers Mi Flying to an arbour 
ſer Iſraelitæ Sjtuate ona hill; 
: 3 3 Here dwells a kind brother, 5 
| ratur . ne Of noble grace and ſkill; 
Come ſee a man bereft by all, — 
B/ abjects, that careſs my fall, 1 "= 
8 26. Reer be He wept moſt bitterly, | | 
lamentatio | Said, ſee my mortal wound, ©. 
5 cus. My fl ei, „ 
From abjeas all around. — 
Some pity ſhew, come ſome kind friend, 
Let pity from my God deſcend, 


XXVII. 
i by Tito While we were ſat content 5 = 
| ad captivos. To bear each other's load, „ 


A meſſenger was ſent 
Juſt from the flock or Gods 
| Lift up hands amidſt captivity, 
| God hath an ear for -— e 
| Thaſted ſwift away _ RC 
i Piomif, To the good 8 | 
ſio dat pig- Nor met the beaſts of prey, 
nus. Nor abjſects fierce and rude. 
Me prais'd our God for help at 1034. 
His promiſe gave our 1 Sebnem 


8 1 = . 


Ver. : 25. He came to an arbour where - 1 miner bad exiled 
| himſelf for fear of the abjedts. _ 5 
26. He wept bitterly for the mortal wound 00 by the | 

ahbjects, of which he died in the wilderneſs, 

25. A meſſenger was ſent to him from the flock of God, 8 
and reproves his remiflneſs. _ 1 85 
28. The meſſenger excites fa. h in God, becauſe of the 5 

5 en pre. | 
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or, Heavenly Muſic 2 "Oak = 


| 1 XXIX. - 
A mountain high we climb, Ver. 29. 
As ſteep as any rock ; Promiſſio 
' Dreadful horrors combine, dentata ab 
The mount was fire and ſmoke. 5X © * 
Our ſouls were ripe but for complaint; 
18 this the lot of all the ſaints? 
„ „ 
- i a 
At length thoſe glooms withdrew, e 


And ſuns began to ſhine; eee 

. Our ſteps rejoic'd a-new, minat fem 

Me ſoon the flock rejoin, tas noſtras. 

| The people cry'd, pray to thy God, „„ 
5 Diſtreſs ſhould{ pread thine a arms abroad, 


Oe: XXXI. . . 
1 rais'd my cries aloud, 5 31. Cauſa 
Let mercy teach thy eres e Dei aficit 
Convince the ſordid proud, nunumquem- 
Ihat do thy church reproach. quæ, paſto- 
Send down thine help from lofty lies, e 
7 And our ſorrows affect thine es.. 
= XVXXII. 
sion bright re- aſſumes 
The triumphs of the day, _ Ver. 32: ; 
Nor yet a foe preſumes e EE 
To mar her ſacred Joy. 5 
The triumps of ſalvation's grace, 
Enlighten days, and cheer the face. 
Sion's walls, peace . 33. Victoria 
While gueſts are all around; ; "oak : 


The gates of Sion ring, 


"#0 The promiſe tried by fire and Fit aig but the meſſen- 
ger took a plaſs from his boſom, which he called a 
perſpective, by which means he ſaw two devils, the 
one at the north ſide of the hill, emitting fire, another 
at the eaſt ſide of the hill, emitting a great ſmoke. 
31. Miniſters are to ſtand by the church, though diſtreſſed. 
32. The promiſe fulfilled, and Sion re-eſtabliſhed. 
33. Sion's joy's reſtored ; her wall remind, with the ſpoils | 
| of her foes, 1 D | 
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112 The Munn Saint We hs} Willows ; * 
New pleaſures deeply ſound; 
Her turreted walls hear her joys, 
3 And enemies are made her ſpoils. 
= XXXIV. 
. cut. He glory all in bloom, 
hg reno: Opened new on earth; 
MM Ek Splendid day, brighteſt noon, _ 
Our joys have pafs'd the birth. 
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Florulent erops, pinks N 
= XXXV. | 
VV 35. Temples ſpread their enſigns, by, 
_ Gloria Ho. And joys ſhall feed her gueſt; ; 
e Here muſic entertains, _ 
With a generous feaſt. : 
Times of pleaſure, gorgeous ſcenes, 
Fiore meadows, rural * | 
XXXVI. 
— ViditT ſee an Angel's mes: 
a em Rais'd on a precipice; 
miniſtran- He thunders forth God's grace, 1 5 
tem. Proclaiming news of peace: _ 
His ſinews braſs, his tongue unty'd, : 
5 His voice exceeds fluctuous tide. 


Sſonis fun- Here multitudes furround- 
date. The angels word of life, 


And conſecrates the ground, 


And raiſe the ſacred ile. 8 
Grace ſhall ſhine in every face, 


And Sion' s gates are gems of grace. 2 


XXXVIII. 

d 
5 gebe tees, T he 1 nations bow- 
nua reflec- Before the throne of God; 


tuant ad And Sion Maes her You, yi Xn 
| Chriſtum. 


* 34. The blooming ry ers K—ͤ ͤ ͤ——ů ——— 


"YH b 35. The church lifis up her enſigus, the 8 rals, the 
_— lion, and the crown of righteouſneſs, 
356. God ſends a miniftering angel. 


\ 37. A new diſpenſation, and new glories opened, 
28. nes! worſhip renovated. 8 


Spriags all flowing, ſummer's Vlooming, | 


0 


13 


Babylon alſo lies 


or, Heavenly Muſic regained. 
And ſpreads her gifts abroad. 
Mahomet taſtes her bleſſings too 
Will Join her bliſs, and . true. 
XXXIX. 


39 Baby- 


In ruins and in woe, Ss 


Has loſt her merchandize, reſtitutæ. 


God's goodneſs ſhe ſhall know, 


The ſweeter ſound of goſpel grace, 
Shall fill her ſtreets with } Joy and Peace: 


XL. 

Meſſengers fly abroad, „ 
From pole to pole Was 40, on Ex. 
Nor leave the facred road, arb pe 
| | Till Chriſt 18 raiſed bigh, bem terra- 
In men's eſteem, in ſinners breaſts, TR 


7 And muletudes ſhall Chriſt —— 


They At ſhall we 


XLI. 


| Miniſters now are free, 


They preach high goſpel ftrain ; ; 47. Paſlores 
Fn agree, 5 55 | - incorrupti. . | 


And deſpiſe the e gain; 


To preach for God and ſouls alle, 
5 'Tis their chief aim to fave from woe. 


XLII 35 
Theſe are the wiſh'd-for days 432. Vidzt 
My ſoul once long'd toſee; ; | may 2 
We 3 and ſing, and praiſe, 3 ſe- 
Open each myſtery; „„ Wn. 
3 And our young men ſee Wien bright, 
Ancients ſee viſions in the _ 
. XLIII. „„ 
Here, men \ ſhall boaſt no more; ;-: ©" ³: ] 
Religion now no jeſt: obohibebit 
Nor mall the Gobers fogr: OOO 


309. Heathen nations converted, idolatry extinguiſhed. 
40. Meſſengers ſent abroad. 
41, Miniſters veſted with divine principles. | 
42. He is rejoicing in ſeeing the happy change. 
43: Theſe meſſengers have power to Caſt down rong holds, 


114 The Mourning Saint among the Wilows ; 5 


14 8. onis 
Etas reno- 


* 
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Above the royal teſt. 
Religion cheers the barren ground, 
And fertilizes all around. 

. XLIV. 
Jes, Gentiles, all repair, 
To erect temples new, 
vatur. Aſpiring 1 in the air, 

5 And converts not a few, 


One Lord, one ſhepherd, and one fold, : 


The gates of Sion wax not old. 
XV. 
45 Sion Our days are like the oak, 


jacliat ſalu- Three hundred years we live, 
tem ſuam et Nor wear the ſinner's yoke, 
durationem Nor aſk the ſinner's leave. 
longam. Three hundred years to do God's work, 


And thouſands freed of Satan's 88 
—__ "YE. - 
Ver. 406. Nations ſit als in peace, 
Sion guber- Under Redeemer's ſhade ; 4 
nat gentes And wars for ever ceaſe; + 
cum iceptro Nor ſhall the foe pervade. 
Pacls Swords are beat into pruning hooks, 
No more are wars unkind rebukes. 
XLVII. = 
47. Sion be Mount Sion hath no chain, 
detet regnat No more is ſhe oppreſs'd ; 
Jonginque Her life free from each pain, 
3 9 - Fer cloathing righteouſnefs : 
ſhone, 


And all her ſeers taught of God. 


| 44 Sion's perpetuity ; ; conyerſion the meſſenger's 8 5 


| 35. An oak is an hundred years growing, an hundred years 
in his maturity, and an hundred years declining. 


God's meflengers live long to do much work. 


46. The Redeemer's hade, Sion's ſecurity, Here I ſaw | 
ons and lambs agreeing together; vipo: ous creatures | 
loſt their ve: om, became tame, their tongues looſed, 


and they praiſed God in loud hoſannas. 


47. Sion for a time, and ſpace of time, freed from perſe - 


cuvion, icknels, and death, 


Her pricits clad with righteous robe, 5 
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| The truths ſhall make them free, 
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XLVIII. 


Now Sion's worſhip pure. 


Falſe doctrines all ſubſide; ; 


Heavenly ſcience cure, 


And grace is magnify'd. 


88 Here curates, paſtors, bear the ark, 
And — after God's own heart. 


XLIX. 


To win fools, all their care, 


They join the common cauſe ; * 


1 houſands converted are, 


And no pernicious laws; 


No pervert laws, nor pervert prieſts, 


Pervert the laws of righteoulneſs. 
L. 


"Hoo ſhepherds all agree, 


Religion never (ſold ; 


Vaniſh the love of gold. 


By their unition ſhall declare 
Glorious grace, God's gory dear. 
LI. 


Their nary ſtrong and fro. 


They preach like angels bright; 


The truths that they confirm, 


Now beam with glorious light. 


Here reaſon fails, that ſtrong bulwark 
Falls, ſacred dews on all Cake flock. 


LII. 


Bo Here Sion rules alone, 


And kings will patronize ; 


They range delightiul zone, 


Poſſeſs the richer prize. 


8 The righteous rule in ſioner's place, . 
| Chriſtand his ſpouſe, (hall rule by grace. 
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Ver. 49. 
Sionis eſt 
purus et dif- 
ciplina, ejus 
abſque cul- 
pa. 


49. Nullis 
corruptus | 
paſtor, ſibi- 
tant um pro- 

: ſpiciens ſe- 

| 5 debit i in ja- 
nuis Sionis' 


2 8 Longe 
lareque . 
puaſtores dit 
ſentiunt a 
multis hodie 


51. Hi pas- 


tores habent 
facultates, 
ſuas a Deo. 


| 52. Sion 
| regnat, ; 33 


— — — 


5 ol Nations are bl. > with p1ins-taking paſtors, ſuch a as are 


taught of God, ot ſubject to men or their ordinances, 


49- No corruption in the prieſthood, 
50. The unity of the pf ieſthood. 
51. No inferiority in the prieſthood. 
52. Kings patronize religion. 
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7 16 7 be | Mourning Suat. among the Willows ; ; 
LIII. 
z. Apis What ſtately fabrics riſe, 
bat io gaudia Amidft the rural ſcene : 
l Sion's uni- Their towers hung with praiſe, 
e Enſigns with purple gleam. 
Virgins ſpread their bays in circles, 
Ihe widows too ſpread their laurels. 
LIV. 
54. Sion Sion of great renown 
jubet gene- Princes thy glory court; 
lem Feve- The queen ſhall wear the crown; 
8 e queen ſhall govern courts. S 3 
Ladies of honour ſerve the gueens 3-3 
Lords and nobles their 8 bring 
$5. c Sion's s honors are Nied, 
conjungent | She is the queen of worlds ; 3 
7" n H 
0 Sionis. eavens unite their rays, 
And earth ſpreads her laurels. 
Her apparel gold, gem'd wich ſtars, 
God gives her Joys, no glory 1 Pares. . 
| . m * | | L 8 0 
4. ſhone T be queen ſits all robs; $7 BE 
tes ejus. Her fountains flow with. vine; 5 l 
5 = Her glory's from the Lord, | 
Her glory is divine. 
Milky ſtreams down pr ecipices, 
1 flowing quinteſſences. 
LH. 
57. Sionis Each mountain ſhe excels, 
magpifci- Their tops can never vie; 
entia, The world its grandeur ſells, 
„ And lay its pleaſures by. 
| Kings merchandiſe their treaſures great, 
And lay them down at: £100" 8 gate: 
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725 Don 8 gorgeous palaces. | CT 
54. Sion crowned. | 
55. Sion's ſovereignty. 

85 55. Sion enthroned 


TX Kings Sion's. ne, to ſerve her. 
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or, Heavenly Muſic regents. 117 
ll ©..." LN. | 
Nations enrapt with joys 58. Haliria 
Ring Sion's cheering choirs; modulami- x 
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l And trembling ſtrings do e 


All tongues echo rejoice, 


David's harps were well ſtrung, 
| Lyriſts enhance the ſong, 


Ginglers of Sion gingle notes, 
And muſicians bright "0g her 


Sion's Orpheus raiſe the ſong, = 
- Tremulous muſic uniform. 


1 heard ſon gs, vocal ſongs, 


Quivering ſtrings create alicht, 
3 Varying a art with ſcience bright, 5 


na. 5 


Sakindic en Revs + -- 


Our breaſts glow with praiſes, our hearts 
And Sion's ſons taught well our harps. 


"LH: 3 
59. Sionis 
modulami- 
na aut, pue- 
5 rorum inci- | 
| pinetiam, 
-. = 1. eantus ſueos 
courts, vocatus in- 


Sion's lutes form'd anew ; 


And harpers not a few. 


„„ trada. 
Organs again in uſe, Rl 
And the golden i” 15 Ow 60. 
No deform yields abuſe, e 


rat peritus 

muſicus uſ- 
que ut man- 
* red- 
deret ſeras. 


To quench the ſacred fires; 


LXI. 


Their cities ſhout for joy; , 61. Dele- 
. Muſicians, and their ſons, 4 ker mul. 
Charm celeſtial ray, eue Bis: T 
Vary muſic, varying long, „ 
Immortalize the ſacred wag: 
. > DAE © LEVEL 
: High genius's ; awake, 8 6 Sine 


Their lutes by gradation; lavis tremu- 
Iz ſpeciales 
muſicæ ve- 


Muſic's variation. 


N a i. : 


—_—— — i 
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885 „Sion advanceth nations. 

59. Sion's children incepting their ſongs'; ; intra 
id eft, an entry in muſic. 

50. Sion's muſic accepted and o by Orpheus 
the chief muſician, | 

61. Sion's new ſong. 


- Dephous creates | light by his art in moſſe. * 
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42 118. Th be „Wenig Saint among the Willows, 7 
| LXIII. — 7 
63. Hino: Muſic in harmony In 


nia muſice. Echoes the verdant hills; ; 
Thouſands in company p, 
Salute the diſtant fields. 
Groves and towns in union join, 
In canticles more than divine. Fo, 
„ 3 
64. Jubilati- Jors ring from ſhore to ſhore, 
NR 1 All mountains lift their head; 
_ Never ſuch joys before, _ 
Our foes are all laid dead. 


All things are new, what rural ſcenes 


Flowing iſles, rivulets, and ſprings. 

5 4; La Ve 

65. Sion poſ- Phcebus, with ſpreading wings, 

bore radios All ſheds his beams abroad, 

* Villages rejoice kings, 

And glorify their Gd, 
Villages fluſh'd with brighter tay;. 
Shall praiſe their God for brighter day. 

„ 

8 66. Sionis Thoſe trumpeters have ſkill 

| buccinato- To cheer the human heart; 

res docentur It i is the Father's will 

e, I ̃ boſe bleſſings to impart. 
1 hoſe notes directed from above, 
Raiſe the Dent to heaven 8 N love. | 

12 Angel The 3 Blend with eat; 

| 3 x Sublime attraction here ; 7 

OA Joys of heavenly birth, Fo Sb 

e With angels trumpets near 

a e teaching worlds their lays, 


ä Tut, 
and tames wildg beaſts, 


Sion with his indulgent wings. 
606. Sion boaſteth of her heavenly trumpeters. 
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4 64. Orpheus, by his, 4110 in 7 charms his hooked,” 


65. Sion's joys univerſal, and victorious Phœbus cheers | 2 


; > 3 N W , e 2 
N — 9 en, 


55 . 2 3 „ 
4; X * = - — 
ul -&- 4 « 
hy 4,448 N c * 
| * wa © x 3 
1 * * ZN. 
4 £ Ca "I 


. — 


And trumpets nog Cats to praiſe. £7 
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